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Tb( Doccuity fbt soma tualt w(»k as Ihe prasent bu bMM. 
long fell by Busy. Gt«b1 deaiiDent baa accrued to lh« pmbf- 
lenaa ohurcb, Irom ibe ifSDl of Ibai indoctrimtioa ia ihe praiai- 
plea of ber HOnbip and polity, wbicb it is aiiraly ber doty lO 
provide for all, who oomnut tbconelves dod their offipring to 
her teai^ing and guidanoe. Her membeis lud cbildren baT« 
been atlacbed to her, not lo mucb by those tiea of priaolpto 
and conviction, wbjob prove firm and enduring, aa by merely 
local and penooal considaratiuaa, vfaiob foim, hi timea of diffi- 
culty, but a feeble band of aitaehmeni. Other ehurohea are' 
diligent ia Iheir eSbrta to imbue Iho yoaag mind vilb the 
knowledge of all Ibeir doctrinal peculiarities ; and if thia is dope 
in a ^iril of charity and chrialian brotherhood, will it not pro* 
mole, rather Uuui prevent, that perfect i^iratian union for wiiioh 

That this Wjpk, which was dnwn np at the aDggeatian of aoa« 

leading members of our cburob, is altogether what ia needed, the 
BUtluH can hardly dare to hope. He wonld -still offer it aa an 
aUempi, and not aa a full aaomiiliakmnit, at aU that bo belieTea 
ta be denanded by the necessities of Ibe cburch. He baa naed 
every eSbrt to procure hints from competent individuids, and 
would ratum his Ihanba to those brethren and gentlemen, who 
have fiivored him with their views. Of ibBse he htM STnltad 
bunaelf, in rendering the work more correct ; while, by the sob- 
diviiion of the chapters, the VHrioaa topics will, be tmats, b* 
better urtderatood, and laore easily comprehended by the leamar. 



To the Rev. Sarauel MUler, D. D., (h« BUlhor would ttptcUiJ 
reader Uiaoks, for hit kindneas ia fint imposiag uptm him ihs 
prepaiatioa of this Tolume ; for hii careliil reviskra of it ; and for 
lug valuable suggeitiem. 

He has eodeavored la render it ss full and oomprebetuive u 
ponJUe ; and, for ibis purpose, he hag aiatled himselT &ee)y oT 
Iha laboiB of nthen. He would ptmiculaily refer to the Ecole- 
Biulical Catechism* of Dr. WcLeoi, of thd Rmr. Sanmel 
Palmer, of oae published in Ireland, and of A Sequel lo llie 
Shorter CalechisiD, at sources from whidi be baa derived a>- 

II waa lltought Iwlter to err on the side of prolixity, Qiaii of 
brovily ; as it was one object of Ihe niKhor lo fit the work fiw 
private reading, and lo malts it as satislaclory as possible, on all 
Ibe leading subjects embraced in its design. The teacher can nse 
hia discretion in iH>«acribiag ID his pupils, whether in tbe tamilr, 
the Bible-olaas, or the Sabbelh aehaol. anch portions of il ■■ 
be may deem mosl necessary to be eommliled to memory. 
Other pOTtiODS he may think it lufficieot lo read with IheiR,. 
accompanied with his own farther eiplsnatims ; and witenev«r 
he may Ihlnk any answer of tOc great length to be tetamed in 
the memory, be may, after such reading and eiaraiaalioD, 
require il lo be giren in snbsttuice, in the language of the pupiL 

Although the author baa heard of but one opinioa as to the nse- 
Inlnesa <rf Ihe work, yel, when be found that Ihe second editioii 
was entirely eihamted, he careltilly revised tbe whole, altnred 
and remodelled several portions, and added some aeclioin, (as 
on the apoalolic snccession, and the relation of tbe presbylerian 
(diun^ lo the world,) wbicb wQl, it i> hoped, inomae Ihe nsa- 
tiilnau of tbe work. 

&ilhe fervent hope that it may lead trAae of tbe rising geoeia- 
ikia to oak for tbe old paths, that they may walk therein, it ta 
committed to the blessing irf the Head of Ihe chtanh, by U« 
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ECCLESIASTICAIi CATECHISM. 



CHAPTER I. 

(7F THE CUDRCH 



1. Witat it tht mearMg of tt# r<rni church, CH 
temauret 

The word church, aa used ii 
■jgnifications, bemg ueed both in 

2. What it tht meaning of the teord chwth) at ui4d in 
tervptw* m a common tense 1 

The word, which is translated church, is used in 
acripture in a. common sense, to signify any public aa- 
•embly of persons to consult together. 

AoM 19 : 33, 30, 41. Some IheKlbra cried one thia^, aad some 
■Balhsr; foi theoueMJy mtn oonrused, and Ihemore part knew 
BOI wheretbrc they were «lled loBeiher. And when be had 
Ikm ipokeu he dismiued Ihe miemUy, 

3. What it tht taertd mom, m tphich the word chunk 
it nuwt genrr^y iu*d in tcripturt 1 

This word is, in its sacred sense, ^plied to th« 
dinrch of Christ, which is a society of men called of 
God. by the sospel, nnio the faith end worship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of God in him.* 

SaaCoLl:tS. E^h. 1 : ID, 22, S3. 1Cot.13;S8. ICor.lSrS. 

• &d-U inM iu«d bjr tba writet* of ibe Septuacmi vetwoi 



4. What it the firtt vteaaijig of the word chweh in thi$ 

It means an7 particular congregation or society of 
professing chriatiaiiB. 

Col. 4 : IS. Salute Ihs brethren which aie in Laodtceo, and 
Nyntphas, oaA the cborch which is in his bouse. Rom. 16:5. 
Likewise gieel the church Ibal is in their house. Salute my well 
teloved EpenetuSi who i» the Gnl fruits of Achaia unto ChriBt. 

5. What u the. second meaning of the viord church tn 
tku lacred state i . 

It is applied to several congregatkmB, ot churches, 
considereU as one body, under the same general super- 
inlendence. 

1 Cor 1:3. Unio the ehurck oT God which i« at Coi^lh; 1 
Cor. 14:31. Let your womea keep ailence in tha chwciei; 
Acta 8 ; 1. And at that time there was a great persecution 
against [he church which was al Jerusalem ; and they were all 
scattered abroad Ihraaghout the regions of Judca and Ssmark, 
except theepoatles, A^cis 21:20. And when they heard ii, they 

SforiHed the Lord, aud k" •■'- ■^- «.— ■— >. — 

many thousands of Jews 
■U zealous of the law. 

6. What is the third meaning of the leord ehureh tn itt 

It means any assembly of the ruters of the chtireh, 

when convened as an ecclesiastical judicatory.* 

Mall. 18 : 15-17. Moreover, if Ihv brother shall Ireapu* 
acainn thee, ro and tell him his Tault between Ibee and him 
afoae : i( be bEbII hear thee, thou bast rained thy brother. But 
if he will not hear thee, Ihsn take wilh tbee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three wilnessea every word may ba 
calabbsbed. And if he ahail Begleul to hear them, tell it nnw 

which was taniiliar to ihe New Teslament wrilen. for the word 
coB^regalioH, as il slands in our lersion of the Old Teslament 
It is on ihis accouni ihal in the New Teslament instead of the 
word roTigngatuin, we have cinrth, which is tlie satne as Jart or 
assembly. 

• That Ihe word church means an a.'sembly of rulers raeetinj' 
together in an eccleiiaslical judicalory, see JHr^ely proved ia Dr. 
Aylon's Orig. Constit. of the COuroh, ch. ii. 5 3'PP- ^. **■ 
Brown's Diet, of the Bible, Art. Church. Livingstone's The^ 
P.S61: 



lu) neg^ct lo hear the ebureh, lei him ba tuMo 

aan ami a puliUcsit. Heb. 13 : 17. Obey Ihem 
Bf you, anil aubout youMelveB ; for ihey walclt 
hey ihiu muat five aeeuunt; ihal they may da 
lUt WLlh grief, for lha( is unpFofilable ibr you. 
■.■^. A£U 1S;2,30, 23. jictsll:2a Alto 



SECTIOK IL 
7%r diattnction tettTKeit Ulb cAaeck, at ciaiile and iavUiHA 

7. What it ihe fotirii mtaning of 'tht word ehaTch m 

It meajia the whole body of God's redeemed people, 
dial hare been, or ahali be, (!;a.thered into one, undgr 
Christ the Head, and which is geaetally cal]ed<4lie in- 
Tiaible church. 

Eph.S:25-2T. Husbanili,kivevoiir«tve9,eveDas CfarialBkO 
loTGd the ehurf )i, anil gave hjm9e[r for H ; tiiex he might wncliiy 
■nd deoitse it wilb the wiBhine of water by tfau word ; thai ha 
migin present it ta himaelf ■ g-Ionous cbuich, nnl havinf; spot, 
or wnn^e, or uiy such Ihiag; but that il should be holy and 
And beifltke head of the body, Ihe 
■ - ■ " ■ dead; 



ehimh ; who ia ttie be^nniag, the flist born fhim the 

that in all Ihio^ be mis'ht have the pretoiineocs. Soe awo 

Eph. 1 : 10, % 21], and Heb. 12 : 23. 

S. Why u the church called invisibie * 

Becanse its union with Christ is a spiritual union ; 
because the faith and love of those who are its true 
members are invisible to men, and infallibly discerned 
only by God, who looketh npon tiie heart ; and because, 

* That (hi* meaning ii lo be attached to the tertn church in 
ihiiiifl n]nnH,aad thai il ia in itself an important meaning:, wai 
by the early writers in defence of preatiylerianism. 
refer particularly to Rutherfont's Duo Riaht of Preaby- 
teries, &c. 4lo. IxnidoB, 1444 at pp. 309, 314, 333, 4»9-191. See 
dio pp. 319. 346. See alse hia Flea fiir Paul's Freabyterie, 4io. 
Idndon, 1613, p. S3, &e. Gilleepie's Aanin'a Rod Blassomtng, 
4lo. Irfindon, 1646. po^ 294-297, and 350-467. See further, Jo« 
DiTiAum Regitninia Eceleaiaatici, by the London "' ' '' 



in this Benae, the church has no visible or formal exiel* 
ence on earth, but is an objeot of faith, being ctMnposed 
of all ChiiBi a faithful membera, wheterer they ara 

9. What ii the fifth iiuaning of the word ckanh in iti 

It raeana the whole body of those, throughout the 

world, of every denomination, with their children, who 

profess the true religion, and which is commonly called 

the visible church. 

Aci8 2 : 39, 47. For tbe promise is unto you, and to your chil- 

God shall call. Praisitia God and having favor witli all the \ieo- 
pie. And ihs Lord ad<kd to the chiiruLi daily fuch as should be 
nved. 1 Cor. 12:12, 13,2^. For M the body is oiio, and hallt 
nuay members, and all the membera of that odq bodv, being 
iDBQj-, af^ one body ; so also is Christ For by one spirit are vn 
■11 liaplized into one body, whether we be Jews or Genlile«, 
whether we l>e bond or freo; and liare been all made to drink 
into one Spirit. And Ijod halh gel some in ihe church ; first, 
apoiI)e«; secondarily, prophets; thirdly, leacliert; afier that 
miracles ; then nAs of healings, halpa, governments, diversitiea 
or longoes, 1 Cor. 15 r 9, For I am the least of the apostles, 
that am not meei to be called an apostle, because I persecuted 
the church of God, fee. Acts S. As for iteul, he ii^de havoc 

woraen, committed ihem to prison. 1 Cor. 10; 32. Give nana 
offence, neither to the Jews nor to the Gentiles, nor to the ohmdi 
of God. 

10. iFAj it Ibe church, m this sense, ealUd the visibU 
ekvTch ? 

Because all axe members of it who make a profession 
of the chiistian relif^on, including those who, while 
they are members of the church on earth, may not be 
niembers of the church invisible, not possessed of either 
faith or love. 



Yes; there mav be distinct branches or aectione of 
the visible churcn. existing in difTerenl kiugdoms, as 
the church of Scotland, the churcti of Geneva, the 
church of Eng:land, &c. These all, so far as they hold 
tile same futh, are otHUponent parts of the one uoivBi- 



nl visible church ; iu the same manner aa the waten 

of Che ditferent seas, however Tarioiuly distributed and 
called, are nevertheless coiineuled among themsalvea, 
and form ctHaponenl porta of one and the same great 

12, Don tltn distinction of the church 171(0 visible and 
invisible make two churches instead of mie ? 

It does not ; since by these terms we oniy distinguidi 
tile church in its external form, from the same church 
in its internal or spiritual character. As visible, it in- 

-eludes hypocrites; as invisible, only believers. Ag 
visible, it requires from its members only aa external 

iCod credible profession of the faith; as inviaible, it 

'Sapposes in every member a sincere and hearty lecep- 

.tion of the tmt^, in the love of it.* 

13. To which of these churches are left tkepromises of 
fetj)etuUy and iniiefeclibUily ? 

Not to the visible church, which may fail and err in 
any of its parts, but to the invisible, against which the 
icstes of hell caimot prevail, and with wtiich Christ will 
be, even to the end of the world. So that there shijl 
always be those, somewhere, who shall believe and 
profess the true reli^on. 



* See (bis meaniagarihewardfiilly developed is Hooker. Bed. 
Pol. Book 3, lecl, in Work*, vol. i. p. J95, Hanbury's edition, 
Loiukin, 1330, 3 vols. 8vo. See also p. 255. See abo bishop 
Hopkiaa'a Worts, sol. ii, p. 41S, Tbia subject may also be seen 
fall/ discussed in Rogers's Discourse and Keview of die Visible 
■nd Invisible Churdi of Christ. London, irei. Dr, George 
Miller, in his i«cenl leller 10 Di. Pusey, London, 1S40, at p. 29, 
speaks of ' (he fundamenlal error of rejeciina ibe distinction be- 
tween the visible and the invisible duircli or Cbrisl.' See also 
pp. 33,-^ where he calls this distinclion 'the essealial prin- 
ciple of Lhe ReibrmaiftOD, and vary plainly diseovenble m (he 
articles {(bat is. the xjixix. Art.) of our church.' 3eea1so Esaavs 
on (be Church, Iniroduciory, p. 5, &c. Nolan's (3atholia Char, of 
Christ. D. 73. The Cluirch ia (he World, pp. M, 79. Meander's 
PiMit of the CbrisCn Ch. vol. ii. pp. 177, ife. 248. Dr, Owei>> 
Works, vol. III. pp. 152, 167, aOO, 215, and aulhoritiea on pp. 158, 
169. SeealMXbemaiiyrPhilpoI'a (esdmony in Lond. Chr. Obs. 
1841, p. 339, s^ CburchDUiD's Monthly Rev, Dec. 1911, p. 661, 
whore are quot«d arcbbisbopa Seeker aad Hooker. 



ne pratTil tai ef til trard ckarth in Ikete nverat mum. 

14. h the word thnnh ttUl timtoKmly \ued in thru «a- 

Yes, in all of ihera except the common senM, tD 
irhioti it is not osecL because it ia now exolasirely af- 
plied to religious bodies, and in its sacred sense. 

15. Con you give me an iibiitration of the uie tf (ft* 
worrf cAureA m the first meaning ? 

We nnak of the several cborches io anj town or 
eity, and alao, yibaa Ihers am more than one of th« 
denomination, as, for instance, the pretbyteriui, 
' i£ the mat, second, or third preshj^riaii 



chnich. 



16. Can you give me an iStistration tf the ul« o^ th* 
vord church m the teiond mearting 1 , 

Wo speak of the prCBbyterian church m tiw UnitsA 
Stales m Americi, and to ei «tlter churches. 

IT. Caa you give me an iHaslratUm of the vae of tht 
word ehwrch in the third meaning ? 

When the sesaicoi of a church is assembled tofethor, 
we say ih^e is a meeting of the church ; ana when 
any member has been disciplined or leceived by that 
body, we say he has been disciphned or received oy that 
dmrch of which it is the session. 



What other term is implied to the charth cf Chriit, 
tred ai a vhole^ besiaci the tertnt visAU and in- 

The term caftolic. 



CATECHISM. 18 

SO. Why u the church of Chrixt coOed cathoUe, or 
unieertfUJ 

Because it is not confined to one nation, aa it was 
onder Ihs Jewish economy, but consists of ali those in 
every part of the world who betiere in Cbriat ; becaose 
its privileges are cooferred equally upon all clasaes of 
men ; aad because it will yet embrace within it all mr- 
tions and kindreds of the earth. 
1 Cor. 12 : 12, 13. 1 
B,and all the 
e body; so also ia Christ For bj 
baptized iato one body whether we be Jewi or Gaaliiea, wfaeth- 
er we be bond or free ; ftnd have been all made lo drinlr inlo ono 
Spuil. Fsa. 2 .6. Ask of me aad I shall ^re Ihee the heathen 
fe thine inherianoc, and [he ollermosi pari* of the earth for thy 
posieuion. See also Rom. 19 : 9-lQ. 

. 21. What other sense was attached by the early father* 
to the word catholu ? 

It was used by them as synonymous with the term 
orlhodoXj so that, in (his view of it. the true charch is 
to be known by that true doctrine, which is every when 
to be preached, aad to be held fast 

22. Has this tatholie visible church been perpetuated 
and preteTved? 

Ves ; there has always been a visible chnroh catholic, 
which, though divided by place, forms, and names, 
may yet be considered as one body, holding the head, 
ana professing in substance the true religion. 

23. In vjhat lensi, then, may the visible church be pnp- 
eHvsaid to bt catholic, or v-nwersal ? 

The risible church may be properly said to be catho- 
lie or universal, not as consisting of one society, nndei 
one Kovemmeni, but, as its various sociebes and 
churches are, or ought to be, modelled on the aama 
ptinciplea ; enjoying common privileges, and having 
»e divine head, even Christ, who rules and guides it by 
ais irord and spirit 
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0/ rte vnily of tht ehurek. 

24. What do yoti mean *« the unity of Ihe thjireh ? 
By theunily of thechurca, I underatand tliat as there 

k but one God and Saviour, so all who believe and 
obey the gospel are equally adopted into the family of 
heaven; equally enjoy all the promised bleasinss of 
fialvation ; are equally entitled to the free use of all the 
means of grace; are baptized into one faith; and are 
called, justified, and sanctified through the same plan 
of redeeming love and mercy. 

25. h it not further necessary to the umfy of thi 
church, that il shotM lie under one eartbiy headl 

No: there is no other head of the church than the 
Lord Jeaus Christ, whose house and family it is. 

Eijh. 1.33. Which is hU body, the fulness of hhn that Glleth 

26. h it not further necessary to the wnih/ of tht 
thuTch universal, that it should he under the same forms 
<md regulations t 

No; it ia only accessary that whatever forma and 
regulations are adopted by any church, they should be 
authorized by the woid of God, and not contrary to it. 

Eom. 14 : 19. Lei us therefore follow after the things which 
mHke fur peace, and things wlierewiili one may edily another. 
1 Cor, 14 : 14, Vi. Lei all things be done decently and in order. 



and the same eulesiasticai authority f 

Certainly not! for we read in scripture of the church 
at Antioch, the church at Jerusalem, the church at Cor- 
inth, the clturch at Ephesus, the churches of Syria, the 
churches of Asia; — and in primitive times, there was 
(ho Eastern church, the Western, the African, the Brit- 
ish, and so on, and these were all separate and distinct 
■nJty of the church tssen- 
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The unit^ of the church essenliallv consists in onitj 

of faidi, by which all ils members hold the aame divine 
trutiiBj and in nnily of apiril, or that oneness which 
snbsists between Christ, ita Head, and all its member^ 
whereby the same Spint dwells in all, and works in bU 
the same christian graces. 

Eph. t : 3, 13. EDdeavoriiig la kmp the uoity of the Spirit, 
in (he hond of peace. Till we all come in the uuily of Ibe fatlli, 
and of the itnowledze of the Soa of Ood, unto a perfect man, 
unto the meaaure ol the alaliire of the fuluesa of Chrial. 3ea 
alMSCot.ll:*. JudflS. GaLl:6,9. lPeL3;9. Col. 1 : 2, 7, S3. 



Of pun, impafitt, enrruft, and foist Atmhtt. 

39. Are v>e, then, to understand iHaC oil particular 
ehirehti are tquaily ehvrchte of Ckritti 

All particular churches which a^e in bedding the 
Imlh as it is in Jesus; which profess sound doetrioe; 
which mEunlain the preaching of the word, and ad- 
ministration of the sacraments ; and which thus hold 
the truth in love, are justly djstinguiahcd by the name 
and authority of true visible churches. Nevertheless, 
all true churches are not perfect, neither are. all churches 
true churches, but some are corrupt and some false. 

30. le it not, tktn, neeessary to diilinguith betmeen Iht 
natwe and easeTtct of a churdi, UTtd the integrity and per- 
fection of a church? arid what i3 that distinction? 

The nature and essence of a church, oonsisls in ths 
preaching of the pure word of Grod. and the due admin- 
istralion of sacraments, so thai where these are, there 
is a visible church. The integrity or perfection of a 
church, consists, further, in that apostolic form, order, 
and ministry, which can be traced to the inslilulion Of 
Christ and his apostles. 

31. What, then, do you, mtan by apiire church? 

By a pure church, or portion of the visible ohnrch, I 
mean a society whose confession of faith agrees with 
llw doctrine of Jesus Christ and his E^ostleB ; and whioll 



if governed solely by the laws laid down ia tlie n'Oid 
at Ocd, or drawn from it by plain and necessary iuier- 

32, Whca, thin, are the signs of a pure ckvrch^ 

The fiigns of a pure church are soundaess of doctrine, 
a lawful and regular minislry, the presalence of love 
among ita members and towards all eaintB, and the due 
administration of gospel ordinances^ including disci' 
pline. 

Eph.2;90. And are tuilt upon Uie founiiatioB of ^le aposUoa 
and prophets, Jesua Cbrist himself being the thief corner-slooe. 
Acts 2: 42. And Iliey conunueit alead&elly in Uie apostles' doc- 
trine and rellowahip, and in breakioe of brenil, and in prayera. 
AclB 14 : Sa. And when ihey had onjained them elden in every 
church, and had prayed 'with fasting, Ihey cammended them to 
the Loni, on whom Ihey believed. ^latl. 36 : 19. Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, bapli^inr them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghasl. See also 
Acta 20: 7. 

33. b not antiquity, as it regards its vis^ fern, OfU 
mark of a pare church ? 

It is not; einoe, judged by this standard, the Jewiab 
would be the only true church ; while other forms of 
i«li^on, also, lay claims to greater antiquity than the 
christian. Besides, the si^a of all true christian 
churches being those laid down in the Bible, must, 
therefore, he as ancient as Christianity itself. 

34. Is not unirerniltfy, in the extent of its authority 
and government, the nark of a pure church ? 

Universality, in the sense of universal extent, is not a 
mark of a pure churchj for no church is, 'or ever has 
been, in tms sense, universal; and the assumption of 
any such authority, by any one church, over all others, 
ia antichristiaD usurpation. 

35, Is the possession of a clear and vnmterrmteil ptr- 



tles, the necessary mark of a pure church'^ 

Such a personal succession cannot he the mark of a 
pure church, because it cannot be shown by any church 
Wi earth ; becatise, if it had been essential, such a snc- 
oeedotk n'oiild have been preserved free fnsn doubt « 
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inteimptum ; beesuea it is nowbere laid down in tha 
Boriptures j aad because the scriptureE show, that even 
when an unquestioned succession did exist, God with- 
drew Ilia presence, and forsoot the apostate churoh.* 

Jer. T : 4. Trust ye not in lyiaar words, Baying, ihe temple oT 
die Lord.lbe lemple cf Iha Lord, lbs leiuple of.tlie Lord, are 
tbese. Mai. 2:1,9. And now, 0, ye pricsls, this eommandmeDt 
is for you, Thererore have 1 also made you contemplible and 
base before all the people, according' as ye have not kept my 
ways, but have been partial in Ibe law. Rom. 9 : &-6. Not as 
thougii the word of God balb taken nouB effect. For tliey are 
not all Israel, which era of Israel: neither, because they are the 
seed of Ahnham. are they all childteu: but in Isaac eball Ihy 
seed be called : that is, Uiey which are the uhildren of the fl^i, 
these are oot the child re d of God: butthe children of the pnnaise 

36. WTmU do yon mean by an mptrfect citanh? 

By an imperfect chorch I understand a church, which 
continues steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine, teaching 
the puie word of God, and ormlting no essential truth ot 
ike gospel; but which, at the same time, has not tha 
eacrunents duly administered, nor its order, polity, and 
miuistry perfectly coaformed to the scriptural model. 

37. What do you nwon by a corrnpl ckuTch? 

By a corrupt church I understand one which, while 
it preserves the essential truths of the gospel, at the 
tame time adds other things to these trutha, which are 
not found in God's word, or are repugnant to the same; 
and which thus, hy human traditions or any other spuri* 
ous authority, makes vain the preaching of the truth, 
and corrupts the administration of diiine ordinances. 

38. What do wa mean by a false rMrch? 

That church wTiich has laid any other foundation than 
Christ and his righteousness; which has denied any of 
the essential doctrines of the word of God ; or interpret- 
ed the word of God according to its own vain imagina- 
tion; such a church, whatever else il may possess of 
order or discipline, and however it may chiim the lem- 

a full conaiiirerolion of this tub- 



It«ir. 2:9. I kaowthyworka,BaduibuUlian, uidnoveny, (but 
thoB art hob,) and I koowtha bto^emy of them vrbich say they 
m Jews, sad are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. 

89, Wkat,then,iliou!dyim say of eackof these chuTchesf 
All churches which are imperfect, ought to be im- 
proved; suoh as are corrupt, reformed: while such as 
tie falae, ought to be subverted, and their fouadationa 
laid again. 

qf/aiit [W apostate cliuTcket ? 

We are certainly taught that within such churches 
there may be some who are true christians, and there- 
fore memberH of the invisible church; and who, with 
more or less publicity, hear testimony against their 
eniois. But as tiiey are in great danger, we are to in- 
vile all who are members of such churches, to come out 
from among them, and be separate, and touch not the 
unclean thing. 

1 Kings 19 : 16. Yel I have left me seven thousand in lanel, 
tH the kuses whioh liave not l>owed udIo Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. Isa,l:9. Except the Locdofhoati 
hod left unto ub a very small remnant, we should have been as 
Sodom, and we should have been tike unto Gomorrali. Rom. 
l\:23. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your 
sokes ; but as touching the elation, (hey are beloved for the 
&lher»' sake, &c, Isa. 10 : 20. 32. And it shall come lo [lass in 
that day, that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of 
the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay upon him that smote 
them, but shall stay upon, the Lord, the Holy One of brael, in 
truth. For thoug-h thy people Israal be as the sand of the a^, 
yet a remnant of them shall return: the conaumplioa decreed 
shall overflovr with righteousness. See also Ezek. 9:1. 2 Pet. 
2:6. Pstt.I19:Sl,135 Hev,12:6,H. Acts9:31. Ilev.l9:4 



Of the perpamt^ and nteemtii of the cAbtcA. 
Art we, then, to beUeve in the perpetmty of Uu 



Our SkviouT hs* d«dared that th« cluiidi u built 
np<ni a rock ; that the gates of hell shall not pievail 
ftg&ioBt it ; and thai He will be nith it always, evea to 
the end of the world. 

Hatl. 16:16. And 1 ■Bfunta tliee, tkat Ihou art Petsr; an] 
upon tbi* rock 1 will build my cburch, and the gaMt ot h«ll shall 
nut pieTHil against ii. Uait-SB^SO. Teachmg Ihcm to observo 
•II lluDgs whauoaver I have oommaaded yOQ : and, lo, I am with 

C always, cvea unto Che end of the world. Amen. See also 
SS:2l. Actsa:«. T^iut 2: 14, lPel.2:9,10, lsa.6US, 
9. Dan. 2: 14,41. John 11:14, 16, 17. IThess. 1:1& Malt 
13:41-19. £ph.4: 11-13. 

4a. Does a fvil belief in the certain- ferpetmty of tk» 
chunk of Chmt, imply a belief in the pirpetviiy of any 
partietiiar visible church ? 

There ia nothing in die word of God to warrant a be- 
lief in the perpetuity, or continued purity, of any particu- 
lar risible church. On the conttwy, we ate there 
admonished that p\en apostolic churches had fallen 
away, and would finally bee ome extinct; and thai a 
Tery general oorruption of the gospel, which had then 
commenced, would be consummated, to the destruction 
of many soula. 

Bev. 2:5, 16, 81. Remember, therefore, from whence Ihon 
irtfitllea; and lepenl, and do thy first works; or else I will come 

■'■- - - " '-e Iwill come unto 



place, eicept thou repent Rojient; or i 
tfwe quickly, and will Seht against Ihem 

■- But unto yoursay,— ' -— -- 

have not Ihis dootru 



depths of SatdD, ai they speak, I will put upon you none other 
borden. See also Rev. 3 : 3, 4, 15, 16. Rev. IS: 2. And he cried 
mightily ivith a strong voloa, saying, Babylon the great is fiflleB, 
i* Bllen, and ii become the habitation of devils, and the hold w 
•very foul apiril, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 
SThess. 2:11, 12. IT^m. 4:1, 6 2 Tim 3:13. 2PeL3:l,3. 
K«v. 17:10. Acts 20:30. 1 John 2:19. 2 John? . Jude 18. 
Bom. 11 ; IS, 92. Boast not against the branches ; but if thoa 
boast, Ihou bearesl not the nut, but the root thee. Behold, 
IherefoTe, the goodoesa and aeveriiy of Ood; on them whirJi 
fell, seventy : but toward thee, goodness, if thou oonlinue id hii 
foodaess : otherwise thou also shall be cut off, 1 John 2 : 1 



n uiiCh any viiAlt church, tuffident to 
mure tht soAKtlten of the toulf 
On the contrary, our connectioii with a felie churali 



liiar lead to the damnatiou of Ae soul, by JnTolnng it 

in me guilt of its hereaiea and abominatiDiiB. Neither 
is salvation to be secured in any other way than by be- 
lieving in the Lord Jesua Christ, as the only propitiatitHi 
for Bins. 

3 ThasB. 2 : II, 12. And for this cause, God shall send (hem 
BIrong delusion, that tbcy should believe a lie : Ihal they tJl 
might be damned "who believe not the Iruih, but had pleamre in 
uurig-hleousDeBs. 2 Pel. 2 : 1-3. Bui there were talae prophets 
also among the people, even as there ahall be fahe teacher* 
among you, who privily shaii bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord Ihat bought them, and briuf upon themse 
swift destruction. And many shall follow Iheir pernicious wi 
by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
Aod through covetousness shall they with fcia^ed words m 
merchandise of you ; whose judgment now of a bug lime 

Sreth not, and their damnaiian slumbereth not. See also A 
rS, 11, 24. 1 Tim. 4:1, Now the Spirit speakeih e^resslf 
that in the latter times some shall depart from the ftith, giving 
heed lo seducing spirils, and doctrines of devils. Acts 7 : 42. 



44. What, then, are we to understand by the doctrine, 
that out of the chnrch there is no ordinary fosmbihiy oj 
salvation ? 

By this doctrine we are to understand, that feith, and 
conBequently salvation, are ordinarily bestowed by God 
through the inslrumenlality of his ministers, and that it 
is only in this way that men are ordinarily introduced 
into the invisible church, oul of which there is no ea!- 
TBtion. But it does not teach, that salvation cannot be 
obtained out of any particular visible church, by what- 
ever name it may be called ; neither is such a claim, on 
the part -of any cnnich, to be otherwise regarded than as 
ali^e impious and vain. 

Col. 1: IS. Epb.5:33. For the husband is the head of the 
wife, even as Chrial is the head of the nhutch ; aud he is the 
Saviour erf the body. See also Rom. 10; 14, 15. lCor.5:12, 
13. For what have 1 to do to judge them also that are wilb- 
om? do not VB judge them ihai are within? But them that ' 
■ out, God ii ■ - ■ 



mdgeth. Therefore put away fi'ora among 
iVed person. Aolse:47. Praising God, and 
■■ ■ ^- id to ■ 



KutHlves that wicbed person. Aols 2 : 47. Praisiiw 
viag iavor with all the people. And the l«rd add 
cburcb daily such as ihould be laved. S«t.3:T ' 



ugel of the church in Philadelphia, vrile; Theu (hiiin lahh ha 
that ia holy, ha Ib&t is true, he ihu hath the liey of DsvU, he 
that openelh. Biid no mau ghuiitith; and shutieta, and no mas 
Qpenelh. Kev. 1 : 1^. Roia. fl: 1,3, ft. Therefore, bemg iuati- 
fied by feiih, we have peace with God, throngfa our Lord Jesm 
Chrigl : hy wliom also we have acoeaa by failh into this graoe 
wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the gEory of God. But 
Goduommendeth his love toward ua, iti that, while we' were vet 
Sinnera, Chrial died for ua. Numb. 13:8. How ahall I cmM, 
whom God hai not curaed? Or how ahall I defy, whom ttw 
Lordbathiiotdeaed? 

4S. Hay lei exptcl lo jind any churcK, on earth, per- 
fi^fitt from error? 

The purest eustuig churches are Bubject bolh to mix- 
ture arul error; and tkerefore we uuibI not expect ia 
'"■ "n absolute perfeclior 



1 Cor. 13:13. For now we see through a glaiB, darkly ; but 

B' ' ' ' rt ; but tSen shall I Imot " 

:24, 47. Another panbl 
pst he &rth unto Uiem, Baying, The kingdom of heaveu in likeoe 



la abo I am known. hbiL 

kinirdom . 

. Afnin: Iliekii^f- 



dom of hi 

galherod of every kind. See alao Hev, S and 3. 

' 46. Is it, then, a matter of indiffertnee to ^eKat cKurth 
mt ielong t 

No I it )3 our solemn duty to onderstaad the character 
and signs of a true church of Christ ; and to adhere to 
Ibat church which is found most consonant to the sorip- 
tiyes, in its doctrines, its ordinances, and its constitu- 

Mall. 5 : 19. "Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of ttaeia 
tatat commandmenia, and shaU teach men so. he shall be called 
the least in the kingilom of heaven ; but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of 
kMv«]. 1 John 4 ; 1. Beloved, believa not every spirit, but Irjr 
theqtirtts whether ihey are of God ; becauae many false proph- 
ets are gone out into the world. Th68s.5:ai. Prove all (JiBiga: 
hold &s( thM wbksh ia good. 



....Coosic 



47. In view of thie fioMUy to err, what u Iht duty of 
each chvTck ? 

Il is the duly of every denomination, or churcli, to re- 
form abuses ■where they may exist; to endeavor after 
fall conformity to the plan of church order appointed by 
Christ j to conteml eamesily for the faith once delivered 
to the saints ; and to exercise strict discipline over all 
offenders, according to the spiritual laws of Christ's 
kingdom. 

Rev. 3: 14, 15. Bol 1 have e few thtiiss BfiainBi Ihee, becaiua 
diou hut there Ihem thai hoM ihe doctrine of BuJaam, who 
taught Bilak 10 cast a ELiiinbling'bloi;k before Ihe children of 
IkmI, to enl things sacriflced unto idols, and to cominil fornica- 
tion. So liBst Ihou al^o them thai hold Ibe doctrine of the Nico- 
Uilanes, which Ihing I hale. 

48. What is ihe farther duty o/' the numberi of taei 
farlicular church, tomarda those of every other denommo- 

It is their duty to pray fbi them j to exercise charity 

towards them ; to live peaceably with them; to remem- 
ber, that to their own master they must give account; 
while rejoicing in the truth, to hold it in love ; and, As 
fer as no sanction is given to error in doctrine or prac- 
D coSperate with, them in every good wora and 



B Ihee. Bom. U:i: Who art IbOH thai judgest 



Pray for the pesCe of Jerusalem : iliey shall prM 



•Dother in . 

£«, hs shall be hoUen up ; for God Is able to make him stand, 
om IQ : IS. If il be possible, as muoh as lielh in you, live 
peaceably with all men. 1 Cor. 9:72. To ihe week became I 
as weak, that 1 might gain the weak : I am made all tbingt lo all 
men, that I might by all ineana save aome. GhI. 6 r 10. As vra 
have therefore opportunily, letuadogood unlaallmen,eipeaiaU]r 



4B. What furtktr divuion ef Ihe church doe* thit «on- 
tidtratum of its prestnt divavm lead you to raiRlion ? 

The church is further divided inlo the church mililant 
■nd the church IriumphAnt. 

50. W^hat is meant by the ehureh valitaat ? 

By the church militant, is meant the whole body of 
true WieverB in thia present evil world ; who are called, 
and Required of God, to contend with many internal and 
extarnal suffetinga, adversities, persecutions, heresies, 
and temptations. 

2 Tim. 4:7. I bave fouglil a good fighl, I have finished my 
course, I bave kept Ihe lailh, 

51. What it ntant by the ckvrth trixaiiphantf 

By the church triumphant, ia meant the whole num- 
ber of the elect, the church of the first bom, whose 
names are written ia heaven : who are freed from all 
temptations and trials ; admitted to the most perfect rest 
•nd blessedness ; and gathered toother into one glori- 
ooB church, under Christ their head. 

Epfa. 1 : 10, 23, S3. That in the dispenwion of Ihe fulness of 
lunea he m^ht gnther logeih«r in one all thinga in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, anil which arc on earth, even in him. And 
hath pm all things under his feet, and ^ve him lo be the bead 
overall Ihini^ to the church; whii;h is liis body, the fiiloesaoT 
bim thai filleih all in all. Heb. 12:33-24. But ye are came 
unto mount Sk>n, and unla the ciiy of ihe living God, the heav- 

general aasembly and church of the first born, whieh are wtiilen 
la heaven, and to God Ihe Judge of all, nnd la the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and lo Je«us the Madialor of the new covo- 
nanl, and lo Ihe blood of ^pHuklin)!'. Ihal sncakelh belter Ihmgs 
than thni of Abel See also Rev. 21 and 23. 

52. Shmdd iiat the hope of thit blested ttale, shed abroad 
in all trve ehrisliaa mind§ tht tpirU of kmdnen and 
hrotherly love * 

Yes. However ilifTerin^ as lo their modes of Ihinking, 
and their particular opinions and forms; and however 
divided into particular communions ; all real chrisliana, 
who hold the head, ought lo regard themselves as con- 
•tituting but one church, and so to live tagether in unity 
of epiri^ aad in the bonds of peace; looking for tM 



toon Ood and Saviour Ji 
Jofau 13 ; 34. A new commandment I give un(o von. Ihat ;• 

lovs DBS anotiiei' ; aa I have Loved you, thai fe ■(•• Love one 
sjiolber. TitQB3:3^. For ne ourselves also were uimetimei 
fiwlish, disobedient, deceived, serving- divers luals and pleasutea, 
living in malim and envy, hateAil, and haling one another. But 
after tU.t the kindness and love of God oar Saviour toward 
" , works of nghieousnets which we havo 
cording lo his mercy he saved UE, by the washing of 
--' -■ the Holy Ghosl. 



1 appeared, c 
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CHAPTER ri. 

90T&BNHENT OF THE CHUBCH 



Of ehuteh govenim*at in general. 

63. What is meant by govemTnent ? 
Government, in ils general meaning, signiiieB direo 

tion, regulation, or control. In reference to &ay paitic- 
nlar stale or nation, government signifies, that systein cj 
fundamental rules and principles to which it is sut^eat 

64. lAu the ehriiiian chimk, in its vuiblt form, any 
syilem of govtmment ptciitier to itself 'i 

Yes, the christian ctiuioh, being a Bpiritnal kingdMn, 
whose only King, Head, and Governor is tiie l*rd 
Jesus Christ, has a systeni of laws eDJoined by Him, 
uid by which alone it is, and of right ought to be, gov- 
erned ; and has therefore an inherent power of self- 
regulation and direction. 

ba, 9:1. For anto as Bchild ii boni, unto vs a ion is givBD, 
ud the gavemmeni ibaU be upon his shoulder ; and hit naiae 
^■11 be called Wondeiful, Gounaellor, the Mighty Ood, Iho 
everlBslinff Father, lliB PriDce Df Peace. Col. 1:16. And ha 
B ^e head of the body, the cburcb ; who is the becmoiDg, Ihs 
flfsl bom Irom the d^, that in all things he might have tlte 
ue^Diinence. Eph. 1 :22. And balh put all things under his 
leel, ami gave him to be the head over all ihingi lo (he church. 
ifatt. 83 : 6-10. But be not ye called Habbi ; for one is yoill 
Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren. And call no man 
TOur ftlher i^Hin the earth ; fqr one is your Father, whtdi it is 
hciBven. Neither be je callad^oaelerg ; Ibr one is your Hvln, 
evenChrisL See also John 18:36. Lakel3;U. John 6: IK 
Hd8:lS. SL0B.U:n. CoLliU. 



55. In what rtsptcti it the ihvrth txctuitveli/ Iht hmg- 

<dom of Chnil? 

The church, is exclusively the kingdom of Christ, 
"because it is baaed upon his institution ; ' ' - - ' ~ 



In the word of God ; the only infallible rule of chris- 
tian foith and practice. 

Isa. 6 ^ 20. To Ihe law and to Ihe leglimony : if Ihey speak 
~« according- lo thig word, it is beoeuse there is n" ■"' 
_iem. Kev.22:ia Forltostit) 

the words of the prophscy of th 

SQto these ihin^cs^ God shall odd niiti 

ue ill Ibia book. Heb. S;5. Who serve unto me example um 
'shadow of heavenly things, as Mosea was sdmoaished of God 
-when he wsa about lo make the [abernacle : for see (saiib he) 
thai ihou make all things according: lo the palleni showed lo 
thae in the mounL 

67. Why ti svch a form of govrmmtnt iieussaty to 
tht ehtiTch ? 

.Because the chtistian church is a. society, and nn 
society can exist without laws and order ; and because 
ike church, having no civil power, or authority, requires 
a spiritual authority sutficienl to preserve order, cen- 
sure the difiobedieiit, expel the rebellious, and encourage 
and sustain the pioi 



ba. 33 : SO, 23. Look 



68. From whence it this mdhority of the thvrch de- 
The power of the church b derived from God the. 





Dual ; that the. 
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Fadier ; bestoired through the mediator^ Christ . 
conferred by Christ ; and to be exercised by 
officers to whom Cnrist has committed the spii 
govemmeat of his church. 

59. What ii mtatit by the divine right of church gwp- 



Dugai, mat ii 13 noL me lesuii oi auman pruaencBj dui 
sanctioned by divine approbation, eslablisked by dirioo 
Bcts, and enforced by divine precepts. 

60. In what tense do Romanisls and htgh-chunhprt- 
latiats held this opinion ? 

The Romanists and high-church prelalists hold, that 
a particular form of church government is not only 
appointed by God, but is so essential to tlie exisCence of 
the church, that there caii be no true church without iL 

61. Do any preabyteriani maintain Skis kind of divmt 
right, mlh respeU to ihtirfom of churtk government * 

No, Iheie are no preabyterians guilty of this extrav- 
ogance. 

62. In what atnte do presbyterians hold the diviiu 
right of their system of govemmtat ! 

They maintain, that a particular form of chnrch 
eovemment, in its essential principles, was appointed 
by the autiiorily of Christ ; ajid that it is the duty of all 
churches to adopt this form ; but they do not Believe 
that the whole platform of government is laid down in 
detail in the word of God, nor that differences in suoh 
ecclesiastical arrangements merely, will destroy, 01 
essentially vitiatej the chaiacter of a church. 

63. Have different formi of church govtnantnt beat 
adopted by different chtirckts of professing ehrittiarxs 1 

Yea, there nave been several different forms of churcli 
government adopted by different denominations of pra- 
icasiDg chiistiBiW. 



.......Coosic 



64. What form of thwrck gtmemment do you belime 
to be most agfteahtt to the word of God, and therefore to 
he most properly entitled to the claim of divine right 1 

That plan of church govenuaent which ie denom- 
inated presbyterianism. 

65. What is the origin of the word prclbyterianimi ? 
The word is taken fiora scripture, in which the miD- 

isters of the church ate called presbyters or elders. 

Aow Ui23. And when ihey had ordained Ihem eldera (thaiij, 
preebyten) in every church, aod hud played wi^i fasting, they 
commeaded ihera io the Lord, on whom Ihey believed. 1 Tim. 
i: U. Negleot not the gid thai is in thee, which ww given thee 
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hauda of the pieabytery. 

66. Were there in the times of the apostles, ekurches 
uhich mere coiled by different names, and wkiiA, yet claimed 
to be the trite churches of Chriit, sitch at the eptaopaiim 
cfturcfi, the Roman catholic church, 4*c. ? 

No, we read of no such names m scripture. 

67. By what name, then, aere believer) on the Lord 
Jeius Christ, at that time, called ? 

Believers were at firat called disciples, aad afterwards 
christianB, and their churuhes after the place in which 
they were located. 

68. When were these various namss, by vilwh Ae 
eiurck is now dislmptished, introdvced ? 

They were introduced at ToriauH times, as difierest 
opinions arose on the subjects to which these naroee 

69. Why Kas the term presbyterian applied to those 
by Khotn it IS now received ? 

When those scriptural principles on which the eaual- 
ity of minifiterB, and the government of the church by 
presbyters depend, were subverted or denied, this name 
was adopted to hold frath the attachment of (hose who 
embraced it, to tha.t form ot church ^vemment, and to 



GITECHISU. 29 

tkoae doctrinea wtiich a 

opposition to those forms and doctrines i 
founded on buman suthoiily, and which had.uauiped 

70. Do pTttbt/taiaTU aihnovifedgt any man to bt their 
head orfoundtT, bi/ lekote name they are called f 

No ; they call no man master on earth ; neither do 
6iey acknowledge any other foundation, for their Bystem 
of faith and gorernmeat, than the word of God. 

71 . What are the essential principks of the jn'esbyteritm 
form of church government ? 

The suprema headship of Jesus Christ; the of&cial 
etjuaJity of its lainistera \ the othce of ruling elders, as 
represenlatives of the people : the election of the officers 
efparticular churches by cnurch memben; and tha 
Bumority of its several courts. 

73. What is further essential to the constitution of the 
jtreibyterian church ? 

It 18 essential to the constitution of the presbyteriaa 
churcli, thai all her pastors be equal in authority; that 
Oie government and discipline in each particular chnroh 
be conducted by a bench of presbyters or elders, and 
not by all the communicants ; and that aO the several 
idiurohesbe bound togethet under the authority of pres- 
byteries, and other courts of review and control, as cir- 
eomstaneea may render expedient and necessary. 

73, Is it, then, necessary, in order to constitute any 
particviar church preibytenaii, that it shovid be in forma 



presbylerian church, founded on the word of God, 
that all particuiat churches ehotdd be imiled toc^ther, 
under one presbyterial government ; and that any cnurch, 
therefore, which remains in a state of isolated indepen.' 
dency, or goes back to that condition, cannot be con- 
Hidered as a truly presbyterian church. 



By the supreme headship of the Lord Jesna Christ, I 
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j&e&n, that undeT him the whole number of the eleet 
■hall be collected into one house and family of God; 
that he has giren to the catholic visible cWch the 
mimetiy and ordinances, for the gathering and perfect- 
ing of the saints in this lifej to the end of the worid ; 
that he doth, by his own presence and spirit, according 
to hta promise, make them effectual thereunto; and 
that fiHther, besides the Lord Jesus Christ, there is no 
other head of the church, having authority to le^late 
for it, or to frame laws and institute oilicers, binding on 
the consciences of men. 

Phi.2:6. Yelhsvelselmy KinguponmyliolirhillofZioD. 
Matt. S8 : aO. TeacliiaB them to observe all thin^ whKIsoever I 

Oe end oT the world. Amen. 1 Pel. 9:3. Neither as being 
lords over God's tutritaze, but beins easunples to the flock. Sae 
also Matt 27 : 32. Col; t : IB Eph. liS. HatL 23:8-10 3 



■at, Google 



CHAPTER HI. 

OFFICERS OF THE CHURO 



75. How many kinds of effice-bearert did Christ op- 
point in his ^hvTch'f 

Two kinds ; exlraordinary and ordinary officers. 
Epli.4:ll, And he gave fome, apOBlles ; and soma, propheti ; 
and Bome, evangeiiiU ; and some, paaiofs nnd leachera. 

76. Whnt do you mean by extTaordiTuay ofieirs of tht 
cimrch'! 

TTie extraordinary officers of the churchj w«re persons 
endowed with Bupematural gifts and extraordinary an- 
fliority ; of which kind were apostles, evangelists, and 

77. For what parpau were they appointed'! 
Christianity, requiiin^ a series of miracles to attest its 

dirine ori^i. and inspiration to reveal. all necessary 
troth, these ofRcers were appointed to make known 
authoritatively the will of Christ ; settle the conetilution 
of the church; and commit the administration <rf it to 
ordinary and pennaaenl officers. 

Tilusl:9. Forthiscaiipelefil Iheein Crete. Ihat thou shouldsl 
■et in order Ihe things that are wanting, and ordain elders in 
every cilv. as i had appojnied ihee. VTim.SiS. And Ihe things 
that (huii hsBl heard of ine among many winieMies, Itie faiaa 
eonunit thou to railhral man, who ihsll oe able lo teach olheiv 
■bo. See also Eph. 4 : 11-13. 



78. Hoi these any tvcceaiors in thtir character and 
duties, as extraordinary officers'? 

None that we read of in (he word of God ; neither axe 
we there told, that any ehould succeed them as apostles, 
evangehsts, or prophets. 

AcDi 14:33. And when tbey had ordained them eldcn in 
«¥cry cluirch, and had prayed with fk^iinj;, ihey oommsoded 
them 10 tlie Lord, on whom ibey believed. 



Bonally seen the l^rd Jesus Christ ; have obtaiued their 
commission immediately from Christ ; be endowed with 
the gift of working miracles ; be able to communicEM 
miraculous powers to others; and possess authority 
over all (he churches in every part of the world. 

1 Pel.5:l. The e idem wliicb are anions ywii I exhort, who 
am aiiia an elder, and a witness of the suRerinc^ of Christ, and 

Am I not an apostle 7 Binlnoifree? hnve Inolseen.lesns Christ 
our Lord ? ar« uoi vc my work in the Lord ? Aols lO : H. And 
when pBiil laid hisn«iid» 
them.aiid ihey-ppake with 
ButB9 CudliallidiMriliuK 
every one, so let him wall 

80. Who iMi-e evangflisH ? 

EvanseJistd were extraordinary otTicerB, suited to the 
infant state of the church, who were commissioned to 
travel under the direction and contiul of the apostles, 
that they mighl ordain ministers, and settle coiigrega- 
tions, according to the system laid down by Christ md 
hie apostles. * 

Aols 31 :& And rhe noit day we ihai were of Faal'ii com- 
pany departed, and came unio Cs^arsa ; and we entered into the 
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CATECHIBM. 3$ 

u one of the sevea,) tad 

81. Who were prophett '! 

Thej were persona, who. under the dliection and 
Aoaonlmary infiueiice of the Holy Ghost, expMned 
fte BcriptuTB, enforced its doctrines, pubhcly addressed 
lae cturch, and foretold events.* 

1 Cot. 14:1, 3,4. Fallow aHer ctuirily, and desire spiritual 
gifte, but rather :hal ye may prophesy. But he Ihai proplwaieth, 
■peuketh unto men fiir ediAcnlion, and exhorlaliun, aad comfort. 
He thai ipeaketh in an untuiowa lougue, cdiSeth himselT; but be 
that propheaiolh, ediJieth the church. 

82. Were these extraordinary officers of ths church 
exektshely occupied in the discharge of thiir extraordinarif 
functions? 

No,' they probably took an active part in the gOTem- 
ment of ttie church ; while they certainly engaged in 
llie ordinary duties of the n^ims&y. 

See Acta 10 :U, 47; 13:6,22^ 91:17,18; and S. 

83. In what lenae, then, art the present mimsters of 
the gospel successors to these extraordinary o^ers of tat 
apostoltt churckts f 

In their extraordinary character and functions, thoee 
officers can have no successors ) but in their ordinaiy 
character, all ministers of the gospel, regularly called, 
who maintain the doctrine of the apostles and prophelB, 
are their true and valid successors. 

1 Cor. 12 : S6, %. And God balh set some in the church, fint 
^(oetles, secondarily prophet*, thirdly teachers. 1 Cor. 13:8. 



ipimtion.p SOB, &c,, and Lord Bar- 

prophels were preBbylerB, aa 
ira from Act* 13 : 1-3, uij as is fully admitied bv archbiahop 

~ ■ ■=■ 101-103 ■--■ "- 

, jf Chris., . . 

tka eipreaaly denomioaie lbem«elvea preihyters. (See S Joha 



i<lig:toa's wlis. vol. i. p. 

In tbeir ordinary uiatacter, tbe prouhels 
H»eara fiooi Act* 13:1-3. Bnd as is fully admitied bv 
ftnier m his work on the Church. [See pp. m-M, 



.... la 7: 10. Pbiletn.S 

' fee.) And by every means ihey identify IhemseWes wiih such: 
while Timothy, an evangelist, was, as wo are eipreaaiy tai 



ordaiiM by ^Qib hands ofa preabytery. See Tiok. 4 : 
-*,ik>.107: 



Coo^^lc 



Charity Deverfaiielh: 1 

*""""""■■ "■ '' - - *■ - [onorueji. tbev ftfla.. . - . 

;eRev.2:2. Tiws 



in Crete, that 

Billets in ev«rv cil - — 



nling, atid ordain elilets in ev«ry city. 



in the apoatles' ilootrine and fellowship, arui in biealdtie of breai 
and in pmyen. See also Eph. 4:11, 13. Som. 13:7, a 



84. Who are the ordinary officers of the cAmtion 

Presbyters or elders, ruling elders, and deacons. 

Phil. 1 : 1. Pnul and TimotbeuB, the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to all ttie saints iti Christ Jesds which are at Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons. Acts 30: 17, And from Mileiits ho sent 
lo EphesuB, and called the elders of the church. 

85. Is there any dislijiction amongst those who are 
cailfd elders ? 

Yes ; elders are divided info ihe teaching eldeiB at 
pastors, and tke ruling elders or helps. 

1 Ctn. 12 : 2S. And God hnlh set BOme in the church ; Ant, 
^mstles ; secondarily, prophets; ^irdly, teachers; after thai, mir- 
acles ; then gifts of healings, Ailps, goventmeata, diverailias of 

86. What warrant is tltere for regarding the leaching 
presbyter, pastor, or bisbop, as an ordatary and permanent 
OjgUer in the chitrchl 

Such oiiit;ers were settled b^ apostolic authority, in 
every church, as its stated ministry ; they are of Gad's 
^)pointment ; they are the fruit of Christ's exaltatioii; 
and they are called by the Holy Ghost, that they may 
feed the church of God on earth. 



._ eLord.on . 

cause left I thee in Crete, thai thou ehouidst set in order ll 
things that are wanting, ami onlain elders in every city, aa I hi 
•ppoinied ibea. See also Epb. 4:11, Acta 30:29. 



87. What are the dntUs of the pastor ? 

It is the duty of the .pastor to preach the gospel, and 
to explain and enforce Ihe scriptures ; to cunuuct the 
different parts of public worship ; to dispense the ordi- 
nances of baptism and the Lord's supper ; to administer 
church discipline ; to oversee the religious slate of per- 
sons and families ; and thus to rule, in the church, 
Recording to the laws of Christ. 

a Tim. 4:3. For the lime will come, when they will not 
endure sound docliine ; but after Iheii owd lusu stall they heap 
to themselves teachers, having iiching' ears. Acts 13 : 15. And 
■Aer the reading or the law and the prophels, the m>ers of the 
■ynagogUB sent unto iheni, saying. Ye men and brclliren, if ye 
have any word of exhortation fur the people, say on I Cor 
10 : le. The cup of blessing which we bless, is il uol the com- 
mmiion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, Is 
it noV (he communion' ol' the body of Chiisi? 1 Tim S:SO. 
iliem thai sin, rebulie before all, that otbera also may fear. Ao\t 
S0;%. Take heed, therefore, imto yourselves, ami 10 all tha . 
Hock, over the which the Holy Ghost haih mode you overseeiB, 
to feed the church of Gnd, which he hath purchased with ba 
own blood. 1 Tim. 5:17. Lei the elders that rule well ba 
oountedwonby of double honor, especially they who labor in tho 
word and doctrine, 

88. What different names hai the person^ whojUli tkil 
(iffietj ohtianeA in scripture ? 

The person who lills this office, has, in scripture, ob- 
tained different names, e.vpressive of his various duties. 
As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is 
tanned 'bishop.' As he feeds them with spiritual 
£)od, he is called 'pastor.' As he serves Christ in his 
church, he is sfrlea ' minister.' As it is his duty to be 
grave and prtiifent, ard an example to the dock, and to 
govern well in the house and kinffdom of Christ, he is 
termed 'presbyter, or elder.' As ne is the messenEer 
of Gotlj tie is denominated ' the angel of the church.' 
Ab he 18 sent to declare the will of God to sinners, and 
to beseech them to be reconciled to God, through Christ, 
he is named 'ambassador.' And, aa he dispenses the 
manifold grace of God, and the ordinances instituted W 
Christ, he is termed ' steward of the mysteries of God/ 

ActaaO:28. Talie heed, Ihererora, unto vourselves, and to aO 
the flock over the which the Holy Ghost naih made you over- 
seen, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 



hii own Wood, Set. 3 : 15. And 1 will give you pwlore, tee 
I Pet. 5 : 1-4. The elden which are amoag you I exhort, who 
■m also an elder, and a witacas o( the Bufierings of Christ, mi 
■r of ihB glory ihet shall be revealed Feed tbs 



oFg^, wbioh 



you, taking Ihe overaighi thereof 



Unto the angBl of the church of Enht___ . 

a Cor 5:20. Now, Ihen, we are ambassadars for Christ. X<uk> 
1'2:4Q. Aud the Lord mid. Who then is that fjithful and wtM 
steward, whom his Lord shall make ruler over his household, ir 
give them iheir portion of meal in due season. 

89. Are then names expre^n'vf of different gradationt 
of tccUsiaatual authority t 

No ; they are indiadnminately applied, in scripture, to 
file same officers ; so that among uie mlniaters of the 
gospel there is no otter Buperionty to be allowed, thaa 
Huch as arises from the iniluence of age, pieiy, leanuug, 

Matl. 20 - 26. But it shall not be so among you : hut who«^ 
ever will be great among you, let him be youi minisler, 1 Tim. 
5 : 17. Lei the elders thai rule well be counted worthy of doabl* 
honor, especoally Ihey who labor in the word and doctrine. 



0/ Ike idmlitii af tiikopi laidpmiiflm. 

90. What UtU of the christian paitor has ban tup- 
poied to refer to a superior office in the church ? 
The title of bishop. 

93. Whet i3 the Uteral meaning of the word bishop? 
The word (n-irmmnic, episcopoSj) trajialated bishop, sig- 



AclaS0:3S. Take heed, therefore, unto youreolves, and (o 41 
the floek over the whioh the HoW Ghost hath made you evtr- 
JHTi, to feed th$ church of God, wliicli he haih purdiued wilh 
his own blood. 

92. Are aH preibyters calUd bishops in icripture f 
yes ; they are ciuled ptesb3^ers and biat^ps iadi)^ 

criminatelf. 

Aels 00:17,38. And Irom Miletus he sent (o £ph«uH, md 

(filled tfas elden (that is, presbyters) ^ the chnreh. Tflte heed, 



tbeMfcre, onto youni^Ivea, ntid Id i 
Hoty Ghost halh made you over 
Id feed Ihe chunjh of dod. whicli he halk purelSsed' wilh'hii 
own blood. Phil. 1:1, Paul and Tirootbeui, Ihe servants of 
Jesus Chrbt, (o all the samtB in Christ Jesus -which are at Phi- 
lippi, with Iha iBBhops and deacons. Titus 1 iS-l, See slw 
1 Pel. 3 : 1, 3. The elders which are among yoo I exhort, who 
■m also an elder, and a winters of the suflerugs of Chiist, and 
also B partaker of the glory that shall be revealed : feed the flock 
of God, which is among yoo, taking the oversight thereof, not by 
oonslrainl, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a reody 
mind. 1 Tim. 3 : 1-7 ^ 5: 17-19. See also Acta 15 : 2, 4, 6, 22, 23. 
J Cor. 12:2B-30. Eph,4:ll 

93. It not tke paitoral office th first m On church, both 
for dignity and wsefvlness ? 

Yes; teaching is more honorable, and ntore impor- 
lant, than mere ruling, which is the office ascribed to 
prelatic bishops ; and therefore a ruler, or prelate, cas> 
not be superior to a teacher or paetoT. 

I Tim. S t n. Let Ihe elders thai rote well be oonnted worlhj 
of double honor, especially Ihey who labor in Ihe word and doo- 
nine. 1 Cor. 12:2^. And God hath set some in the chuich; 
first, apostles; secondarily, prophets: thirdly, leachera; aftar 
that, miracles ; Ihen gills of healings, helps, govenunents, diver- 
sities of tongues, 

94. b there more than one Jaudtonraiasion, from whilst 
tkristian miniiters derive their office and authority ? 

No ; bU pastoiB derive their office and aufliority from 
Christ by the Eame ciuniiussion, in the eame words, 
and for the same offices, and, therefore, the same offir 
cial authority must belong to all. 

Mark 16 :15. And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel lo every creature. 

95. May it not be laid, Ikat whOe all bishops are pra- 
byten, all teaching presbyters are no( bishops ? 

As all bishops are presbyters, so is the title of bishop, 
Trtiich signifiea an overseer of die flock, applicable to 
all presbyters who have the oversight of some particulai 
charge, and who are therefore tme scripture buhopa,* 

* The term, however, is also applicshls to one who has (illgd 
tilJB B1B1HH1, when transferred, bv the authority of the churd^ 
■ud tmd^itH Htnction, lo $ome other field of usefutEiasi; and, la 
■ general sense, to all ordained ministers of ihe gOCpeL 



H. How may thii tdeaHty cf frujkop aai pretbyter bt 
;fiiTtkeT providf 

Nownere in acripture ate duties imposed on bishcms, 
distiiLCt from those aaaigned to presbyters ; nor are ue 
qaaliScSitianB laid down lor the one, dilferent from those 
ttid down foi the other. Oa the contiBiT, both are to 
possess the same qualifications, and to dischai^ the 
•ame duties, and are therefore the same. 

Titw 1:S,T. 

in. Wert Timothu and Titat prelatieal biihop* i 

Tbey were not prelatical bi^ope : nor do they appaai 
10 have had any fixed pastoraT chargeB. Tbey wera 
evangelists.* 

2 Tim. 4 : 5-10. But watch Ihoo in at] ihingi ; cndnie aOic- 
ttona; do the work of on evangeliat; malw liill proof of thy 

ddnistry Do Ihy dilLgeace to come ihortly unto nm. 

See >i*o 3 Cor. 8:33. . WheUuii any do mquire of Tinu, be to 
my putuer and feUow-he^er oonaenuag you. S Cor. IS : I& 
8m queatianM. 



ly Iht term angel, aa toed in rrftraua le tieciimH. 

98. What other term, in Kripture, hai been tvppottd 
to refer to an office in iJie opoatoSe Aurek, euperior to (i( 
ordmary biihopt orprttbytert t 

I^e term, angel of the chnroK 

99. Where uthiettrmvtedi 

It is used in reference to the seren ohtirches of Asia, 
in the book of RevelBtion. 
SeeBev.3L 



'■How, of thin matler, (whether Timolhy and Titaa wen 
' ~ ~ 1e biabopo, (he one of Ephesiu, Iha other of Crete,) I 
■n find nolhins in any writer of the 6nl three centa- 
■ at they bore that name.' Whilby, (an 
ymoufmimu,! la uviumcdt pref, to Titiu, ' It in nolaruKIS. tint 

imolhy i» nowhere called a bitiiop by Puil, in eithet of ilie 



100. IFhat ii tkt nummg cf th» Um ongttf 
"Hie word angel signifies a messenger, and mar be 
applied to aaj eeivant of God that bears a message irom 



101. Are iTuie angeii laid to be tuperior to the ordaiaTj 
bUhopa OT presbyters uf the churches of Aria ? 

No ; they are not any where so described. 

102. Are the bishops or presbyters of tht thurcJut of 
A»ia watud separately, so at to allow vt to suppose Aat 
the anget of the thurch mas a different officer ? 

They are not 

103. I^^i then, viai the term angels used, instead oftkt 
tcord bisbcp I 

Probably, because the whde book in which it ocoiira 
is Tcry figuratiTe in its style; and has, therefore, been 
alwa^ regarded as more aifficuh to be understood than 
any other in the whole Bible ; and because a special 
prophetio message was commnnicaled, through these 
angels, to their respective churches.* 

104. Have we reason to suppose that the term angel 
would be familiar to the apoitte John, uiha used it, ana to 
the Jevnak, and other early ehrisliansj lo uiham it teat ad- 

We have sucb reason, in'tbe iiwt, that the term angel 
was the name of an ofhoer in the Jewish synagogue 
which were established in every part of the world where 
there were Jews. 

105. Wbidd thia use of the word <mgel, Im the intpired 
writer, suggest to his readers, iehen_firit emphyed, the idea 
of on officer, distinct from, and tvperior to, the ordtnarj/ 
oithop or presbyter of a cktistian church f 

* It may he added, ihsl, 1. 



^book. 3. I 
I la the biibc^'i olBce, U il 
It his been bnn]([la into ii 



le synago 
e CatecL 
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No, it #oiiId not ; because, in every Jewish syna- 
gogue, there was fjust aa there is now m every presby- 
terian church) a bishop, with a bench of elders aad 
deacons ; and this bishop was mdifferestly called min- 
ister, pastor, presbyter, bishop, or angel of the chureh; 
just as the bishop of a presoyterian church might be 
now called bishop, presbyter, pastor, minister, or angel 
of the church.* 

106. What other meaning may be attadud to tke uord 
flfimi, ms used in tke word of Goat 

11 may signify the moderator, who, at that time, pre- 
sided among the bishops of these several churches, and 
who was their official organ of communication j or it 
may signify these bishops, in their colleclive capacity. 

Rbv.3;S,10,13. 



these, there was 'Ihe public minister of ihe synago^e,' who 
prayed publicly, and tooK care abont the reading of the law, and 

Ibis olEoe. This person was called, ' the angel of the church,' 
Bud 'the chazan or bishop of the eouffre^lioa.' The pablic 
niuiister of the aynseogrue, himaelf, read not the law publlclji 
but, erery siibbaih, he called out seven of the synagogue, (on 
other days, fewer.) whom he judgi^d fit to read. He Blood Ijy 
bim Ihal'read, with great care observing thai he read nothing 
either falsely, or iinproperly ; and calling him back, and correct- 
iag him, if he had mileil in any thing. And hence he was caltcd 
mmmot, ei ' overseer.' Certainly, Ibe signification of the word 
'bishop,' and 'angel of the clmrcli,' Etad been determined with 
less noise, if reoourae had been made to the proper founiains ; 
and men had not vainly disputed about the signification of words, 
taken, I know not whence. The service and worship of the 
temple heiiig abolished, as being ceramonial. God transplanted 
the worship and public adoration of God. used in Ihe synagogues, 



whicli was moral, into the Christian , . , ^ — 

ministry, public prayera, reading God's word, and preaching, kc. 

Hence, the names of the minislera of the i ' ■■- 

same, ' the angel of Ihe church,' and 't>~'---t 
to the ministera in the synagogues.' 



of the gospel were Ihe very 

the bishop,' which belonged 

See Works, vol. xi. p fiS. 
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C^'lStjHmananet, callirig, ami nnJinotwR, iff iitlUfl. 

107. Ii the office efpaitar, or bahop, detigned to 6t 
permanent in the church J 

The paator, or bishop, being comimssicined to preach 
flie goapel, and admmiater its ordinanceB, for the con- 
vwsion of siimera, the edificatioii of belioTen, ai^ the 
coDTiction of gainaayers, ie, neeessarily, a pemuuieid 
office in the chuich. 

Aeli S6 : IS. To open Ibeir «yef, ind U> tun Ihem ftom daric- 
neu to tight, and from the fov/er of Sslan nolo Qoi, that ther 
may nceive foHiveaesa of sins, and inherilance ataoDV tben 

*rtiichaieMiictiaedl>ytaithIbat binme. Maii.2Ei:Sa Teacb- 
ing tbem to obierve bH Ihiagt wbalaoever I baio commaodwl . 
you : and, b, I an With you always^ eveo uulo tbe and of lb* 
world. Ameii. 

108. What are the qKaliJ!cations of a buhop ? 

To be qualified for the oilice of ciishop, a maa miut 
give satiafactoij eviilence that he is Bound in the ^th, 
and that he has good talents for public speaking, sincere 
piety, and a blameless character. 



1 Tim. S:33, Lay hands suddenly on do man; neilherb* par- 
taker of other men's tins; keep thyxelf pore. 2Tim.3:3. Xal 
the things that thou hast beard of me, unoag m<iay nitneases, 
the ume commil thou lo (aithful men, who ihsll be able to lead 
otbeis ulao. Titue 2:1,% In all thinp ahowiag tbyaelf a fM- 
tern o( ^ood worlis ; in doctrine showmg uncorruplness, narity, 
■iucerity, soottd speech, that cannot be condemned ; thai ae that 
is of the coniiary part may be ashamed, having; no evil thing lo 
My of you. 

109. May any indrvidtuil, taho tuppoiei that he pot-- 
WWM thete qudificatioju, take vpon hmsdf the office of* 
biekop? 

Ho ; he who properly takes upon himself the office 
af a bishop, mnst be called of God. 

Heb. S : 4. And no msn taketb it>i> honor unla himself, liut b« 
Aal is ailed of God, as vu Asrun Ier.S3:32. Behold, I an 
•gains! them that prophesy Alse dreams, sailh tlie Idrd, and dv 
tell Ihem. and cause my peoi)le to err, by their lies, and by tbeit 
li^laeai ; yet 1 cent Ihera not, nor commanded them ; Iherelcm 



■ailh the Lord. 1 Tim. 

, . . .; neiiher be partakei (rf 
□iner mea b sids ; keep Ihynelf pure. Rom. 10 : 15. And how 
■ball they preacli, eicepl Ihey bo sent? as it ia written, How 
beaulifhl are the feel of them tbax preach the gotpel of peux, 
«ad bring glad tiding of good things ! 

110. What do yoit mean by being called of God, to the 
work of the tamistrv ? 
This call is twofold; divine and ecclesiastical, 

n trutimdual be laid to kave a dimne 

- . . ^- . 

When he has given evidence, that he posaesseB thfl 

SDolificationa necessary to fit him lot it ; and when he 
tela impelled by an eameel deaire to enter it, that he 
may thereby be enabled to serve God in the gospel of 
his Son. 

1 Tim. 3: 1. Thii is a tnM safiag; if a maa desire the oSoa 
oTa bisbap, he deaireth a goot\ work. TiluB 1 : 7-9. For a hiahop 
musl be blameless, as the steward of God ; not self-willed, not 
•ODD angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
hiere ; bat a lover of hospilality, a lover of good men, lober, juit, 
hoiy, temperate ; holding faat tbe laithful word, as he hath been 
taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort 
and to convince (he gainsayers, 

1 12. When may an individval be said to be tailed to the 
office of biahop, ecaeiiasliatUy ? 

When the presbytery, composed of tiie bishops and 
elders of the cnurches, within whose hounda he resides, 
receive, approve, and admit him to that office, in the 
hope and belief that he has beon divinely called. 





And the thingB t 


hat thou haal heard of 


me, among many wiinci 


ises, the same ™i 


mmil Ibou lo biihfiil 


men, who shall be able u 


) leach oJiers also 





113. b tkert any thine, besides this e, 



Yes ; he must be ordained. 

Titus 1 : 5. For this cauH left I (hee in Crete, thai (boa 
shouldst set in order the thinn tbat are wanting, and ordain 
•tders in every city, as I bad appoinied Ibee. 1 Tim. 3:7. 
'Whereunto lam ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (T opeab 
Ike truth in Chriit, aod lis not,) a teacber of the Genliles, in Mth 



14. Whatii Ihf meaning of the leord ordain? 
To ordain means to appoint^ or, to' set apart to an 
ofiice ; or, to invest with a ministerial function or ini- 
thorily. 

115. How M the bishop, or prcsbyler, ordairtedf 

Be is orilained, by the imposition of the hands of tlie 
ministera, conatituting the presbytery, ahd by prayer. 

lTim,<i:32. Idy tuindj dad<IeBl)-OQ no niBai ncilher be pa^ 
taker of odicr men's tins; keep thywlf pure. Acts 13:3. And 
when ihay hail lasted, and prajied. sod laid tbeir hands OD them, 
IhcT seal ihem awair. 1 Tim. 4:14. Neglect DM the gift th« ii 
in thee, which was given ihee by ptDphecy, with the laying on 
of the handa of the presbytery. 

116. J) ordination nectssary, in tis^f contidered, or 
only ae a lecurityfor the order and purity of the ckarckl 

tWinattoQ m not to be regarded as conveying any 
hidden or mysterious grace or power to the person or- 
dained. It IS no more than an external and eolemn 
form, whereby the person ordained is recognised as ona 
who is believed to have been called, ana thus author- 
ized, by Cod ; and who i/i, in this vay^ installed into 
the sacred oiHce of the ministry. Neither is this rite 
to be considered so easentiaJ, as Uiat, without it, a valid 
ministry, and a true church, could not, in any possible 



They are called candidates for the ministry. 

118. What name is applied to those, who have been 
elhwedby presbyttiy to preach, and thus prove thtir Jiineit 
for this work ? 

They are called licentiates ; because they have re- 
ceived a license, or authority, to exercise their gifts. 

119. By Khat other name arc luch persons sometimtt 
taOed? 

Probationeis ; because, until ordained, they are on 
trial, and may have their license wilhdnwii ot con* 
, finned. 

..,...„C<,oslc ^ 



120. VFi*ti M individual u ordaintd to Ae offct qf a 
hihop, ia he Nt apart to sonu parlictdar charge 1 

Sometiines he U ordained, by the presbytery, as an, 
eTangelist, or a missionary, to labor wliere there are no 
esisting' churehes ; but, onunarily, be is ordained over 
some particular charge. 

TiiuB 1:5. For this cause left I thee in Crele, that tlurn 
■hauldst sei in order the things Ibat are wHOting-, >nd ordain 
•IderB in every ciiy, Si ! had appointed iheo. 1 Pel. 5: 1.2. Thn 
•Ueni which b» among you, I exhort, who am alio an elder, and 
a witneM of the suBerings of Christ, and also a partaker ot Iha 
glory thai shaU be levelled : feed the flock of God, whidi U 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by cooslnint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind. AoK 
SO : 17, 2a. And from Miletus he sent 10 Ephesua, and called Iba 
etdera of iha church. Titke heed, therefore, uuto yourselves, and 
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost bath made yoo 
orerseeri, la feed the church of Ood, whioli he bath purchaaed 
inlb bit own blotxi. 



121. What is iht ntzt o^tr in the (AurrA, after tki 

biikop, or presbyler J 
The ruling elder. 

122. Why is this officer caRed tht raiine Mer ? 
Because he is appointed to assist the Dishop, who b 

the teaching elder, in the government of the church ; 
u}d from whotii he is, in this way, distinguished, l^ 
being called the ruling elder, 

123. Wherue mas this name derived 1 

From the order of (he Jewish synagi^ue, in which, 
besides a bishop, who was also called pre^ytet or elder, 
ihere was a beii[:h of elders, who were associated with 
the bishop in authority. 

124. Whal powert did these elders possets in the Jeuisk 
lynagoguel 

The general powen of {lOTemment and dtsoipliae. 



126. Jre i^mg elders recognised in scripturt 1 
They are ; for we read there of helpa and govem- 

□lenls, and of the brethren who were associated with 
the apoetlea and presbyters ia the early councila of tha 

I Cor. 13:%. And God halh ael some io the church, 11m 

rtlea, Becondsrily propels, thitdly teacbare ; sfler that miia- 
thea giSls of healings, helps, ^vemmenls, diveisilieB of 
lODgoBB. See also Rom. 12 : S. AclB 3 : IS, 36 ; fl ; 1-6 ; anil 13. 

136. From what other consideration may tee dtdiue the 
necessity and acriplaral pivpriety of ruling elders ? 

The power of the churcfi was vested by Christ in the 
whole body of its members ; but as these cannot all 
meet together to traoaaet business, ot all act aa officers, 
there mnst be ruling elders or delegates appointed by 
them for these purposes. 

127. What paisage of scriplnrt i$ most geTterally re- 
garded as expressly idluding to ruling elders ? 

That passage in -which the aposue Paul saj^. ' let tfie 
elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, 
especially Ihey who labor in word and doctrine.' 

128. What is the general duty of rating elders ? 

To act with the bishop or pastor, as ' helps and gor- 
ernments' in the exercise of eecleaiaatical anthonty; 
and lo watch over the flock, assist in the admission or 
exclusion of members, warn and censure the unruly, 
visit and comfort the afflicted, instruct the young, and 
exhort and pray as opportunity may be given. 

129. Do rtding elders possess authority, equally with 
Ike bishops, as ruhrs of the thureh f 

Yee, as rulers, though not aa teachers 

130. Jn what respect are they, with other numbers of 
llu ehurck, lo be in subjection to the bishop t 

ka die bishop is ordained not ottiy to rule, but also lo 
teftch, elders are equally bound, with the other mem- 
bers of the church, to obey him in Ihe Lord, and to re- 
ceive his instructions, as far as ihey are agreeable to 
the word of God. 

I Tim. 3 : 17. Lei Ihe elders Ikat rule well be oounled worOji 
of doabls banor, eapaoblly Ihef who labor la tha word sod doo- 



trigs. 1 FeL 9 . 1. TbB elders which Lrs UMng yon, I oxlMM, 
who am bIso an elder, and a wiiness of the suSiringi of Chriit, 
■Ml also a partaker of Iba glory thai ahall be revealed. Ueb. 
13:17. Obeylhem Ihaf have the rule over you, and aubmit youi- 
aelves ; for iher natch for your souli, as they that must give 
Mcount; thai they may do it with joy, and not with grief; for 
that i> unprofitable for jou. 

131 1$ il necMiary tkat luch offictrs jAouM be otra- 
daUd witk tkt potior, for tht tcu* managtrrunt of At 
affairi of tht congregation ? 

As Ihe bishop or pastor of & congiegation muat em- 
ploy a good part of Bis lime in Hludying Ihe Bcriptutes ; 
in preparing foi preaching; iq qualifying himael^ br 
*snoii3 reading, for the defence of the gospel ; in attend- 
ing upon the judicatotiee of the church; in watching 
oyer toe general concenu of the church, and izipcomot- 
ing its welfare; the coSpetation of such omcers is 
altogether indispensable to the prosperit; of aaj congre- 

Aota6:2^, Then the twelve calWd ibg moltitude of the £•- 
c^riea onto them, and uid, It is not reason thai we >hould iemm 
lh« word of God, and serve tables. Wherefore, brethren, look 
ye out among you serea men of hoa«lt report, full of the Holy 
t^oal aDd wisdom, whom ye may appoint over tbia buaitieiS' 
Kit we will give oui»tves contmuall* (o prayer, and to ths 
mimatryofdie won). SoealBoJameB3:14. Aols 15:4-6. 

13S. What art Uu funJi/Scatioru neC€taaryfor tie ojgUd 
<^ ruling eider i 

The qualifications for the office of rulinz elder are, 
sincBre piety, sound principles, a capacity for jud^ng, 
prudence, zeal, and unblemished reputation. 

2 Tim, a ; 21. If a man, therefore, purge himself from these, 
he shaU be a vesael unlo honor, SBnclined, and meet for the inaa- 
Wr'a use, and prepared unto every good work. 1 Chron. 12:38. 
And of the children of laaacher, which were men that had under- 
■tandingof the times, ID know what larael ought to do; the heatti 
of them were two hundred; and all their brethren ware at their 
oommandmenl. 1 Tim, 3:4-7. One that ruleth well hia own 
hoose, having hia children in aubjeetion with at] gravity; (lor if 
a man know not how to rale hia own houae, how ahall he talie 
esie of the church of God !) Not a novice, lest, being lifted up 
with pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, 
Ite must have a good leport of them which are without, leal bm 
All into leproaoh, and the sure of the daviL 



183. Whom do ruling ttdert rtprttaU in the thiireh f 
Aa the pastor Teprasenta the iduusIit', bo ruling eldeia 

represent the meiAere of the ohurch. 

134 By wAmr are Ttiling elden chosen to tkeir office 1 
Ab they repieMnt the members of die chuob, so an 

they elected to dieir office b; them, 

135. Hoa art ruling ildtrs imittttd vitk their office ? 
Haring been oaJled by the church, and elected by it, 

tbey are Bolemiily set apart to their office with piayer, 

at with prayer and the imposition of hands. 



Such a number as will enable them fully to dtacharee 
all die dutisa inoumbent upon them, towards all its 
membera. 



■XCTIOH Tll. 



138. biia part of the duty of At imton to Uatk, o> 
to rule in the ckitrch ? 

No ) it is not said to be the du^ of deacons either to 
tmch or to role, in any part of f cnpture. 

139. How ii the office of deacon iutingiuihedfion that 
tfrvimg eideri 

The ruling elder, as a reptesentatire of the peopl«, 
sllB as a Bpintual officer in all the judicatories of the 
ehnrch ; but deacons are officers only of that particulai 
ohurch by whose members tbey are elected, and ate 
not competent, therefore, to sit as members in any ona 
of the judicatories of the church. 

140. What U dtclared in airipture to ie th* ex^rtu 
Autvfor which deacom vtn appointed 1 

Deacons were a|)pointed lor the puipose of managiii^ 
4ha tompcsal affaua of the ohurcb] and especially to 



fgffoi to the wants of tlie poor, bj ioBpectiDg their state 
^d supplying their wants. 

Acta 6 : 1-3. Add in thosa days, when Ihe namber of the dit- 
oiples was miilUplied, iliere srose a murmuring of the Greokm 
BgsiiMt the Hebi«ws, becsDie their widows were neglected in 
tu dail^ miniatiation. TheD Ihe twelve called the mulliiude of 
the disciples nolo Ihem,.ui[| said, it ia aol reason that we sbouU 
leave Ihe woid of God and aerve tables. Wherefore, brethren, 
look ye oui among you seven men of honest report, full of the 
Holy Gbosl and wudom, whom we may appoint over this busi- 
ness. 1 Tim.3:S. Likewae rauat the deacons be grave, am 
tlouble-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filtby 

141. Bat dH not Philip, who was appointed a deacon, 
qfierwards teach aTui baptize ^ 

Not while he was a deacon, so far as can be known 
from any record in the word of God ; bnt when afler- 
wards he became an evangelist, he then received and 
exeiciaed authority to texch and baptize. 

Acts 21 : 8. And the next day we that were of Paul's oom- 
pnny departed, and came unto Ctcsarea; and we entered into 
(he house of Philip the evangelist, (which was one of the seven,) 
■nd abode with hun. 

142. li there a Titcessity for sutA officert at deacont in 
the church of Christ t 

Christian congregations should make provision for 
those among them, wlio are incapable of procuring for 
themselves the necessaries of life ; and officers are very 
requisite to find out ^id visit snch persons, and to man- 
age the funds rEussd for their support. 

143. Js ti very advisahle that the temporal relief given 
by the chuixh shovM lie administered separately from itt 
gnrrtwol inati-uctiims and consolations ? 

This is very advisable, to prevent hypocrisy, and an 
undervaluing of such spiritual communications. 

144. What are the qxtali/watiom neceasary for adeatont 
A deacon should possess piety, integrity, diligence, 

and respectability, 

I Tim, 3;6-ia, Litowisa musi the deooons be grave, not 
donble-lon^ued ; not given la much wine; not greedy of BMtf 
^CB ; holding Ihe mraleiY of the lailh in a pure consclBBce. 
'lid let lUcae alio first be proved : than lal Ibea me tha ofiM 



•f k dneoo, beins ronnd blalMlesi. Evm wuuil dteirwiMa 
be pave, not nlsnderen, sober, feilhful in all thin^. Let Iha 
deacons be the huBbanda t^ ooe wife, luHag their cbiHren aikd 
tiieii owB bomes well. 

1 45. In tht distribtitimt of the funis to tKt poor, art 
the deaamx retponsibU, (otd tn tvbordiiMtion, to iM ftocA- 
mgand rvling ildtri f 

They are ; for wo find that even after their appoint- 
meot, ihe apostles and elders kad ia tiuBl the oollectioiia 
made for the poor. 

Acta 11 : 30. Which also (hev did, ud sent il to the elden b; 
the hindB of Barnabu and Saul, 

148. Hoie are deacons tletted to their qfficel 

They are elected bv the suffrages of the members of 
the churches to whico they belong ; and are set apart 
"— tr and the imposition of the hands of the paator 



uid elden 



14T. Have Ike nt«mb«T« ofehurehti an undm^ted right 
to thoost their own pastort, elden, aiui deacotu i 

Yes ; churches, m common with all other free aooi' 
eties, haTe this privilege. 

Acta 1 : 15, £6. And in those days Peter alood up in the midat 
of the disciplea, and eaid, (the number of the namea together weie 
^KHil a hundmd and twenty;] and Ihey gave fonh their lota; 
Bad the lot fell upon MaUhiu, and he was numbered with tbs 
eleven apostles. Acts S : 5. ^d the sayiue pleased the whole 
mnllimde; and they choae Stephen, a man fallof feilh and of the 
Uolv Ghoat, and Flillip,a>>d Frochonjs, and Nicanor, and Timm, 
a^ld'PsrineDas, and Nicolas,a pniselyteof Antiwh. 2 Cor.8:lS. 
And not that only, but who waa also chosen of ^e churchea to 
travel with us wilb this grace, which ia adminislered byua to Ihe 
^krry of the aame Lord, and declaration of your ready mind. 

148. Hote ihould chwch mtmbirs discharge tkU duty 1 

In a spirit of meekness^ humility, peace, and ptayer ; 

with a eupreme regard to the glory of Cbriat, and the 



spiritaal intereste of ihe chnrcti ; and wilbont partiality 
□r lespeci of persone. 

Fbil. S : 3. Let nothmg- be done through >trUe ot vaia-^iay ; 
but in lowljtesa oTmiad let each esleem other better than them- 
•alres. AcIb1:34. Andlheypmyed, and said, thou Lord, iriuch 
knowelh Ihe heart* of man, (bow whether of these two thou hast 
chosen. 1 Ccr. 10:31. Whether Ihererore ye eat or drmk,or 
wAatsoBver ye do, do all to !be glory of God. James 3 ; 17. But 
the wisdom Uat is from above is first pure, Iheu peaceable, gen- 
tle, and eeay to be enneated, full of mercy and good fruits, willi- 
ani paitialily and without hypocrisy. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

COURTS OF THE CHURCH 



Of ecclgsuitlUal courts in gvneraX- 

149. Whid i) fTUont by an ecdeiiastical court ? 

All ecclesiastical oouit ie e>n aasembty of tkosSj yiho 
have the original and inberent powar or authoiity at 
executing laws and distributingjuatice, according to tbe 
oonstitution ; ' and, in genen^, to order whatever pertaina 
to the apirUnal wel&re of [he churdtes under tHeii 

150. Is it laiefvi, for the exercise of ecclesiaslicid mt- 
thority, that Iht rvlers of tke christian church should jotet 
m reguiarly organized courts ? 

It IB bota lawful and necessary. 

Acts 13 : 8, And the apottlea and eUen came togetber. fur to 
cuuider of Ihia muter. Mall. 18:15^, Moreover, if thy bio- 
Ihet shBll Iregpeu Dgsioat thee, go and iell him fail Ault, between 
thee and him alone : if he sb^l near Ihee, Ihoa hast gained thf 
brottier. But if he wilt not bear thee, then laiie with ihee one 
or (wo more, that in (he mouth of one or Iwa witneMes, every 
1«ord may be eslabliabed. And if he sbali neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the church ; but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
liim be unto thee asahealhenmanandapublican. 1 Cor 14:33. 
For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all 
ohnicbea of the saiiils. 



151. Sow man^ Undt of c&tircA courtt art thertf 
Four: the Bession, presbytery, synod, and genenl 

assenibly. 

152. Of whom are these teveral tottrts eompottdf 

Of bishope and ralinf elders, as represeatatJTes of the 
minielets and the people. 



■ECTIOV II. 

153. What U tht chunk letsion'! 

The church seMion is composed ot the pastor, when 
there is one, and the mUng elders, of any particular 
congtegalioD, met together as a church court 

134. What scriptural a'uthority is there for the chvrck 
Muiont, or, at they may b* termed, congr^attomU pret- 
byterieti 

Scripture teaches lis, that tiiere was a pturalitr (^ 
^en ID the churches formed by the apostles ; to wkom 
was committed the Kovemment of the church, and who, 
in order to act together, must of aecessity have met ia 
council 

AcU 14 : S3. And nhea llisy had ordoiiied them elden {thai 
li, pKabylera) in evny churcb, nnd hBd prayed, with fasUngjber 
oomniende<l Ihem lo Ihe Lord, on whom they believed. TittN 
i-i. For ihi» oauH left I thee in Crete, tbat Ihoa ihouUbt Mt in 
dcder the ibines ibol ue wsntiOK, >n^ ordain elder* in ererr oitT, 
u I bad appouiled Ihee. Bee aTso Mall. 18 t 15-00. 

155. What further evidtntt dou nr^turt <^ord, for 
ntch church comU ? 

The titles, given by the Holy Ghost to ecclesiastical 
ofiices and omcera, are such as import a power of indg- 
in^ causea ; and express the same authority whicn the 
ciders in Israel were accustomed to exercise ia eccleai- 
astical matters. 

156. What ore »omt of theae tHiat 

The ofliGers of the church ife called gnldea, or 



oidea by a 



GATXOHIIM. n 

•mkIws,! biilRwa, or oreneere,' eldMB,^ lulen,^ heads,' 
and governors.* 

3:0. Acu7:10i33:34,&,33. lPel.S:14. • Aals SO : 36, &«., 
comp. with Numb. 31 : 14, Judg. 9:88, 9 King* U;1S, in lie 
Oleelc. 'Acts 11:33, &c,e<inip. with JiidK.6^14,Ruth4:3,3, 
S Snm. S:3, 1 Cbron 11:3. • Acts S3 : ^ wilk Exod. 33 : 38, 
MBtLS:t&, Luke&:41, Jabn3:l, Rom. 13:8, 1 ThMS. &;13, 
1 Tim. 5:17. 

197. How ikovld the butiatu of the umon be eoit- 

Auted? 

The meeting of the eeetiaa should be eonstitnteil bj 
piay er, each member being called upoa by the modsr- 
■lor, (who is, by right of office, the paetor or mitiistei 
it.) to give his opinion, and every qtiestion being 
** a majority of Toles 

158. Who are sxAject to the authority of tkt arMiont 
All the members of that particular church, ia whioli 

the seeeion eiOBtg. 

159. Over lehta matta-s ha) the church sisium author- 
ityl I 

The chure^ sesaion ia rf^|ffed with m^ntaininE tho 
Bpiiitual government of m^^nqer^atian ; for which 
pumose uey have power to JnqMK into the ktiowlet^ 
and christiau conduct of the membeis of the church; 
to atlmonishj to rebuke, to suspend ot exclude from the 

concert the beat measures for promoting the apiritaal 
interests of the congregation : and to appoint delegates 
to the higher judicaloriea of the church. 

Heb. 13 : 17. Obey Ihem Itat have th« rule over you, and ni^ 
ait youiBQlves ; fer uiey watcQ for your flou^, as tJjAy that nmat 

S*ve accounl ; thai Ihey may do it with joy, and not wilti Kiief i 
r that is unprofitable for you. See also 1 ThesB. S:lS, 13. 
lTim.6:17. ^iek.34;4. S TbeaB. 8 : 0, H, 15. lCor.l2:Sr?, 
Acts IS: 3, 6. 

160. Sow mai/ any viatttrs be brought before the tee- 
fion, for its judgment upon ikem ? 

Eilner by an elder, or by any member of the chnioh 
preaenting a memoriaj, or preferring a complaint, or 
tabling chaiges. 



XGCLKIIIITIOAL 



Ml. Ii Ihtn any apptalfrom the jitdgmMt of &a itt- 
tian, by a party, tappoimg hinutlf aggrttvtd * 

Yes ; them is an appeal irom the sesaioa to the piM- 



To respect aiid uphold ^a authoritr, as given to 
them by ChiiEt; to render a cheerful obedience to their 
decisioiiH, OS in the Lord ; oordiatly to ooopwate with 
them, in those plans of asefujaess they lecotaiaead ; to 
atrengthes their hands by prayer; to honor their chat- 
Boter, though, like themselTes, itnperfeel men; and to 
leceiTe, and seek their advice, in sll spiritual difficultieB 
>nd distresses. 



Ihem very hiKhijr ia love for Iheii 
mong 7<iur»elvM. Beb. 13 : 17, 



WoA'i uIm, and be at peace among 



■■CTIOX 111. 

-• 

163. Wfud i* the TMxt court of tbt dmnht 
The presbytety. 

164. What u tht meaning of the term jmsiyUTyi 
It simply means an asaembly of elders. 

165. HowU th« prtibytery, cotuidtrtd a* atwrtoftht 
tluirch, tomtjtvted i . 

A pMsbytery consists of all the ministets, and one 
nilinf elder from each congregation, within a certain 
district. 

166. What If tht exient of it) jitrisdielion 1 

The authority of the presbytery extends to its own 
membeiB, and to the several sessions and congregaticoLi 
bekdiging to it 

167. Wkat ji tit dtiign and vie of a prahyttry 7 

It is a court of appeal imm church sessioiu ; it aflbtds 



an opportniiitj' for mutual cooBcHtJitiaa and advice ; it a 
ft bond of tisible union ; sn Guithority, to wliioli eam- 
man tnbmiMion is due, and hy whi<^ le onieied what* 
flvn peitaiiiB to the apiritnid welfare of tha chuiehM 
under ita care. 

168. What ti the icripture warrant for fmbfterv*, a 
court* of the ehnrtk ? 

The Snt aigoment ia fonnd in the oidinance of Ood, 
{nstituted by Moses, by ^'hich partioular coogregatioiu 
were lan^it to biing tbeii hard aad difficult coatrover< 
aies to a auperior eccteaiaatieal judicatory.' This order 
was refotabliehed by Jehoshaphat, who established an 
ecclesiastical senate at Jerusalem, to receive coiaplaints 
ftnd adjudge causes brought before them.' This fonn 
of gOTonuaent is also commended unto us by David, aa 
the praise of Jerusalem.^ So that the ecclesiastical 
aosemblies and synagogoes in Israel were not indepen- 
dent, but were under the government of superior courts. 

"DeoL 17:8-12. »2 Chnja. 19:6-11. • P.. 133 : 4, S. • 

169. But hoa doM Ifcu afford any tmtkority for tvek 
eourttnovf 

Because diey finmed no part of the eeremooial law, 
bat were baaed upon the principles of common and 
perpetual equity ; and dieretore are such courts equally 
accordant to the divine will, and advantageous to the 
church, now. 
. 170. What other argmiunt (on )jOU me, for the tttob- 
'^thmttit of meh courts in the dirattan church ? 

They are enjoined by fliat rule of discipline, lud 
down, by our Lord, for its govermnent : ' tell it unto the 
church.' • For, since Christ here gave no new rule, the 
christian church not being organized, but appeals to one 
already familiar, he must have referred to the practice 
of the synagogue discipline, already described ; and 
must, tlierefore, be considered as teaching, that partio> 
nlar churches are not independent, but are to be m sub- 
jection to superior judicatories, 

>IIstLlS:15-!», 



• SMilMtFuet, 



iia lliii riiBii iif nawm siiil SjrBods, !««■ 



H Bcei-BBIAITICit 

171. £bw <Ii)M tkit appear t 

Oar Sarionr hem pointe out to us, iu oasM <^ efieiK* 
among btethien, three degiees of admonitioik ; & oea> 
■me to bs passed upon coalempt of this admoititum ; 
and, fiaally, excommunication, in case of obstinate im- 

Kimterce. But we know that this is exactly accordant 
the Jewish plan^ and that this vevy authority was, 
among them, comimtted to their councils* 

Lev. 19; 18. Prov. U:13. DeuL 17:9-ll ; 19:15. 2 Chroit 
19 : 10. Eiod. IS : 19. Numb. 15 : 30, 31, and G«l. 5 : 12. Em 
10:8,atia GsL 1:9. Mall.S:!!. L(iliel9:S. Acull:3;91: 
%, 29. Seeal<oCalTinandBeia,oaMaltie:17. 

172. May ise not rdso establish the authority of smK 
(ourts, by a Tefertnce to Iht praeUee of the aposl&s, and 
the order of the first chitrckes i 

Yes ; the ecnplures prove that several distinct con- 
gregations were regarded as one church, and wei« 
under one common government. 

1 Tim. 4 ; 14. Neglecl Dot the kiA that ia ID ihee, whicli wu 
given then by pnphecy, with ihe laying on of the handa at the 
pnabytery. Aou lS:2,4. 0, When Iherefore Paul and Buna- 
baa had no Bmall diacusaion and diapiHalion with Ihem, th«j 
delermined Ihat Paul and Barnabos, and oenain oibei of them, 
■hould go up to Jerusalem, unlo the apostles and elden, aboat 
Ihtt qnegtiiHi. And when tbey were omne \o Jenisalcm, tbn 
were raoeived of the church, and cf the aposllea and elders ; and 
they declared all thtng:s that God had done with Ibera. And Iba 
apoattca and eldeia came together, for (o consider of Ibn matter. 

173. What tUastration of this can you give ? 

The gevetaJ cases of the churches in Jerusalem, An- 
tioch, Ephesus, Corinth, and Samaria. 

* That which the ofaarch of the Jswa called tbe syntgogaa, 
Chriil. in like manner, here calk the church ; Ibr, aa the ayna- 
coguc was a certain epitome of the charch, bo ia the presbytefT. 



.flnCooylc 



<if a tnt tt fi try at JtruteinK. 

1 74. flow way %t he inftrred that there wtre more « 



IhsmBbonl three tbouBBiidsoula. Acts 4: 4. HowLwit mBBvof 
them whk^ heard the word, believed ; imd the numhiei otihe 
mea wbi about five Ihousaad. Ac\» S : 14. And belleven were 
Ibe more added lo the Lord, muliiiudes both of men sad women. 
JlcU S : 1. Aod in those days, when the number of the disciple* 

&B IlebrewB, because theit widoi*s were neglected in the daily 
ministntion. Acta SI : 20. Aud whan ihe^ heard it, ihey glori- 
fied the Iiord, and Baid unlo him, Thou neeat, brother, how cnunr 
tbousanda of Jews there are which believe; and they are all 
xeaLoiia of the law, Actft9:31. Tlien had (he uhurchei lett 
Ituiougbout all Judeo, inl Galilee, and Samaria, and were edi- 
fied ; and walking in the fear of the Lcrd, and in the oomforl of 
&Le Holy Gboal, were muKipUed. AcU 12:34. But the wind 
of God grew uid moltiplied. Compare AcU 1 : 15, 

Secondlv, from 6ie many apostles and othet preachr 
era who laDoied in that chiitcn. 

See the preceding mfereme*. 

niidlv, from the diveiaity of lan^Bgs found amimg 
dtese beueveis, and the necesuty hence oriidng far dis- 
tinel assemblies. 

See AeU Sd ud 6th chapters. 



AelB S : 40, And they, eontinuiag daily with one accord in tba 
teraplo, and breaking bread from house lo bouse, did eat Ili«il 
meat with gladness, and lingleneiu of heart. 

ITS. HoiB tuny it be ihovn, that then ttvenl eongrt* 
gattom vert under otte vrttbiittTial goDmauTit? 

Vuxt, beeanse all diaee eoDgcegUiona aia dawn> 



Acm8:1. And Saul naa cDnHnlmg- unto hi* death. Andat 
thai lime there was a greal persecution against the CHnRCH 
' which was at Jerusalem; and they were all ecallered abroad 
tbrouehout the regions of juilea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
Aciaa:47. And the Lord added lo the church daily such aa 
■hoiild be aared. Actad;Ii. And great feai came upon all tbe 
ehDr{;h. See ako Acta i2, and 19 : 4. 

Secondly, because the elders of the church are ei- 
preasly mentioned. 

Aci9 11 ; 30. Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by 
J., w—j.-f D. — '"landaaul. Acts 15t4,6,2a. And when 



Ihey were come to Jemsalem, ihey were received of the i 
and of the apostles and eUers. And the apostles and elders oamo 
tosetlier for lo consider of Uiis matter. Then pleased it the apoa- 
tles and eldem, with the whole church, lo send chosen men of 
their own company to Aniioch with Paul and Bamabaa. Acta 
SI -. n, IS. And when we Were come lo Jerusalem, the brethren 
iBceived ua gladly. And the day following, Paul went in with 
us iiDto James, and all the elders were present. 

Thirdly, bBCanse the ^watles perfonued the duty of 
presbyters, in the church of Jemaaleni. 

Acta 10 : 44, 47. While Peler yel spaLe these words, the Holj 
CMtoat fell on all them which heard the word. Can any man fbr- 
bid water, that these should not be bnpti zed, which bave recerrail 
the Holy Ghost aa well as we? Acts 31: 17, IS. And when we 
were come to Jerusalem, the hrethrea received us gladly. And 
the day foUowiog, Paul went in with us unto James, and all the 
elders were present See also Acts 6, and 15 : G, ES. 

Fourthly, because these presbyters and eldaiB met 
logetheFj aa one body, for acts of government. 

See as before. Acls 15:6, 22 ; 21 : H, IS. 

Pifthly, because, while they worshipped God and 
ohserTeil his ordinances in different assemblies, tkey 
were, nevertheless, united under one common gOTem- 

Aets2:46. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house lo house, did eat their 
meal with gladness, and airgleiiess of heart. Acts 3: 44. And 
all that believed were togetLer, and had all Ihinga common. 

176. But gratiting there vrert mony different congrega- 
tions at Jtrusdiem, vnited vnikr one mribvlerv, art *Mta 
amtider thii examplt hxrtdmg mpon ovier churaies 1 

It was expceaely foretold that out of ZioD ehodd eaM* 



forth die Iftw, «n<l the worJ of die Lord Ynim Jemsalem ; 

mi since the apostles eontinued together for some yean 
It Jorusftlem, we must necesaarily conolude, that the 
government of this chorch was left for our imitation, and 
Suit in the constitution of all othei churches, their mom" 
ben were united together Uke it, imder the direction of 
peabyteriea. 
IiuahS. Bul.3.« 



]77. May the iomt conelvsion be inferred respecting 
tke ekunA rd Ephtms t 

Yes ; tint, trom the length of time the apoatlei labored 
Ibrae. 

Acts 00:31. TlieTelbrc, watch; uid mmembeT, Ihat, by tt 
of three yean, I ceased not to warn er^ one nig^t and 



B^ 



Secondly, firom Ae ftacceas which atlsad^ th^ 
preaching. 

AetB 19 : SO, 80 mig)il3y grew the word of Ood, and prevsiJed. 
Aou 17 : 18. Then certain philompher* of the ejiiuureans ami 
of tbe stoioc eacoualered bitn ; and some Mid, What will thJa 
bahbtor »»>■? other gome, He seemeth to be a ielter forlh of 
■Qaoge godF; because he preBched unlo Ihom Jesus, and die 
tesurreetioQ, &c. 

Thirdly, from the numbar of believers found there- 
Acts 19:17-%. And this was known to all the Jewi and 
Oreeks also dwelling at Ephe«ue ; and fear fell on Ihem all, and 
tbe name of the Lord Jesus was magnifiitd. And many (bal ba- 
Haved csme, and confessed, and showed Iheir deeds. Many alM 
of Ibem which used curious arts, bmughl iheir books logellier, 
and burned them before all men. 

Fourtiilv, trom the reasons Paul assigned for his ooD* 
linaaDce mere, 
1 Cor, 16:8,9, But I will tany at Epheaua tmll PeDteooil, 



• See Baitwtak^ ITtMr BoiiUBf, p. 463, && 



Ibr > gnu door and sActnal 1* opnad unto dm, «kI then SM 
many advcrMrio. 

Fiilhly, from the multitude of bishops or paatom 

Acts 20 : n, W. And from Milelns he ■enl to Epiiesus, and 
sailed Ihe eldei« of the churcb Take heed, Iherefore, nolo yont- 
■sivea, Bsd lo all the flock otct the which the Holy Ghost bath 
made you ovetseen, to feed the cbuioh of God, which ha hath 
punJtased with his own bkxxi. 

Sixthly, from (he menlion of one of these congrega- 
tioDB, in such a way as tu imply the existence of othera. 

1 Cor, Ifl : 19. The churches of Asia salute you. Aquila and 
Priscilla BBlnte you much in Ibe Lord, with Ihe church that ia in 
their house. Biev. Q : 17. He that halh au ear let him heu wtat 
the Spirit saith unto the churches. 

Seventhly, from the evident onion of these ehmehM 
under ooe presbylerial gov^imtent. * 



ITS. May tht tamt inference bt madt tu to tkl 
eiunhet at Cormtli, and at Antiock, at Ceuarta, and at 

Yes ; u tu^ears from there being more cburch«a 
ih&D one in these cities ' while they are, nevertheleM, 
called one church ; and also Iram there being mailjr 
pastors ti.ere at the same time. 

See, as to Corinth, Acts 13^, and 13:7.10; 1 Cor. l;3i 
U:29; 13;34; 14:3,4: S:4,S; 2 Cor. 2:6. Aa to Antiooh, 
Aotsll:]9,S0,2S,a9,30; 13:1, 5; 15:35. As to Samaria, AoU 
S:S,6,ia,14. Aa to Ceeaarea, Acts 11 : 30. 

* An eighth argumenl, is this. The church of Epbeaos con- 
■isled of both Jews and Gentiles, aa appears from Acts 18, Paul 
was desired to slay with the Jews, lo irtiom, ai appears from 
chapter. 19 ;6, be preached for Ihiee months; andyelthe Epistle 
10 the BphesiHQs is addressed specially lo those who were ben- 
then, when there must have bnen one ot mrae congregatkina of 
ooaverled Jews, 



....Coosic 
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179. You havt nou tstabUihed the autkority of pmr 
hvteries from tht diact^jnt x^ ikt tynagogut, from ovr 
Sainowr'i positive rule, and from tht order of tht apottoSt 
e/utreht) ; u there tmif other sourve of evidrace ? 

Yea ; in the procbce of the apostlea, as we Bhall Me 
when we consider the cue of the Bynmlical sMemUj 
at Jeniaalem. 

AcUlS. 

180. bit necenary, that aU thurehta ihoidd be thM 
united together in one prtib^tmil govemmenti * 

All the churches of Chnst are certainly under obliga- 
tion to conform to that primitive and scriptural ordM, 
which is divinely authorized. 

PhiL 4 1 B. Thoae Ihingi whick ye tutve both learned, ind r» 
oeiTsd, and heard, and won in me, do ; ind tha God of peMM 
■hall ba wilh yoa. 
18t. Why ore thtv ^mder this obligation 7 
Because tEie cburco, being a divine institution, and not 
A mere voluntary or human society, particular churohea 
are not at liberty to set at noueht any of the roles of 
Christ's kingdom, and are therefore bound, if they hart 
Opportunity, to combine themselves into presbyteries, 
for their spiritual government 

182. So Ihty, by ntgUcliag tAu order, Mrnmtt niil f 
Yes ; all that neglect it oSend against the communion 

of saints, and walk not as members of tha body of Chriat 
Rom»:9. lCor.l3:2a. %h.4:ia. 

183. Do congrtgotioni, and (Anr members, owe tub- 
MMMwn to the dacreri of their prttbyteries t 

Snch decrees are reoc^ised by Jesua Chriat, so bt 
■B they aro acooidant to hia statutes, as contained in ths 
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word of God ; and to resist them, therefore, ta, in such 
a case, to despise the aulhority of.Chrial. 

Matt. K : 19. And I will give unto (hee Ibe keys of the lun^ 
dom of heaven ; and whatsoever tlio^ abal) bind on earlli shall 

shall be looud in heaves. Isa.S:m. To llie law and u> the 
lesiiraonj' ; Iflhey speak not accordingto this void, il is because 
there ii no light in tbem. Acts 4 : 10. 

564. Of what iia are cknrches guiity, who this rejett 

the scriptural deierminatiorn of their ecaesiastical courts ? 

Tlioae churches which reject tGe senietice and Jeter- 

' I of ihatr church courts, when couBonant to 



Bi;ii|iiur«- (Hiiujuit a double sin ; first, by traosgressiiig 
against tne wriiten word of God; aod, secondly, by de- 
w^sing the ordinance of (^d, aad throwing' contranpt 
upon the autiiority of his otncers. For cfwrclLes are 
just as much bound to their superior couils, as are in- 
dividual members to their particular churches; that is, 
so &r as they act according' to the truth and will of 
Ood. 
185. Is thert any appeal from the liennon t^f tht prttr 

Yes ; an appeal can be taken from the decisioii of 
lite presbytery to the synod. 



167.. What M tlu mtanmg qf tke term synod 
The word synod means an ostembly of pc 
Igie &ith, and for the same puipoee. 

Why, then, is this divrck court calUd a synod'. 



' As the presbytery is a convention of the bishops and 
riden, winiin a ceitain district, so a synod is ^ conyeo,- 
tion of the bishops and elders, within a distiict bo lai^, 



aa to include withia it at least thfee preebyleries ; or it 
may be defined a larger preebytery. 

189. What it tka impfurot uiarrantfor bi^ngiynod- 
ieal aasemUies ? 

A aynod composed at the rulers fiom seTeral chuiohe* 
met, disputed, and determined a subject then cootfo- 
veited in the chiuche^ in the city of Jerusalem ; aa is 
recorded is the Aola of the ^poMles. 

SeeAcUiS. Eph.4:ll>16. 

190. Is there my otheT ground on vfkick the avthtrrity 
for koldirtg inch autruMui rttls ? 

Yes ; they are in seoordancs with the procedure of 
the Jewish synagogues, which were all subordinate to 
the sanhedtim, or ecclesiastical court, held in Janisa- 
lem, to which Christ refers with approbation, and whit^ 
were the model after which the ehristiaii church w«a 
fuhioned. 

191. DotM the fower of the synodinteifert viilh thiU 
of the presbytery 1 

No ; it is designed to strengtheH that power, and to 

1 92. What pomer dot* the tynod f assets ? 

The synod has power to receive and issue all ^rpeals, 
and to decide on all references brought up from pres* 
byteries; to review their proceediogs : and generaDy to 
take such order with respect to presbyteries, sessions, 
and people, under their care, as may be in conformity 
with the word of God, and for the ailvancemeDt oi Iho . 
kingdom of Christ 

193. h Ihire any appeal from the judgment of the 

Yes ; there is an appeal to (he general assembly, the 
greatest and highest court of the chnrch. 



194. B<ne,thm, da you dettribt tht renerai (usemHyl 

It u the Mgheet jucueatory of tlie church, represent- 
ins, in one body or court, through their bishops and 
elaere, which are delegated hy the presbyteries, all the 
puticulu congregations under its jurisdiction ; it being, 
m fact, a larger synod- 

199. Is tktrt oT)^ warraMfor tucK an aueit^y of ti« 
rvitrs of the dmrch, tn the tcripturtt ? 

There is a warrant for it in the council held at Jeru' 
salem, as recorded in the fifteenth chapter of Acts. 

1 Cai. 14:40. Let all thiagi be done decently, <uid in order. 
Exeb. 43 : 12. This is the law of Ihe hmus ; upon the (op of tlie 
mouDtain, the whole limit thereof ronnd about ihall be moot 
holv. Behold, Ihii ii Ihe law of the hoiue. See also 2 Chroa. 
19:8. 

196. WiU yov state the grounds of tAw optnion ? 

First, a question which arose at Antioch, afiecting the 
faith, and practice of all the churches of Christ, waa 
nfeired, for setdement, to this assembly. 

Acts 19 : 2. When theralbre Faul and Baniabaa had no nmll 
^waensiori and disputHtiua with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabui, and certain olbei of Ibeia, ehoald go up to Jem- 
■alem, unto the apostlea and etdets, about Ihii queUion. 

Secondly^ this assembly eoneiated of the rulers of the 
church, wmle it was open to the people. 

Acts IS : e, 12, And the Bpoetlsg and elders came logelhot, for 
to oonglder of this matter. Then all the mutlilude tcept silence, 
and. gave mdiencw to Bariiabae and Paul, declaring what min- 
clea and wonders God bad wrought antoag the Genlilei by 

Thirdly^ this Bssembly decided the question sub- 
■ mitted to it, not hy inspiration, but after discussion ; and, 
us would appear, under the ordinary guidance of the 
Holy Spirit 

Acts 15 : 7, 9S, S8. And when there lud I>eed~much disputiag, 
Petw raee op, ud «>id imui tbem. Men and brethieix, ye know 



CATEOHISU. U 

hotrthatagiMd-trhiloBgv^ God made ohcdoe unoog ni, tint di« 
OeiiIileg,.by my mouth, sbould hear the word of the goq>«l, utd 
believe/ lliea pLeoj^ed it the ap<ieiles and elders, with the vhoh) 
ohuroh, lo send chosen men of their own cumpany^ to Anlioob, 
with Paul aod Barnabas; namely, Judas, aurnamed Banabu, 
and Silas, thief men among the Oretbrea, For il leemed good 
to the Holy Ghoat, and to ua, to lay upon you no greater burden 
than these necessary things. 

Fouithly, we find, thaX, in thia asaembly, one member 
proposed a. resoluiion, which waa unanimoiwly adopted 
as the opinioii of tlie whole boily. ^ 

Acts IS : 19, 22. Wherefore, my sentence is, thai we traubb 
not them which from among the Oetililas are turned to God. 

to send chosen men of^oir own company lo Antiocb, with Faul 
and Barnabas i namely, Judas, sumamea BarsabaB, and Sibitfi 
chief men among the brethren. 

Fifthly, the decision, which was thua made, was 
anthoritative, extended to all the churches, and was 
sent down to them, and read in them. 

Acts 13:3^. Forilaeomedgood to the Holy Ghost, end toni, 
lo lay upon you no greater burden than these nacessare things. 
AdIb 16 : i. And as they went Ihreugb the citiei, they delnreied 
them the decrees, lor to Iceep, thai were ordained of the apottim 
and elders which were at Jerusalem. 

And, sixthly, the members of this synod were dele- 
gated, not by any single individual or prelate, bat by 
the presbytery of Anlioch, in oonjunctirai with tfte othet 
churches. 

Acts 13:2. "When theiefore Paul and Bamabsu had no small 
dissen&ion and disputation with them, they determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other of ihem, should go up to Jeru- 
salem, unto (he apostlt ' " ' ''"'' '" 

197. But may i 
bTttkretij that is, all tht people, were prtsent at tliii cc 
as well aa the prwfrjterj ? 

From what we hare already Been, it is most certain 
that but a small part of the Delieveis then in Jerusa- 
lem could have met together in any one place, and, 
dierefore, that these brethren must have been delegatea 
by the several churches^ into which these false teachers 
bad entered, to sit in this council, for the right ordeiing 



■Kcnon IX. 

QflluathwbiiJitiajfaHiUd^lkttklwtk, 

198. Wko ha» iK» power of c^mg thtte itveral eoun' 
nb, or thuTck courttj together ? 

The right of calline and dlsfl^lTing all eccleaiHstical 
oouTte is, by the Head of the charch, exclusirely vested 
in chiin^ ofiicera. 

Matt 16 : 19. Aad I will pw unto tlise the keyi of ths kiofr- 
dom of beaven : and irhatioever thou tbalt bind on earth, ibiiU 
be bouad in heaven \ and whalaoeier Ihon ahalt looae OD earth, 
■ball be looied \a heaven. 

19S. Whiit thete art tht rtgviar and cotutitutiowU 
tOvrt$ of tie ckvrch, it it lanefvl andproperfor the ekvrch 
to oppoitU other bodies, for the purpoM of carrying out its 
flantf atid exieuttng ile will f 

These aeveial courts of the church certainly have 
power to appoint any body, to carry into eiecution any 
plans or operations which it is competent for these 
eoarte seTCrally to nndoiake ; prorided, Ihey do not 
themselreB transcend the poweis given to them by the 
constitution, or give to these bodies powers greater thaa 
they themselves poBsesa. 

eOO. What bodiei of thit itiiKf are employed by the tev- 
eral com-ti of the church f 

There are committees, to prepare or finish any aa- 
ugited bunness ; agents, to dischai^e any specified 
daty, on behalf of the body ^pointing them; and 
bocu^, or committees, to whom is intrusted the man- 
aganent of the variona benevolent operations in whicb 
the church is engaged. 

• See Battwirk^ Utiar Boattnr, Loadoo, 16U, pp. 430-434 
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CHAPTER V. 

POWER OP THE OBUBOH. 



201. Do the oMcers of the ckmiA point* aayau&ority 
<KtT its membert f 

Every office impliea aome aulhoritv ; and a church 
o£Qcer, without power to sustain his omce, would be an 
anomaly. 

303. WJuf u sveh powtr tucatary to the qfficeri of the 
ekweh? 

Because the members of the church, as such, an 
serairated from the rest of mankind, and profess to 
belieTB in Chiist ; and it is made the duty of church 
ofiicera to preserve this character of the church. 

203. Ii (Au povier dearly afcriini to the officeri of tht 
tkureh, in striptare ? 

Yes; obedience is required, from all llie membera of 
the church, to those who rale over them in the Lord. 

Heb, 13:17. Obey Ihem that have the rule over you, ud lob- 
mit yoursalvos : for iney waich for your Bouls, u ihey Ihal mint 
cive account, th.il Ihey may do it with joy, aod not with grief; 
lot that ii iiiipn>£table fw yoa. 

204. It the pawtr, lekith ehvreh offitm possets, tudt 
01 to affect the cmU mlensta of mtn ? 

" •- ..t - ccIesiasIicaL and «u<^ as to 



affect men onlv in their relation to the cbnrob, and to 
God. 

John IS:36. Jesiu aiuwered, My khigdom u not o( this 
world. If my Iringdom were of this world, then would my ttit- 
Vtoti fig^l, tluU 1 should not b« delivered to the Jews; but now 
ii my kingdom not from hence. 

of the 

II is spiritual, and addressed to the conaclences of 
lliose who are subject to it, in conlrast to the Jewi^ 
polity, which was eKtemol) ounal, and typical. 

Heb. 13 : IT. Obey Ihem that have (he rule over yon, and gah- 
mit youraelves ; for they wslch for your souls, ■$ they that mutt 
ffive account, that they may do It with joy, and not vriih gnef; 
for that is unprofitable for you. 2 Cor. ID : 4, 5. For the 
weapons of our vrarlaTe are not carnal, but mig-hly, through 
Ood^ 10 the pulling down of strong holds ; casting- down imiu^ 
inations, and every high thing that exailelh itself aniiast tCe 
knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought lo 
HM obedwooe of Christ. 

206. In trhat Triplets u thia power, or govenimenl of 
.he church, xpirilvcUl 

Ila objects are Bpiriloa!: nsmelyj the Bonis and con- 
sciences of men. Its end la spintual; namely, the 
l^ry of God, in die instiuction, guidance, and salvation, 
of men. Its law is spiritual j namely, the word of 
Christ, in its inslitutiona, ooramands, prohibitions, and 
nomiaes. Ila acta and eieroiaea are spiritual ; nunely, 
^ admission, exclusion, or diacipline, of its members. 
And its sanctiona are spiritual ; namely, the withdraw- 
ment of spiritual privileges, and the ihrealenine of 
future and everlasting retiibution, at the hand oi the 
Judge. 

3ee Luke 17:31. Heb. 9:10, 14; and 8:10. Jer. 31:31 
Heb. 7: 18. 18. 

207. To lehat dees the power of the officers t^ tkt 
l^rch extend i 

It belongs to them, miniaieTially, to determine contro* 
versies of faith, and cases of conscience ; to set down 
rules and directions for the better ordering of the pubtio 
worship of God, and government of his church j to 
receive complaints, ia cases of mal-adminislraticn, and 



uithoritatiTely to delennine the rame; and, generally, 
to deTise such, plans as will beat advanoe lite inteiestt 
of the kingdom of CHrist 

208. What are the meaiu, viluch are employed by ciurab 
officere, for the maitUtnance of Ikia tpiritxial power 1 

The iDeana employed, by church officers, to seoura 
this obedience, are commands, entreaties, promises, 
threatenings, and censures ; which are all intended to 
affect the heart ooly, and not the property, liberty, ot 
petBoaal aeourity, oi the members oi the chiuoh. 

309. Doet the very void penceTj as applied to any offict 
m the chunk, imply, that A« teko txettues it is hmse^ 
. Wider tht authority of a mperior 7 

Yea; power implies the execution of superior orders, 
by one who is subordinate to that superior. 

BlatL S3 : S-IO. Bui be ml ys called lUbbi : for one ii yooi 
HastCT, eiea Uhrisl ; and all ye are brethren. Neither be ys 
C*Iled maslen ', tar one n your Muter, even ChrisL 

210. Jh what tente do churth ogUer) poiSMS avtkority t 
By light of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom they lepie- 
»ent, and who is sole master in tke church. 

Mall, 17 :S. While he yel spake, behold, a bri^tcload ovw- 
tbadowed Ihem; and behold, a voice oul of the cloud, vAkh 
■aid, Thii ii my tiekived Son, in whom I am welt pleaaed ; hear 

2)1. Have church officers any power or authority, even 
tn eceUsiattical matteri, independently, or in thenudvei 
contitUredl 

None whatever; they act altogether ministerially. 

Phil, 1 : 1. Paul and Timolheui, the seivaau of Jesiu Chriit, 
te all the >ainu in Chiist Jeaui which an at Philippi, with the 
bi«)u)p|! and deacons, 2 Cor. 4:5. Far we preach aotounelvea, 
but Christ Jem* (be Lord ; and ouraalvea your aervanw, for 
Janu' aake. See also Acts IS : 4 ; tS : lS-31. HtUt IS : 17, 16, 
l»,29. 

212, What it- tht lourte and Itnti'l of all ecdetiiutital 
tntthority^ 

The word of God, to which it is subjected, and bjr 
which it is restrained. 

To the law md to Ihe teatimoay ; if they ipcok 
Mbtbea. 



■ot ■oeoiduif 10 this ward, It Ii b«cMM tksr* 



Httl,%:lS,30 Oo ye, Iherafore, and tewsh all natioiis, }mp- 
tilise ftem ia Ihe nann of Ihe Faliier, aad of the Son, and of 
the Holy Gbost ; teaching them to observe a\\ things wlialioeTar 
1 have commanded you; and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
nno the end of Ihe world. AmBn. Matt. 4: 4. 

313. What a the md, for whUh all meh ardhonts it 

CWnmilled to tht ckunh ? 

The apostle Paul declares it to hmve been given for 
edification, and not for destruction, 

a Cor. 8: 10. And herein I giye my Rdvice; for this a eipe- 
dient for you, who hiva begun before, not only to do, but itlM> to 
be forward a year ago. 2 Cor. 13:10. Therefore, I write tlioM 
ihiugs, being sbaenl, lent, being present, I should use sharpness, 
•(cording to the power which iho lori hath given me, to sdjfl- 

214. What is the naitu given to that opinion, whick 
maintatTU that the chwch possesses no power, and that Iht 
office of its mlers cantisti loUIy in instructing and per- 
mading the people ? 

It is called Erastianism, from Erastus, its author, a 
physiciaa, who lived in the sixteenth centmy, 

215. Lo pretbyteriani atcribe any power to the ehurchj 
wUeA interfares with the authority of the state f 

Ho ; presbyteriaus maintain, that the chtuch is inde- 
pendent of the etate, and distinct from it 



216. Is the christian church, then, entirely independent 

• .1 .-.-I — jrnni*n(? 

as it regards the laws, officers, and dutiet, 



tf the eivU eovemment 
Yes ; 80 taj as it regi 
of the church, it has an indefeasible right to 



Strained and independrait jurisdiction in all thinas sa 
cted ; so that, as the church cannot interfere wifli the 
civil power, in the management of civil concerns, 
neither can the civil power interfere with the church, iu 
the snpervision and control of all things sacred. 

217. What, then, is the duty of the slate to the church 1 
■ Citil luagiatiates may not assume lo theoieelves the 
admiuistralion of the word and sactameutE, or in th« 
letut interfere in matters of faith ; yet, as nursing- fathers, 
it is their duty to protect the church o£ our common 
Lord, withsut giving the ■pieletmioe to any denomina- 
fhm of ehriBliaw>, above (be reel, in sueh a nwoner, that 



all ecclesiastical pcrsoos, whatever, shaU ealoy tk» (ail, 
6ee, and unquestioned liberty, of discharging every part 
of their sacred functions without violeuce or danger. 
And, 33 JesuB Christ bath appointed a regular govern- 
inent and discipline in his cliurch, no law of anv com- 
monwealth should interfere with, let, or. hinder, the due 
exercise thereof, among (he voluntary members of any 
denomination of christians, according to their own pro- 
fession and belief. It is the duty ofcivil raagieCrates, 
to protect the person and good name of all (heir people, 
m such an effectual manner, as that no person be suf- 
fered, either upon pretence of religion or infidelity, to 
offer any indignily, violence, abuse, or injury, to any 
Other person whatsoever; and to take order, that all 
lelieiouB and ecclesiastical assentblies he held without 
moleslation or disturbance. 

John 18:38. Mel. St7. Acta 5:29. Is. «:23. Ps. 1W:15. 
Acis 18 : 14-16. 

218. What u the doty of the chutxh, to the staief 

It is the duly of the church to pray for all in authof- 
itf; to respect Iheir persons; to pay them all jnct 
tnbnte, and other dues ; to obey their lawful commands ; 
and to be subject to iheit authority, for conscience's 
sake. It is also the duty of the church to preach the 
gospel to all men, including those who are in authority ; 
to bear witness for Christ ; to assert the authority of his 
laws, and to require obedience to them, 

3<»o. ,13 : 1-7. AcLbS5:10, 11. Tit.3:l. lPe(,S;l^n. 

219. h Ikis power of the Avrch of greiU wipm'tanei 
to be iMovm and preitrved f 

Yes ; this independent and spiritual jurisdiction <tt 
ij^B church cannot be abandoned, without sacrificing 
iii» honor of Christ, the glory of his kingdom, ^le very 
CODstimtion and baiag fU the choroh, and ail liberty, 
CiTil and rehgious.* 



' * Civil and ntligioUB liberty depend upo 

-. — ■■ .!_ _.-._.i ..^ jg entirely seffflo 

nd cMmot, OiBiifor „--.,. - 

Lo iuterfen vrith eooli otlier. 



220. Hoa may thu tmritval authority and iodepmdtiu* 

^ i\t chunk be molaled or last ? 

The Bpiritaal autiiori^ and independence of the 
<diurch may be lost, b; yielding to any usurpation of 
ecclesiastic h1 power by the civil authonlieaj or to any 
eccIesiaMical dominion^ whick dispenses wilh Christ*!) 
kws, or aseomes His anthority. Such nsurpation, we 
are, therefore, to resist, if needs be, even unto blood, as 
derogatory to the supremacy and glory of Christ 

Heb.2:8,10. Gal,4:7. 2Cm.i:t. IJohn 2:16. 17, 23. 
Rev. 17:6, n. 2 Thesi 2:3,4 Matt. 12:30. Col. 3:10, IB 

Uin.4:£<l. 

221. Do -p-tibuteriajis dtmre, then, any alUanct betattn 
tktir chuTch and iht state ? 

On the contrary, they believe, thai an^ such alliance 
erer has been, and ever will be, et^ually injurious to the 
state, and to the chnrch ; and that it is to be deprecated 
by every christian, as the baneful soaroG of coTmption 
and iotalerance. 



222. Cow ihurcK officers tnaet amy things a .. .,, _. 
in addition, to the word of God, and make tt bin£ng on 



L which are in any thing contrary ti 
tteeiae it, in matters of faith or -worship. 

Rom. 14 :4. Who an Ihoa, that judgisl another man's ser- 
vant ? to tiii own mut«r he eUindeth or falleth : yea, he sbsll be 
boklen np ; for God is able to make him Rand. 

223. h ^proper far any eceUsiastkai pffiart to n- 
qwre implicit Jmth in that,foTvlach »» seripturcd ioarratU 
con be gtvm ; or an absolute obedience to nun eccUsiaOkat 
dtcrtet, xeithont tilth jitoin warrant ? 

No ; this is to destroy liberty of eonscieno^ and lea* 



CATKCHISM. 7» 

b«.8:S0. TalhalawBodlatlietHtUDony; if Ihey speak noI. 
■ccordin; to Ibjg woid, it ii because there la no light in Iheni.. 
AcU. 17:11. These ware more noble than those ui Th«siali>- 
nioa, in that they rooeived the word, with all readiness of miadf 
and searched the seripturea daily, whether those tbinga were w. 
John 4 : aa. Ye worahip, ye know not what ; we know what w» 
worship, foi salvation is of the Jews. Hosea 5 : 11. Ephnim is 
mpressed and broken in judgment, because he wiUinaly walked 
after the commandment. Kev. 13:12,18,17. And he exer- 
ciaethBlIihepowerortheliralbeait belbie him, and cause th the' 
earth, nnd them which dwell ilierein, to worship the first beast, 
wboae deadly wound was healed. And hs caneeth all, bolb 
small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, lo receive a marie 
in their right hand, or in their foreheads ; and that no man might 
buy or sell, save he ihai had the mark, or the name of the beast, 
or the number of his name 

224. Ought any man, out of conscience, to believt ony 
lueh doctrines, or to ohty any such commandments 1 

No : to do so would betray their liberty of coQBoience. 

Col, 2:20, 22, 23 Wherefore, if ye be dead with Chnst, Iroot 
the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, 
are ye subject to ordinances, which all are to perish with the 
using, after the command ments and doctrines of men ? Which 
things have, indeed, a show of wisdom, in will- worship and W 
militf, and neglecting of the body, not in any honor id the sati>- 
fring of Iho flesh. Gal. 1 : 10. For do 1 now persuade men, or 
God? or do I seek to plense men? for if 1 yet pleased men, I 
shoukl not be the servant of Christ. Gal 2:4, And diat b»- 
cause of false brethren, unawares brought in, who came in prir- 
ily, to spy oat our liberty, which we have in Christ Jesus, that 
they might bring us into bondage. Gal. 5 : 1, Stand fast, tfaeie- 
fore, in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and l» 
Dot entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 



225. Doe» liberty of conscience mean a lAerty to trans- 
gress OT neglect any of Go$s commandments 1 

No; that would be licentiousness, aad not liberty. 

228. Does tibfrty of conscience mean freedom from aU 
abedience to the authority of church officers, at far ai thty 
ahtanister faithfuUy the lams of Christ i 

No; they who oppose any lawful power, or the law- 
fol exercise of it, whether it be eccleBiaatical or civil, 
Kaist the ordinance of God. 

1 Peter2:13, 14, 16, Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man, for the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the king, as suprems, 
m aDto govemora, as unto them that an sent by him, fi>r llM 



■CCLEflASTK 



BQiBol'God. See I 



337. What, thttt, do yov mean by liberty ofcomciefict f 

True liberty of conscience is freedom from the en- 
ibreement of any doctrine or conmiandnient of meO} 
that is in any thing contrary to the general rules of God'a 
word, or beside it, either in mailers of faith or worship. 

Act94: 19, Bill Pelerand John answered, and said □mo them, 
Wluither it be right, in ihK sighi of God, to hearken uiilo yoa 
more Ihsn unio God, judge ye. Acts ^:29. Then feter, aitd 
Ihe other aposiles, anawereil and said, We ought to obey Clod, 
lalber (ban men. 1 Cor,7:S3. ¥e are bought with a price; be , 
tUA ye the servants of men. Matt. 23 : &, 10. But be not ye 
called R^bi; for one ia your Master, evea Christ; and all fv 
are brethren. Neither be ye called maolers; for one is your 
Masler, even Christ. 3 Cor. 1 ' 04. Not for thai we have do- 
minion over your feiih, but are helpers of your joy ; for by ftith 
ye stand. MatL 1-^:9. But in vain they do worsbip me, teach- 
n^ for doolrioea tlie commandmBnla of men. 

228. Can any artuU offailh be believed, on any other 
laUkoritt) than that of the written ward of God ? 

It caoDot ; for it is not given to any man, even were 
he an apostle, to exercise dominion over our faith ; while 
a corse is pronounced upon any man, who will either 
add to, or take from, this hook. 

2 Cot. 1t34. Not for that we have dominion over your &iih, 
Tmt are helpers of your joy ; for by fiiiih ye »tand. Eev. SS : 19. 
And if any man sbaU lake away from the worda of the book of 



Q^tAt dtviti^TaofchjirchpaiBer, — wad fit it afiuii^titalie fount. 

229. What are the different parts <^ titt power of t&« 

The power of the chinch is commonly dividedj ac- 
cording to the naluie of the objects about which it » 
tuglcyai, iQto Guee paMs. 

i».,,-..ii-,Cooylc 



230. IThat ii tit* fint part af tht pouer of the ckunht 

Tliat which is called dojiualic, or which respeeti 
ftrtidea of faith. 

23 1 . Has the ckurtk pov er to mate swh articUi ? 

All pioteebuita asree m beHeving, that the scriptmea 
OOBtain all the truSiB which it ie necesBary for man to 
know ; and that they constitute the only jidalUble mle 
of faith. 

332. What other rvte does the ckunh of Rome adopt ? 

The church of Rome adopts another mle of iaidi. 
called tradition ; by which she means a summary of 
doctrine which is in the possession of the chnrch, be- 
sides that contained in scripture, and which is of equal 
authority with the scriptures th^nselves. 

233. b there any foundation for this doctrme of tradi- 
tion in the word of God ? 

The scriptures, on the contrary, denounce the severeat 
anathema upon any who will add to, or take from, the 
written word of Goo. 

18, 19. For I leMify uuto every man Ihftt hearetli the 

idihalladdui 

the book of thia pi ^ ., ... ._ .^.. 

boob of life, bdi] out uf ibe holy citv. Bad from the things which 
are writlea in this hook. Gsl. 1 :9.' As vre said hefore, eo «ay J 
now again. If any man preach any other g<wnel unto you than 
IhU ye hayo received, let him be accuraert. See also Deut 4:2, 
13,32. PnJV.30;6. I«a.&:20. Maltl5:3-a. Col.2:8. 

234. What has been the result of the adoption of tradi- 
tion, as a standard of doitrine, in the chiirth of Some t 

It has introduced into the creed of that church hnmon 



words oT the prophecy of this bixik, If ei 
thoM thinn, God <hall ad ' 
KH>k. Andifai 



dogmas, and ^ossly erroneous tenets; for which she 
demands implicit reception, under pain uf being ac- 
cursed. 

235. What, Iheti, ii the poicer of the chvrck, aiitn- 
gards the scriptures T 

The churcn is the depository of the scripta'es; and 
bound to preserve them, pure and unadulterated. 

1 Tim. 3: IS. But if I lairy long, that tiwu mayeai bmw h*w 



>1lM 

236. WluU furthtr power hat tKe church, in referenu 
to tht ttHptaret * 

It ia the dat; of the chnrch lo explain the Bciiptoraa, 
and to call upon all men to study, believe, ana ob^ 
them foT themselves. , 

Mb). 2:7. For Xbe prieau lips thould beep knowledge, aai 
Ibey should Beet Ihe law at his mouth ; for he is the mBHcnger 
of lh6 Lord of hoiw. Iia.e^ao. To the taw and to the tead- 
iDDay ; if they speak not accordinr to this wocd, it ii twcame 
there is no lig-hl in Ihem. John 5 : 39. Search the scriplureg, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life ; and they ate they which 
teatifv of me. See 3 Tim. 3 : 1.'). Col 3:16. Ram. 15:4. Acts 
17:11, These were more noble than thoae in IDiewabaica, io 
that Ihav receivvd the word with all readinesi of mind, and 
searched the scriptuies daily, wliether thoce thlngi were >o. 



tlCTIOH IV. 
0/ saKfiwHW e/fiilk. 

337. Hat the church the right to drtae up taumarut 

of chrUtian doctrines; as, for tfulance, ccmfeaiione cf 
faith and cateMnns 7 

III order lo euhihit to the world her views of the scrip- 
'turea ; to oppose prevailing heresies and errora ; to 
inatnict her children and people ] to aeceitain the swi- 
timents of candidates for admission into the minietrv ; 
and to secQce hannony and uniformity in her puluic 
miniBtrationB ; it is the privilege and duty of eveiy 
fdiurch, to draw up auch summaries of chnstian doc* 

338. What authority do these summariet pouest, m 
tkemsehes coraidered^ 

They have, in themselves considered, no more an 
thority than any other human composItionB. 
23B. From lekof, then, is their awlhoritu dtrivedt 
The authority of auch summaries is derived solely 
from their conformity lo the scnptures. 



S40. Jr* tueh tvmmarUa to be Ttgord^ a$ n/oOtHy 

No ; the onlj infaOAU rule for llie interpretaliot) of 
scripture, is BCripture itself, 

Rom, 13:8. Lei ds prophecy (or tesch) Booonlinj to the ^o- 
ponioD (m anekigy) of&itb, John 5:46. For had ye believed 
MouA, ye would liave believed me ; Tor he wrote of me. 

241. Does our cimfession of faith claim any othtr 
poaer over those vho receive it ? 

No ; for it le stated in that confeasion, that ' all synod* 
or councils, since the aposllos' times, may ert, and many 
have ened; tlierefore, they are not to be made the rale 
of faith or practice, but to be used as a help to botii.' 

See chaplei xuL 

242. Can you state any other dectaratton, tehich that 
eoi^eitiou makea of the same purport f 

Yea; it declares, that 'it belongeth to synods and 
councils ministerially, (that is^ as ministeiH of God's 
word,J to determine controrersies of faith and cases of 
conscience' 3 and that their 'decrees and determinations, 
if eonsemaiU to the word of God, are to he received with 
e and suhmlasion,' 



See chapter ml 2. See also chaplen i. ii. and x. and ch^- 

243. How, tlien, do vou reconcile the authority claimed 
for these itaridards, ailh that supreme aaihotity ahich it 
tueribed to the word of God ? 

No individual is compelled lo receive these standards, 
contraiy lo his own voluntary choice ; and in aubmittina' 
himselt to the authority of the church, every individuu 
leclares that he receives its standards, betause, alter fiiU 
examination, he believes them to contain the syatem of 
doctrine taught in the holy scriptures. 

See Form or Government, chapter xr. 12, 

244, you haoe said, that no iitdividual ii Ttqtartd to- 
adopt these standards ; irili you now infbrm me wkethtr 
any individual viho may have adopted them, u at hberty, 
tAouZcJ he see p, to miihdraw hi* declaration of fuU beUrf 
im them t 

Should any individual bo led to regud any part of 
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theae studaids as contnur to the word of God, it is hia 
piiTilege and duty to release himself from (hat obliga- 

defend them so Ions aa he coatiuneB to act as a min- 
tsler or elder of the church. 

245, b thtre aiw ihing in (ftu to tnttrfere vnth trvt 
liberty of conscience ; 

Nolhins : for while such a course is adapted to secure 
peace and haimonf , and united action, it also preservM 
and maintainn true liberty of conacience. 

246. Wko are rewired expUcitlji to adopt and promwt 
obedienet to tkt tttoMirdt of m« e&ure & % 

Bishops, licentiatea, eldeni, and deacons. 
Sea Foim of GoTonuneDt, chap, it, 13, chap. xiv. 7, and cbq). 
Siu,4, 



BSCTroH V. 



247, What it theitcondpartoflhtpOKtroflkt chvrtJ^t 

The power to enact roles for its goTemment or order. 

24S. Does this meem, that the chun:k has poieer to et- 
taHish any form of government tekick shJl appear tnoit 
eUgiblel 

No ; as fai sa there is a partit^ular form laid down in 
iBcripturo, that fonn cannot be altered without usurping 
the authority_of Jesua Christ. 

Heb, S:S. Who aerre unto the example iiD<] sluicluwof heav- 
enly IhingB, as Moaes was Bdmoaished of God when Jie wb« 
•boul to niabe Ihs labemonle; for see (Ea;th he] thai ihou maks 
ail tbiagi accoiding to the pattern showed to Ihse id the macmL 

349. Doee this metm, that the church han power to mate 
new laai to regulate the moral condacl of its members ? 

The church, as we have already shown, has no legis- 
lative, but only a ministerial authority ; and her omce 
oonaistE BOLELT in publishing and eniforcing those laiw 
which the Head of the ohunyh has already enacted. 



260. Nat tht charch potnfrto dterei ritei and ten- 
momu,ai u taught in the articlta of the Church of Rom*, 
and^ihe Protestant Epucopal Chunk f 

There is no scriptural wairant whatevei for titis 
opinioD ] and we, therefore, believe, that the ohuioh 
aesnmea a power vhioh does not belong to her, when 
she tnakee any addition to the institutions of Chiist, and 
tequirea their observance, on pain of osnsure or excont- 



251. What other matters come under (Aw povitr of the 
church, to enact rvlet for government and order 7 

It belongs to the chunih to appoint the timea of public 
worship, and on what other occasions its members shall 
join in the aolemn Bxeioisee of religion. 

£52. Are there any other matlert mtluded under thii 
power of enacting rvles t 

It is also the province of the chnroh to point out the 
Older of pubUc worship, to fix the boimds of congrega- 
tions and presbyteriea, and to make ail other arrange' 
mentfl, which are necessary to lecuie harmony and 



0/thi third diviiiatK^ tJu poatr of the chtmh.or the povnr qf 

253. What ii tht third and loit part (^f etdttia$tieat 
The power of discipline or jurisdiction. 

2 Cor. 10 ' a For (hough I abould boul ■omewhal mon of 
our aulhorilv. which the Lord hntb given ui for edlSoalioa, and 
not Tor desirucliooi I ahouUl not bo aihanied. 

254. Zi this power necessary to every society J 

Yes i in eveiy society of men, some power is neces- 
sary to preserve the common peace, and to maintain 
concord. 



365. Hat onv ptr$on a right to admanmi into Iht c&rii- 
tion chttreh, teilhoul regard to iti ruUi or rtgidatipni t 

No ; only those who make a credible profession of 
Iheir faith in Chriat, can be admitted as membeis of 
the church of Chiiit 



Jeuu Cbriil ii 

of God wbich la at Corialh, lo ihem that are wmctlfied in Chmt 
Jeeu9, called lo be Bainis, with all ihu in every place call upoa 
the oame ofjesiu Christ our Lord, both tbein and ours. Malt. 
Sa-.W. Teaching ihem to observe all ihings whaUoeTer 1 have 
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
eod of the worid- Auien. 

256. Why may not others, oho, be admitted into th* 

Because its privileges, by their very nature, are in- 
tended only for those who, in the judgment of charity, 
ate disciples of ChrisL 

John 17 : 6, I have manifeited Ihy name unto the men wfaick 
tliou ^veal me out o[ the worid ; thine they were, and thoB 
gavestlhemme; Budlheyhavelieplths'woril. Aoul9:9, Bol 
when dive™ were hardened, and believed not, but spake evU 
of that way before the muUiiude, be denned from them, and 
«eparaled the disciples, disputing daily m the aobool of ooa 
Tyiannua. 



257. By what meam is this ekaracttr of the chnrck, at 
% socUly of professing chrixtians, to be preteraed ? 
By the faithful exercise of a scriptural discipline, in 



1 Cor. 5 : 7. Purg« out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye may 
be ■ new lump,a9 yeare unleavened. For even Christ our pau- 
over i* sacrificed lor us: (See context.) 

258. Why is this exercise of discipliite ntceisary to tht 
purity and peace of the ckurck ? 

Because offences must frequently arise, from unre- 
genenite professors, and from the remaining corruptions 
of those who are truly pious. 

Malt IS ; 7. Wo unio ihe world because of olfences ! for it 
nrasl needs be Ihai olfenceA come ; hut wo lo thai man by whom 
tlieoflencaconiBih! Kev. 2:14. But I have a few Ihings againit 
(hea, bouause thou hasl there them thai bold the doutrine of Bsr 



iMm, who taught Balak to cost a atanibttDg'bhxik befon tlN 
children of Israel, to eat tliiog* Bociificed uato idoli, and to com- 
mit ibrnicalioa. * 

2SB. Who are to txercue thi* duc^Uat ? 

The ofiicers of the church. 

Hall. SS: 19. Ads 14:23. Matt. 16: 19. And I will give nnto 
Ihee the beys of the icinsdom of heaven ; and whatwever thou 
shall biad on earth ahair be bound in heaven ; and whatsoever 
tboo shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heavea. Mstl. 18 : 
lS-16. Moreover, if Ihy brother shall trespass againit thee, so and 
tell him hia fault between ibee and him alone; ifhe shall hear 
tbee, thou bast gained thy brollier. But if he will not hear thee, 
thea take ^(h thee one or two more, that in the month of two or 
three ^tuefiaea every word may be establiaheil. Aud ifhe shall 
neglecl to hear them, tell it unto the church ; but ifhe neglect to 
hear the church, let him be unto thee as a heathen man and a 
poblican. Verily 1 Bay uato you, whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth shall bebonnd in heaven; and wbataoeverye ahall loose on 
earth shall ba loosed ia heaven, 

260. Hour far doBi this power ^ekmvkoffieertejiend J 
It is their prorince to jud^ who may be admitted to 

the church; to inspect their i^Hiduct when leceived; 

and to censuie and expel such as prove to be unwiHthy. 

2 Tim. 4 : 2. Preach the word ; be iostont in aeaaon, out of 
season ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with oil long-inflering and doc- 
trine. Titus 2 : IS, These thin^ speek, and exhort, and rebuke 
with all auihoriiy. Let no man despise ihee, 1 Cor. 5 : 12, For 
what bave I to do to judge thera also that are wilhout? do not 
judp them that are within? Heb, 13^17, Obey Ihem that 



S 

for your soula, as they that must give account ; that they may do 

i._,.L^ 1 r.L _:,r. r,_ .t.. z ifitablC for 



for they watoh 
lat they may do 
grief; for that is unptoStable for you. 



Ofadmijsion to^ and oxluaor^/nHn^ th* ehvreJL 

'261. Art only those who ore realty saints, to bt ad- 
mitted into the church ? 

That any man ia rEo&y a saint, can be known only to 
God ; and, therefore, the olficers <k the church, not having 
knowledge to discern the heart, cannot detetmine the 
tocret state of the aonl. 



t rule, tbn, are they to bt gttidtd .in tt« 

bers into Iht church f • 
e guided solely by the outward profe 
ode, of inward bith in Christ Jesus. 
Act* b:Vi. Sm whea they believed Phitip, preaching t] 
UuDRi ooDDeminf t}ie Idagdom of God, vid the DunB of Jflfll 



reeeptioi. ., 

They are to be guided solely by the outward profea 
sion which is nude, of inward bith in Christ Jesus. 



263. Wktn u a person to bt rtgardtd at maJtm^ « 
tnHbU pToftstiofi of ckriitianaty T 

When such an indlTidueJ manifests an acqaaintBOOa 
with the leading doctrines of the gospel ; declares him- 
self a believer in them ; professes that hie heart hai 
been lenewed by the Spirit of God ; and nuuntaias a 
conduct becoming the gospel. 

Rom.lO:10. Forwilblheheart in«nbelievethiutarigbleiM*- 
Beu ; and wilh lbs mouih confeuion is made aiUo MlvatiiiB. 
Acta 13 : 33. And he look them the nme hour of the niglht, and 
wuhed (heir atripea ; and wa« baptized, he and all bii, attaiglkl- 

"■-'--"" Iring-forth.lhBrefore.fmila worthy of re 

, „ . .110 »■- --"--' '-- "'-' — "-- 

u fklhei : for I say ui 
lo rawa up cluldren i 

264. Do the mtmbert of the ehvreh, after their aimt- 
tion to it, cotttmue rubjtet to tht authorUg ofitt ruUrt T 

Yes. Such authonty on the one part, and obedience 
on the other, are moat plainly sanctioned by the law of 
Christ 
1 Cot. 8:12, 13. Beb.l3:17. 

265. For what offencet art ntmbertoftht thuTthUal^ 
to iff centuref 

For errars in doctrine ; > for immorality in practice ;* 
for despising the authori^, order, or ordinances of Ae 
chuich :> and for neglecting the pubUc, domestic, and 
secret duties of religion. ^ 

■ Rom, 16:17. Now, I beaeech yo«i brethren, marie (ham 
whioh CS.UM dtviaiona and ofieocsi conlrary (othe doctruie irtkll 
Te have learned ; and avoid them. Tiliu 3 : 10, A man thB( ia a 
beretic, after ihe fintand aeoood admoniiion, nijec( 

> 2 Chron. 23 : IS. And he aal (he porter* at the galea of Uw 
house of the lord, thai none which wu unclean in aay Ihinc 
ibouU enter in. Eph. S : 11. And have no feUowihip wilh Iha 






iMifhiilful woita of darkacn, but latber laprove than. I Cw 
3:11. Bui now I have writlea ualo you dqI Id keep compaaft 

a niiler, or a dmakanJ, or an exioriioner; wilh 
miciisoiie ao DotlaeaL Rev.H:^. Notwilhslandkg, I han 
B few thinm agiinst thee, because thou lufferest that woman, 
Jasebel, which Ballctb henelf a prc^helean, to teacb and to ■»- 
fioed"/lo"d^'! ™°™ ™"'*'™'' *"" 8««*»»- 

' 1 Cor, U ;3. Now 1 praise yoii, bratbreu, (hat ye remember 
me in all thioge, and keep the ordinances, oa I delivered them to 
yon. S Thess. 3 : 6. Now we command you, brethren, in Am 
Duneoronr Lcvd Jestie CluiBl, thai ye withdraw yourselvea from 
«veiT brother that walkeih disorderly, and not alter the tnditioa 
irtiich be received of us. 

* Ueb. 10:23. Not fonaldng- the aaaembling of oonelrca to- 
gether, a* the manner of some is; but exhorting one another; 
and ao much Ihe more as ye see Iha day approaching. Jer. 10 : US. 
Poor out tby fury upon the healheD t)uit luiuw thee not, and 
upon the families that call not upon thy name; for tbey ha-r* 
eaten up Jacob, and devoured him, and consumed him, and have 
made his habitatiou desolate. Matt 6 : 6, But Ibou, when thoa 
pMyeat, enter into thy closet; and when ihon hast shut thy ioor, 
pray to tby Father which is in secret ; aod thy Father, wUoll 
M«tk in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

266. Art aU offmces to be foUmeed by the same degrtt 
efcetuure ? 

No ; Hccording to the nature of IheiT sereial offences, 
eome alionld be rebuked, others Buapended from the 
priTJleges of the church, and otheia excommunicated, 
OT eutirelj out off from all connection with the church. 

Titua 1 : 13. This witness is Iroe ; wherefore, rebuke them 
riiairply, that they may be sound in the iaith. 3 Thess. 3 : 14, 19. 
And^ii any man obey not our w«d by this epistle, note that man, 
and have no company inth him, that be may be ashamed. Yet 
OOBM him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 1 CofL 
9:13. But them thai are without, Godjudgeth. Thofefbre,pat 
away from among yourselves that wicked person. Gal. 9: 13. I 
wodU Ifasy were even cut off wbioh trouble you. 1 Tim. 9:30. 

207. Do the tcriptures attach a very aolenm importattei 
to the ceruwes of the dhwch ? 

They da ; for they declare that the sentence of die 
ohtirch, when pronounced according to the scriptures, 

ii eonmraed and ratified in heaTen. 

B : 18. Terilv I say unto ym. Whatsoever ys shall bia< 
'""Abound ID heaven; and whauoavn yeahall looM 
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may b« gsved in the day or the Lord Jesiu, 

whom ia Hymeneus and Aleiander; whom i oavs ueu»oren 

imto SatBD, thai Ihey may learn aot to blaspheme. 

268. What shotild be the amdact of ihote wAo hoot 
been, m either of thtit vayi, subjected to Iht duciplait <tf 
the church ? 

The^ ehauld b-umble themselTeB under it j and seek 
grace to repent and do their first works. 

1 Feler S:S. Uumbla yonrealTes, Ihererore.ander Ibomishtv 
hand of God. that he may eialt you in due lime. Hob. 13 : 17. 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit youiseliei ; 
tor Ihey walch for your bouIj, aj they that must give accMunl ; 
that they may do il with joy, and not with grief; for that ii 
unproatable for yon. Rev. 2:5. Remember, therefore, from 
whence thou an fallen, and repent, and do the first worke ; or 
elae I will come imto thee quickly, and will remove thy candle- 
■tkdc out of hia place, eioepl Ihou repent. 

269. When may a ^nm leho hat been suspended be 
Teetored to the communion of the church ' 



Whenever sufficient evidence has been afforded of 
tlia repentance and reformation. 

Gal. 6 : 1. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a (suit, ye which 

iidenngtbyaelf, leal thouabo be tempted. Job 
Miever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto tl 
soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 



publicity as to bring scandal upon the church. 

9 Cor. S:6, Sufficient to cucba man in this punishment, wfaiolt 
wu inflicted of many. 1 Tim S:30. Them that sin rebnke be- 
fore all, that others also may Tear. 

271. Is the church injured by the neelect of discipline ! 

Ves j for thereby godly persons willbe deterred from 

entering it; the anger jf God provoked j and Christ's 



is called a brother be s fornicator, i 
eovelous, or an idolater, or a railer. or a drunkard, or an exio 
tioner; with such a one no not loeai. I Cor. 10:30. But I« 
Ibit thelhinst-vr) ioh the Genlites sacriAoa, they norifice to devil 



and Dot to God ; vti I would not that ye shoold Iultv fellomh^ 
with devils, Rei.lb:i, And I heard uiolher voice (Vom h«Tsn, 
qayiii^, Come out of her my people, tlut ve be not partakerv of 
her sins, and that ye receive uot of ha plague*. Jei. 7 : 11. b 
this houee. wbich la culled bymy Durne, become a den of robben 
in your eyes? Behold, even 1 have seen it, gailh ^s Xiord. 2 
Samuel 12 : U. Howbeil, boouH by Uiis deed Ibou has) given 
great occaaion in Ihe enemies of the L«d )o blasphemt 

,,__ .1.. ;_ I .L_. _,..., ,..!._ rf_... -..^ 

— „ _....-ougb™, 

. _ _r------- And ^eve act the Holy Spirit of 

Qudf ivbflreby ye are Hea^ unlo the day of redemptioil. 

273. May a chvrch, by tht utttr neeleet of diac^iluie, 
ttate to bt a Inu and living ckurch of Christ * 
Yes ; tliis bu happeneo. 

Her. 2:9, I (mow thy worku, and Ii^mlatioD, and poverty, 
(but tlion art rich,) and 1 know the blaaphemy of tnem which ny 
they are Jews, and are not, bui are Ihe aynagogue of Satan.. 
Rav. 3:9,10. Behold, I will make Ihem of Ihe gyna^ogus<^ 
Satan, which tay they arc Jews, and arc noi, but do lie ; beboM, 
1 will make them oome and worship before Ihy feet, and to kninr 
that I have kived Ihee. So then, becauH Ihou art lukewarm, aod 
neither cold nor hoi, I will spue thee out of my mouch.* 

273. On the other hartd, art there many and gnat 
btnefiti arieing from the txtrau of ttrict and faithfvl 



2T4. What bejujita may ante to thi offmdtr from tk 

exerciiB ofdisdjliae ? 

Bj this he sees sin to be evil and ahameful ; and if 
ha receive the censure in a ptttper spirit, it hae a pow- 
erful tendency to humble, reclaun, and edify him. 

3 Thau 3 : 14. If any mui obey lot oar word by this epialla, 
note thai man, and have no company wilh him, that he mKf b* 



*' Aj> the Eaviag doctrine of Christ is the wjulofthe ehimh,H> 
disciphne forms Ihe ligament which connecls die memberv U^ 
gwther, and kesps each in its proper place. Discipline, ther^bia, 
serves as a bridle id curb and nairam the refractory, who resM 

Nisty (iiUen may be chastised in 



a feihcr's rod, wilh which those who have grie»- 

may be chastised in mercy and with the nnueaeM 

of the Spirit of ChnsL' Calvin's Ltstitalea, chap. (u. book i*. 



. 2Car.7:9,10. NowlnjoEcenotllutjre weramate 
tony, but thai ye K>in>w«d to repealuice ; for godly sonow 
WOHceth repsDtuictt Id wlwlion, not to be repented of 

279. fPhat btn^ ariie to tin chunhfrom the faithful 
txertiae qfditeipliru 1 

Hereby sinnera are discouraged from hypocritically 
joining tbe charch, uid the leaVen which might infect 
the whole lump is purged oul;i the number of her true 
CouTerts is increased ;* her holiness is manifested ;* Iha 
honor of her Head ia vindicated ; * and God's gracioua 
piesence and blessing secured.'' 

> 1 Cor. S:T, Purge out, theiefbte, the old kavea, that ye 
Dwy be ■ new lamp. 

* Aou IS : 4, 5. As they went-thtonsh the cities they dehmred 
tium the decreoH for to teep^ Uut Were ordaiaed of the iposttea 
•od elders, which were at Jeruulem \ and so were the chuicbes 
ostablished iu ths faith, eod iDoreased in namber daily. Ante 
S: II, 13, 14. And neat fearcame upon all Ihe church, end opoa 
U many a* hesnl Iheee things. And of the rest, durst no man 
ioiik himself 10 them; but ihe people magniled them. And be- 
lieven wen the mora added to the Lord : multitudes, both of 
men and woioen, 

' John S : 16, IWlie these things hence ; make not my Father's 
boose an house of merchandise. 

* Ezek. 36 : S3, The heatheo shal! know that I am tbe Ijord, 
■aith Ihe Lord God, when I shall be sanctified in you bebni 



* i Cor. 6 : 17, 18, Come out tram a 
wpaiate, saith the Loid, and touch not Ine unclean thine ; e 
will receive you, and be a Falher unto you, and 3*0 shall be my 






IS and daughters, sailh the Iiord Almighty. 



276. But may not tht offender, by the txtraae of dit- 
cniline, be led lo fonake the preaching of the gospel, imd 
thui become more hardenedl 

Aa discipline ia an ardinance of God, we mnst eipect 
the neglect rather than the txercise 01 it to harden the 
airmer; but if, in his pride and obstinacy, he disregard 
the adTontages which flow from it, when received in a 
right spirit, the mlera of the church are not to be de- 
terred from their duty, any more than (he minister of the 
^pel from preaehi^, because many are hardened by 
It, and have their guilt end dangers increased. 

3Cor.3^15. To the one we are the savor of deatbuDto death; 
and to the other, the savor of life unto life. Judc 19. These be 
dwy iriu) aapaniie themielvea, sensual, havms not the Spirit. 



277. Art tht ruUra of the chtireh deeply respoiaH^ far 
the right txenUt of discipline ? 

They who hold office by appointment irom Christ 
whose faithfalnesB will be fallowed by so many and 
great blessings, whose negligence must be the souroa 
of such deep and lasting inj uries to the church, dishunoi 
to Christ, and evil to sinneTs, ehould feel themselves 
under e. moat solemn responsibility in this mattei, and 
mnat expect to be called to a most sliict account, at the 
day of judgment, for the part which they act in relation 



I crown of f^Wy that fkdetb Dot a 
)bey them tliat have the m!e over you, iiid gubmil 
V Ihey wHtch for jaar souls, as Ihey that musl g 
ut Ihey may do il wilb joy, and not with grief. 



a the Chief Shepberd shall appear, ya 

jf glory thai fadetb not away. HeV 13:17. 

Obey them that have the rate 

fyi Ihey watch for 

that they may do it 

278. Hote may each metaber of the ehureh fully under- 
ttand ail its rulee, and order of dUcipline 1 

Bjr studying the Form of Government and Book of 
Discipline attached to (he Confession of our Faitn, sad 
which every member of ooi chnrcb should posoesa. 



■fli, Google 



CHAPTER VI. 

FELLOWSHIP OF THE CHUKca. 



O^ lit nalar* and mttuity <if AttrA ftBavihap. 

3T9. b a humledn of tlu Inu nature, eojutitvtion, 
atd dttign of tht ehurth, important to all its mtmberi ? 

It U important ; for otherwise they will be in ignonnoe 
of those duties, wluch they are nnder obligation to di»- 
chttrge, as members of the cbaroh. 

Eiet 44 : 5, 6. And the Lord uid unto me, Soa ol* man, muk 
well. Bad heboid with Ibine eyes, and h«r with Ibiiie ears,*]! 
thai I say unto ihee coiit»rning tlL the ofdiuBDces of the bouse 
of the Lord, and all the laws thereof; aud mark well the enter- 
ing in of the houKe, with every going forth of the sanctuary. And 
ye have not kept the charge of my ttoly things; but ye have set 
keeperg of my charge in my sanctuary for youreelves. Matt. 
5:19. Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least ctHs- 
maddments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the leaal 
ID Ihe kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, (he sams shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

aSO. Who are members of tht vitible church of C*riit* 

Those who have been admitted into it on profession of 

their faith and obedience, together with their childreiL 

Aots 2 : 38, 39, 47. Then Peler said unto them, Repeal, and 
be bajiliied every oqb of you in the name of Jesus Cbnat fiv the 
(emission of sins, and ye shall receive theeifl of the Holy Ghoet. 
'Vnr the promise is aalo you, and to your children, and to all that 
are aihr otT, svea as many as the Lord our God shall call 

281. Is it the duty of aS, or only of aojoc, to beam* 
m«i«i*r» of the chvrch of Christ 1 

It is the unquestionable duty of all who hear the go»- 



ICOXIflllTIOlL Oi.TX0HI 



niniuiaa of sias, uid ye sball receive the gin of Ihe Holv 
Ghosl. Rom. 10 : 9. Thai if Uiou shall canreu wilh Iby moutb 
the Lord Jesun, and shah beheve in Ihioe heart that God halli 
raisedhimfroinlhedead.lhoiishalibeMved. lJohnl:3. That 
which we have aeea and heard declare we uato you, tiiat ye mar 
also hare rellowBhip wilh us ; and, truly, our (ellowship i» wilh 
the Father, and with hia Son JesuB Christ 

282. What are the ends of church fellowship ? 

The wids of church fellowship aie, that chriatiiuM 
ma^ hold forth the doctrincB of the Bible ; maiatain the 
ordioances of th« goapet, tmcomipted ; promote theii 
mntoal holiness and edificatioD ; and thus become fitted 
flK glory. 

CoL2:S. "Rti their hearu might be coinlbrted, berag- kak 
together ia love, and unto all riches of the fiiU asnjrauoe of iui> 
d^landing, lo the acknowledgment of the niystery o( God, anA 
of the Father, and of Chris L Rev. 2:33. But that which n 
bave already, bold fast till I come. Phil. 2:13. Thai ye maybe 
blemelewi and harmleaB, the aons of God, wilhont rebuke, in the 
Mddit of a crooked and perverae nation, among whmn ye abino 
■■ lights in the world. Col. 1 : 12. Giviog thanks UDto tka 
Father, which hath made ua meet to he partakers of the inher^ 
lance of the aalnU in light. 

283. Wkalarethe privilegts of member* of the chunkt 
ITie participation of the Lord's supper ; tlie baptisni. 

of their children ; paaloral oversight ; the sympathy EUd 
prayets of the church; the special promiaes of God; 
ano^e right of deciding; upott all matters referred to 
them, relative to the spiritual interests of the church. 

Isa. 4 : 3, 0. And tlie Lord will create, upon every dwellioy- 
plaoe of Mount Zion, end upon her aasemhiioii, a cloud aid 
■moke by day, and the shining of a flamiiie fire by night ; for 
l^)OD all the giory shall be a defence. And there sl^l be a tat^ 
1. r._ _ ,i,ado„_ in ihe day-time, from the heat, and for a 



place of refiigo, and for a covert from 

l'nm.4^10. For therefore we both lab( 

because we trust in the living God, wht 

men, especially of those thai believe. AcU 2:43. And ther 

eonlinued steadfastly in the apostles' dootrineandfallowah^, ana 

inbiwkin^ofbreBd.aDdmprayara. Fa.l47: 19, QO. He ihow 



labar SDd suRer reproach, 
6 Saviour of aU 



jodtmenU, Ihey have not knowa llieni. Fmiae ye tlie Ij(»d. 
Kom-S:!. Whomre iBmalilei; lo whom pettaineih iha sdop- 
lioD, and the glory, and the caTeoants, and the gitiag of the hw, 
and (he lenice of Ood, and the promisea. 



■■CTinit II. 
Qf tiu ivtia of eimek mmitim. 

2Si. What duties do vumberi of Iht church otee to 
^etr paitori 

They should submit to his just and scriptural author- 
i^; love smd esteem himj attend constantly upon bis 
ministiBtions ; ooopeiate with him in every good work ; 
liberally support bun ; and earnestly pray for him. 

1 Hew. 3: 13. And lo eiteem them very highly is lave, Ibr 
dieir work's lake. And be at peace among younelve*. Heb. 
13:7. Remember them which nave Iherule over you, who have 
^oken uDto you Ihe word of God ; whose &ilh follow, conaid- 
erins the end of their coDverBalion. See alu 1 Cor. Id : 19, 16. 
llSeH.5:ll,13. 3 Cor. 1:11. 

385. Whia ivtU* do tk4 mtmber* of tht tkitnh dim to 

one another i 

They should lore one another; visit each other in 
affliction ; pray for one another ; when necesaary, exer 
eise forbearance and charity; watch over one another; 
and endeavor to live in peace and harmony. 

ObI. 6 : 3. Bear ye one another') burdena, and so fulfil the law 
«f Chrial, jBme>d;lB. Confeaa your bulu, one to aoolher, and 
]>iBy, one Ibr another, that ye may be healed. The eSectual Ar- 
rnnt prayer ofa rightsous man availeih much. Eph 4 : 3. With 
■11 lowlmBBg and meekneas, wiib long-aufiering. forbearing one 
another in love. Rom. 13 : 13. Diitributius lo the neceuity of 
iainia ; given to hoipitality. 1 John 3 : 17. But who» haih Ihia 
world's good, and aeeth big broiher have need, and shuiieth np 
hit boweli of compBision from him. how dwelleth the love of 
<3od>nhim? Lev. 10 : 17. Thou ahnlt in any wise rebuke tlw 
neighbor, and not niflet on upon him. See akao 1 Pet. 5 : 3. 
nil 3:3. 

S86. What dutiet do meinbert of the eharch ove (o 
a« church iit-elf* 

lliey are bound to suppoH it; to take a deep md 
active interest in all its oonoema ; to seek its pioaperilj 



wobyty 

benogalhc 



hy ftll Uwfnl meaos ; uid cordially to eabmil to its di«- 
tupline. 

1 Cor. 16:2. l^ionlhe fint dav of Ihe week, let eveiy oosof 
' '' f him in Blore, a* God utli prospered him, Uiiil tliere 
leringi when I oome. 
287. What u the duty of mrnibtn of Iht church to 
thtmuhies, atiadwidwds i 

To grow in knowtedse, in grace, and in commimion 
wifli God ; and to lead holy and exemplary live*. 

Jolin5:39. S«rch the icripluret; for in them jo Uuak v« 
have elemal life ; and thof are tbey which te>(ifjr of me. Fi. 
1:3. But Ilia delight ij in the iawof the Laid i and in his law 
dolh he meditale day and ni^L 

388. What is tht duty of mttitben of the church, at 
htadi offatnUies i 

To mainlain family prayer ; to set a holy example ; 
and to govern and direct their children, and aervanta, in 
ihe tear and admonition of the Lord. 

Oen. 18 ; 19. For I know him, that he will command hit chfl- 
dren, and hi» household alter bim ; imd ihey (hall beep the way 
ei the Lotd, to do justice and jud^ent; that the Lord Diay 
bring upon Abraluim that which he hath spoicen of him. Pa. 
118 : IS. The voice of rejoicing and mlvaiion u in the taberoaclei 
•f the ririiteouB ; the right hand of the Lord doeih valiantly. 
Jer. la -.25. Pour out thy fury upon the heathen, that know Ihee 
not, and upon the bmilies thai call not on thy lume, £ph.6:4. 
And, ye others, provoEce not your children to wialh ; but bring 
Ibem up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

S89. What ii the duty of church mtmbtra, at citittm 1 

They should Hve peaceful, holy, and unblamable 
lives, in all honesty and fidelity ; adomiog the doctrines 
of God our Saviour ■ and, as &r as lieth in them, seour- 
ing a good report of them that are wlthoat. 

2«a. What it the duty of j»embtr* of the church, at it 
regardt property f 

They should remember, that, in the possession of 
whatever amonnt of property tfley have, they we stew- 
aids for God, and must render an account to him, of lh« 
manner in which it has been used, for the furtheranoe 
of his glory. 

3C<>r.9:7. JtaMll:». See ilw Frav. 3 : 9. 111ai.6:17. 
Bnn.ia:U,UL 



n XOCLKII^ITICAL GATIORIBM. 

2V1. b tt r^uiol tkut ta tontribaU to At tmfort a» 
iprtad of tie eaiut of Chri*t ievertbf reproved m tcr^ 

Tea; it ia distinodj aaid to be a sign of a gracelea 
■Ute ; while, aa Ihe contcary, liberality is re^uded a 
ooe erideuoe of chiistias olurooter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

■ ELATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

TO OTHER SENOHINATIONS, AND TO 

THE WORLD. 



293. Diij ike tkixnk of Christ tdicayt ctmtiatie pure f 
Evea fiom the very tune of the apostlea, the churok 
was greatly diBtracted by niuaberleBs herefiiea and sa* 
penhtiraui, of the most extravagant desciiptioa ; and the 
Dishops of Rome, pretending to be the Euccessors of the 
ftpoelle Peter, gradually sabj ected all the other churches 
to their control, and, at length, showed that they v)en 
that antichrist, iriuch had been foretold. 
2nuaa.2:3-7. 

293. When did Ae ckimk of Clirist throw off the yokt 
of Rome F 

Taiions chnrcheH and indiTidnala attempted, at dif< 
feimit times, to throw off the yoke of the cbuich of 
Rome, some of whom only partially succeeded, while 
kll of them were persecuted, and many dBstroyed ; till, 
at length, God raised up Lather, who, assisted by the 
German princes, protested against the authority of the 
ooipo i and thus, ever since, the church of Chiist hu 
been « proteslant church. 

294. h the tern protetlant proptrly applitobU to lie 
frttbyttrion thank ^ 

.......Coosic 



n coQunon widk all &a 

29S. Why are ihtit all dtnommattd proltatant '^ 

Because ihejr atLll adhere to that solenm protest, 
which was made, by the leformets of the sixteeodi 
century, ag^ust the eiiors and comiptions of the ohnroli 
of Rome. 

a96. Name lotm of tkost errors and carruplioni of the 
thuTch of Rome, aganat whieh the ehureh of Chriit luu 
&ui pTOttSUd. 

First, the chmvh of Rome denies that the scnptureB 
alone are a sufficient rule of faith and practice. 

S:SO. To the law and to Ihe teiiimony ; if ihey speak Dot 
ing lo this wordt it a tmcaUBe there La do Li^t id Ihem. 
AoW 17:11, Tlieso were more noblBttianthoBB in Thaasabnio*. 
in that they received the woid, witb all readineu or mind, and 
Searohed tha Hcripturea daily, whether ttioee thiaga were no, 
2 Tim. 3 : 16, 17. All acripture la given by inapiraiion of God, 
■■d ia piofilatJe for doctrine, for reproof, for correotioD, ibr m- 
■miction in rightsousneai ; thai the man of God may be perfiM^ 
thoroughly furnished unio all good works. John 5: 39. Seardi 
the acnplurea ; for in [hem ye think ye have etenial life ] ind 
they are they which tealiiy of me- 

Secondly, it teceires oral traditions, as of equal an* 
thoiity, in religions matlets, with the scriptures : and 
thus substitutes human authority for the word of God. 

Matt. 15 : 3, 6. Bui he answered and said uBlo them. Why do 
n aba Irauagresa the uommandinent of God, by your tisdiikn T 
Thui have ya made the oommoadmenl of God of none efibot 
by your liadiiion. Gal. l^a But though we, or an angelfiom 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which 
we have preached unio you, let him be accursed. CoL 2:8. 
Beware lest any mau spoil you, throuBh philosophy and vain it»- 
eeii, after the tradition of men, aftet tne rudiments of the worid, 
and not alker Christ. Prov. 30 : 5, 6. Every word of God a 
pure ; he ia a shield unto them that put their trust In him. Add 
uou not unto hia words, leat he reprove thee, and thou be foond 
alkr. Rev.Sa^lS. For I leatify unto every man thai heaiedt 
the woida of the prophecy o! Itaia boob, If any man tbtil add 
tlnto these tUngs, Cod ihill add nnlo him the plaguei dial »ni 
written in this boolc. 

Thirdly, it makes the apostle Peter the foundatim of 
file church, and thus destioys die only true foundation, 
which ia laid in ^tan. 



1 Cor. 3 : 11. Far olber foHBdalion can oo may lav, than (kol 
f* laid, wbicfa is Jeeiu Christ Acts i : 12. Meithei » there ni- 
vatioa in any other : for there is none other name under heaven, 
gilen among men, whereby wa iliiat be saved. 

Fourthly, it teaches that the pope of Rome is the vis- 
ible and supreme head of the univetaal church, and 
thns denies the fandamenlal doctrinea of the headship 
and supremacy of Christ. 

Eph. I :SS. And hath pat all things under ISa fact, and gava 
Him to be the head over all things to the cbarob. CoL 1 : 18. And 
Be is Ihe head of the body. Ibe churoh; who is tJ ' 
the first-born fiam the dead ; that in all things Ue m 



FiAhly, it conducts the prajBrs of the church in an 
OOknovn tongue, so that tliey coQuot be profitable to 
the people. 

1 Cor. U;9, 11, 14, 16l So likevriae ye, except ye utter by Ihe 
tongue words easy la be understood, how shall it be known what 
it spoken? fur ye Bbal] speak into ihe air. Therefore, if Iknoir 
MM the meaning- of the voice, I thai] be unto him that speaketh 
a batberian ; and he that speabetb shall be a barberian unio me. 
For if I pray in an unknown tongve, my spirit prayeth, but mT 
understanding is unfmiirul. Else, when thou sWt bless win 
tbe spirit, how shall he thai occopielh the room of the unlearned 
an Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he underslaudeth not 
WtBl thou tayestf 

Sixthly^ it pays divine worship to ihe virgin Mary, 
which is idolatry. 

Matt 4:10. Then saith Jesus onto him, Get Ibee henos, 
aalan ; (i:ir it is wriiien, Thou shall worship Ate Lioid thy God, 
aad him only sholt thou serve. Pbil 3 : 9, 10, 11. Wherefore, 
Ond alio hath highly exalted him, and given hhn a name which 
ji above every name ; that at tbe name of Jesus even Imea 
•taonld bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
■■der the earth ; and that every tongue should confess that Jesoa 
Christ is Lord, to the gbry of God die Father, 

Seventhly, it teaches ita membeni to pray to sainls 
and angels, as mediators or intercessors, while there is, 
as scripture teaches, but one mediator between God and 
man. 

It«v.ie:10. And t fell at his feet, to worship him. And hs 
■lid unto tne, See thou do it not ; I am thy fellow'Servmil, and 
of thy brelhren that have the testimony of Jesus : worship God ; 
ftrtbelestiinoDy of Jesusia theBpiriiof prophoajr. IJokailil- 



H XCCLEItllTIClI. 

Hf Utile cbildnn, ibew things write I unto yon, Itial ye sin not 
And if nay man sia, we hsTe an udvocale with the Father, Jem* 
Chrni the righteoua. 1 Tim. 2:S. Tat there is one God, and 
<XM medielor between God and men, the maa Christ Jestw. 
1 Cor. S : 6. But to di there ia but one God, the Father, of whom 
■re all Ihingi, and we in him ; and one Ixird, Jeaua Christ, bf 
whom are all things, and we by him. 

Ei^thlj, it uses iniHses in worship, and pays odotai- 
tion to the Bacnunental elements, and the images of 
aaints, which a also idolaliy. 

^xodiu 30 : 4, 5. Thon sbalt not make nnlo thee my gravOB 
image, or any likeaeas of any thing that ia in heaven above, oi 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water UEkder tb« 
«ailh \ thou Shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them ; 
fix I the Lord thy God am a jesliiiis God, visiling the iniquity of 
dw &lhen upon the children, unto the third and fourth genen- 
tion of them thai hate me. 



1 Cor. ll^SS.SS. For as often as ye eat thia bietd, and-drink 
diis cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come. But kl a 
man eiamine himadfj and so let him eat of that bread, and dilnk 
ct that cup. 

Tenthlyj it teaches the doctrine of purgatory, whiolt 
is pagan in it« origin, debasing in its tendency, and 
contrary to the expieas teaching of soripture. 

1 Johc 1 : T. But if we walk in the h'ght. as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another ; snd Ihe blood of Jestn 
Cbrist his 3on claanselh DS from all sin. 2 Cor. 5 : 2. Now h« 
that hath wnmghl us for the Belf-same thing, is God, who also 
halh given unto as theesmest of the Spirit We are confidcal, 
I say, and willing lalhor to be absent from the body, and U> be 
preeenlwith theldrd. Phil. 1 :33. For lam in a strait betwixt 
two, haviog a desice to depart and to be with Christ, which i* 
6r better. Bov. 14: 13, And 1 heard a voice Irom heaven, aay- 



i: u, Ana 1 aearu a vuicB jnuir ueaveiigHVLf- 
, Blessed are the dead which die in the Loi^ 

h the Spirit, that th " ■ - - 

■\a do foltow them. 



Irom hencefoitii ; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
their labors ; and their '■- '- '-'' — "■ — 



Eleventhly, it teaches the supetstitiotu observance of 
limes and places. 

Twelftiily, it enjoins self-ri^teous penances. 

Thirteen itlyi it assiunes the power of granting dis- 
pensations and indulgences, which is to pnl itself in tbe 
plaee of Ood. 



Fonrieenthly, in direct 
teaches the necesBity and t 
Clwgy. 

A^iDst these, and many other eirora of the chtueh 
of Rome, the preBbyterian church, in eommrai with all 
the reformed charches, be<trB its testimony, aa being 
antiohrietiEin, and, in their tendency, destructive to the 
eonls of men. 

297, By vrhat titU shojJd thai chMTch be aluiays spoken ofl 

Bither ae the Bomish, or the Koman catholic chun^ 
or the church of the pope, that is, the popi^ church. 



Because, as hat been shown, the term catholic, both 
as it means unrrenal, and as it means orthodox, applies 
to all true churches, and not to any one particular com* 
munion, such as the Roman, or Anglican. 

299. Do vOK, tken. considtr tfte apptication of the tern 
M/Aoiic, to tht Sontun cAurcji, to bt ponltvdy wrong t 

I do, for aeTeral reasons. 1 . Snch a nae of the tens 
ia in itself absurd. S. It is ao distinction, aa &us used, 
any more than the term christian would be, since it 
allies equally to other churches. 3. It is unjust, aa it 
regards ourselres; for^ when we call the Roman tha 
cwiolia church, it is implied that we, ourselves, and 
all other churches, are heretics or schismatios. 4. K 
is uncharitable towards them, since it encourages dieia 
in their error, and aiibrds to them a plausible argument 
against olher denominations.* 

* Itie ow which they make of it, when it is conceded ia them, 
Owmot be UDknown. Dr. Milner, ia hia End of JUUgknu CoB- 
troTersy, (Letter uv.) wys of the (epi»coi>Bl) ohnroh: ' £verf 
time they addreBB the God of Imlh, either in solemn wonhip or 
in privKte derolion, they ore forced, each of them, to repeat, I 
believe in the oathdic church; and yet, if I ask any of them tha 
queBlion, are you a catholic? he ii ttare to anawei me, No ! I av 
a prolestsnt '. Waa there ever a niare Klarins instance of inc<»i> 
■istency, and self condemnation, among rational beincs?' Bes 
Whateley'e Romish Errors, p. 331. Let us, then, avoid. In futun^ 



M ■COLKtlAISIOAI. 

300. Jn vhat tetue mag the Rontuh chunk be eoBti a 
true chuTck 1 

The Romish church maj he ailnutled to he a tma 
ohnrch, ioaaniuclk as it ia a retdf not a ficUtkiuB church ; 
but it caniKit be allowed to h« a trae church, in that 
sense of the word true, which would imply that it 
teaches Inie doctrines, or is coufonned to the order and 
jiscipliae laid down in the word of God. In thia sense, 
the Bomish is not only not the true church, but has no 
claim to the chatactet of a true church at all.* 



sacrioN It. 

301. JFhat opinion it to be intertairud of those churchei, 
whieh, with an orthodox Creed, have adopted the prelatu 
form of church govtrnmettt * 

They are to be regarded as churches of Christ ; end 
yet, aa not being; in their constitution and order, in full 
accordance wim the word of God ; and therefore im* 
perfect. 

302. Why dovou denominate thiira the prelatic, rather 
than the epiicopalform of ehanh government ? 

For the same reasons, in part, why we refuse to speai 
of the Romish, as the catholic church ; and, also, be- 
cause we believe our form of church govemmenl io be 
more truly the primitive and apostolical episcopacy, 
since the term bishop (that is. episcopoa^ whence epis- 
copacy) was, by the Holy Gnost, originally siven to 
preBhylers, and is applied to them throughout ue New 
TestamenC 

See question 92. 

303. Do you, then, design to eontieif any reproach, bg 
using the terms prelate, prelacy, and prelatic, nulead of 
biehop, episcopaey, and episccpai, as applied to this denom- 
niatton of chiistiam ? 

* See Whateley'a Logic, i^pendii, iit ThUh, p. 381, Eny. 



' Ceitainly not, aiaoe, in so doing, we VM teima wfaioh 
are constantly employed by their own writers, in a good 
sense; and by which thu denomination may be bettei 
distingaished from olheis. 

304. Con you name some of tke jminti m this prtlatie 
lyslem, to wAieA presbylerians object, as being vtithoTtl sup- 
port in tht toord of God ? 

First, they object to the power claimed by prelatio 
churches, to decree rites and ceremonies, in the worah^ 
of God, and to institute offices in the church ; Christ, 
alone, as king and head of the church, having any such 
authority. 

- Frov, 30:6. Add Ibou not unto hit woid*. leet he reprova 
■-'-'■■■ " ~ .- .*- ' -esiify n,-- 

(ha plagues that ire written in this book. L Cor — 

ihingi ore lawiiil unto me, but all Ihiogi ue DM aTpedienl ; all 
Ibing* ue Lawfiii Ibr me, bul I will not be broiuht under the 
powerofBay. Fb.S:6. lPel.S;3. See algo Eph. 5 : 23, uid 
WaXX. 38:aO. 

Secondly, while they do not deny the propriety, or 
[eject the use, of all forms of prayer, or of atmiinistet- 
mg ordinanoBB, ihey object to the impoaidon o£ a fixed 
and staled liturgy, which excludes au extemporaneous 



devotion ; and to prevent its adaptation to the state and 
circumstances of the ohureh, and of individuals.* 

Aols 1 : 24, 25. And Ihey pnyed, and uid, Tbou, Lord, which 
knowest the hearts of all men, show whether of these Iwo thou 
hast chosen ; thai ha m>f take part of this ministry and aposlle- 

11 Ge- 

irch of %ii1laiid, Bud oidinarily prefixed 
s rsfluns m metre. Neither haa the use of this truly excel- 
and beauliful order erer tieen proscribed, or forbidden; 
Is use, in a modified form, might be sliU Hdvsiiiag|eoui. liScn 
lurgies of all the French preibyierian churoheB, it ia not ez- 



oluirch in London. Our church alio tUowa (rf' forms of piobi-; 



TbircUy, Hwy object to the appointment, and ttatt^ 
obBerrance, ot holy days, as bai^ not (mly vriihoafr 
SOtiptural warrant, but positiTely (uacountenanced by 
it; as interfiling with the due sanctificatioa of the 
Lord'a day ; aa having originated in impcopeT motives ; 
and aa necaasarily leading to many and great evila. 

GaL 4 : 9-11. 

Fourthly, they object to the interposition, in baptisni. 
of god-fatl^rs, and god^uolhera, between parent and 
their children. For this practice there is not a shadow 
rf eridence in the New Testament, nor in the praotioe 
of the chnrch, for five hundred yean after Christ. It 
was unlcnown, also, among the Waldensea, and is to be 
i^iarded as one of the many superstilious usages, ui> 
tKduced into the church with the progress of coimpttoB. 

Fitthly, they object, for the same ressonH. to the uss 
of the sign of the cross in baptism, and, also, becanse 
h is associated with the superstition and idolatry of the 
Bomish church, in which it is considered as essential la 
the validity of the ordinance of baptism, is appliad in 
ftvety step of religious life, and is fannally and pubiidy 
nverenced. 

Sixthly, they object to the rite of confirmation, be- 
canse they can find no authority for it in the word of 
God, 01 in the purest ages of the church ; because it is 
altogether superfluoas, and answers no practical pnr- 
poae, not otherwise provided for ; because they regard 
the form of its administration as teaching dangerous 
and unBcriptural doctrine ; and because it serves to fos- 
ter, in the minds of the young, the most delusive and 
self-righteous hopes. 

Seventhly, they object to the practice of kneeling at 
tiie Lord's supper, because it is contrary to the posture 
assumed by Christ and his apostles, who employed that 
in which it was then customary to receive ordinanr 
meals ; because il was unknown m the christian church 
far a number of centuries ; because it is opposed to that 
^adnesSj gtutitode, and affectionate interconjae, of 
which this ordinance is «zpi«ssiTe ; becanse it is a rem* 
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oant of die Bmush rilaal, and of &e sdmatioii of &« 
host ; ajid bacausa it was retained in the Engiiah ohuioii 
against the wishes of a large body of its most learned 

and pioua diTines. 

Eighthly, they object to the ngular admiuistratioii of 
the Lord's rapper in private, as opposed to the social 
character of Uub ordinance ; as being unwarranted by 
scripture; as fostering supersritioua notions of &e in- 
herent Tirtues of the sacrament ; as liable to great and 
amnifold abuses ; and as likely to do much injury to 
man^, both among the hTing and the dyin^. 

Ninthly, they object to bowing, in the public service, 
at the nasK of Jesus. This, also, is without any author- 
itjr from scripture. It attaches some superstitious virtue 
to one, among many other titles, of our blessed Re- 
deemer. It seems to imply that the second person of 
iha ever-glorious Trinity is entitled to peculiar adora- 
tion. And as it was first introduced about the fifteenth, 
centuiy, it should not be retained among a reformed 
christian people. 

Tenihly, they object, for similar reasons, to the prac- 
tice of praying toward the east; of wearing, in the 
reading-deslc, or during the prayers, a white surplice ; of 
speaking of the Lord's table as an altar, of the Lord's 
snpper as a saortfice, and of christian ministeis as 
pnests ; these terms being pagan in their origin, Jew- 
ish in their spirit, and the last being at variance with 
Ae whole system of the gospel, and destructiTe of ooo 
oi its most important characteristics. 

They also solemnly protest against reading the apociy- 
phal boots, in any service regarded as connected with ■ 
the worship of (kid, which is doss continually in pre- 
lalical churches, on their holy dsyo. These books iona 
no part of the inspired word of God ; they contain falsa 
doctrines, misstatements, and not a few things adapted 
to promote ridicule, rather than edification ; and ars 
acknowledged, by prelatists Iherasetves, to be uncanon* 
ical, and very exceptionable in much that they contain.* 



wo. A» mine of tktM uremonit* M«ar t 
in thtmtdvti, wky it the ebttrvarut of them a ground ijf 
terhuf objection f 

Because suck observance encourages eupetstitioa and 
'■will-worehip;' is c^)pa«ed lo the BuiEcieney of the 
■criptuTBB, as the aaly rule of laith and praj;tice, vid to 
that liberty wherewith Christ has made lis free ; and 
upholds the unsoriptural and pemicioua principle, that 
men tna.y ianoceaUy and prontably add to the institu- 
ttons of Christ, and the terrai of (MHanmiiioa in his 
church, these cereoioniea being regarded as mystioal 
and aiguifieant 

Col. 3i SO, 33. 

300. Is there arui thing tUe, to vhicK preibyterian* 
«bjectj in tht prelacy J 

Yea; they object to the power of ordination, and 
o&er eeclesiastical functions, being vested exclusively 
in the unscriptuml order of prelates, since this mokes 
Tt>id the word of God, and leads to spiritual despotism. 

I Tim. i : 14, Neglect not the giR thel ia in thee, wbich wu 
given tkee by prophecy, wilh the layiDg on or the hands of the 
pfesbytery. Mall. 20 : 05, 27. Bui Jeana railed them unfo him, 
•ud Slid, Ye know thai tke princea of the Gentile* cxereiH do- 
minion over [hem. and thev thai are creat eieicise aulhorily 
ng you, let him 

Again ; (hey object (o the unscriptuial distinction 
between consecratiim, or the setting apart of pre- 
lates, and ordioalion, or the setting apart of presbyters, 
to the vrork of the gospel ministry, as being wholly 
uaaathorized by tlie woid of God. 

Farther; they object to the doctrine, that, by 

hundred and one chapters from the Apocrypha. The Homilies 
■pent of Banich as a prophet, and exprcMiy aicnbe the book 
oC Tobh to the Holy Ghml. See Homily Ag. Diaobed. and 
Rebellion, I^rt i. p. 475, and on Almsdeeds, Fart ii. p. 3%. Thera 
harailiei maks^ jirt of tho formulariBB of the epieeopftl church 
in this country. For a full eihibiiioo of the grounds of our ob- 

Cion to these ceremoaie*, see Dr. HiUar on I^esliytahaoisa 
ch. v. p. 63, to:. 

u.s.ioMt, Google 
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watoNbutiiiD, an infut ia rwemoated, made ft num- 
b« of Chnst, and a. child of God ; and to Tuions other 
thiiig& contained in the cbuoob aathodzed by thi« 
otuiTch, and in the Book of Conuoon Prayei. 

James 1:18. Of hi* cnra will begsl he lu witk the word at 
•nth, that we ahould bo a Idnd of fint-ftuiW of hi« cre»liire». 






Finalij, they lament the eitienie la^ty of man]' of 
die prel^cal cliarcheis, in leference to the eharacten 
whom they admit to tneir communion and privilegM, 
and the difficulties thrown in the way of any of theii 
godly numstere attemptiiig to exercise a scriptuial dis- 
cipliiie. 



307. in vkat ligkt do prubyteriant ngard tkott 
C&wcAm tekkk adopt the indepaidmt or tOagregatumal 
form of tkuTth gtmcmmmt 1 * 

Ab lilt' as they bold to those doctrines which at« re- 
garded, by the ^preBbrterian church, as the doctriuea of 
grace, we consider thein, also, to be true churches <^ 
JeaUB Cluist ; but as defectiTe, and not ^iXy accordant 
lo scripture, in their fotms m govemmeut and disci- 
pline. 

308. Name tome of the retuoiu why prtibyteriant ob' 
jtct to (&u tyttem of ckiath govtrrtment. 

Birst, diey object to it because, so lar as ^ makes 

VTba raadar aboald be ijiprizsd, Ihal, in Ihia place, congren- 
liooallim is oansidered, in iu thewelic and esseatial principles, 
his country, il 

„„_ __ ... .._,__._, ...lich ffives uj 

•nd slretigth to the imsbylerisn church, sr 
lially pwsDyta riS B. 
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wwk oongte^tioa iiuilepeiiclent of evoiy oflier, it A»- 

Mtotb the umtf and power of the churoh. 

1 Cot. 13 : 12, 26, 27. For bb the bodf i» one, ind bath many 
iBemben, and sU the memben or thai one body, b«iig mam', an 
one body ; ao alao is Cluui. And whether one membeieofler, all 
die memben Buffer wilh it; or oae member be honored, all the 
membeia tejoloe with it. Now ye are the body of Christ, uid 
membeis in particular. John 18: 36. Jesus answered, Mykinjr- 
dom ia not of this «-orid. If my kingdom were of this world, 
Ihea would my servants fi^t, that I should not be delivered to 
the Jews; bat now is my tingdom not from hence. 

Secondly, they object to it because it is Ihns opposed 
to the constitutioa of the apostolic churchj in which 
there eiistad eccleBiaatical courts, as bondB of union be- 
tween the churches. 

See chapter IV. 

Thirdly, ihey object to it because it deatn^s ^ 
originsd oiBtinction recognised in scripture between the 
nilera or ofBcers, aad the membeis of ^ church. 



13 : IT, 04. Obey them that have the rule orer you, and 

youraelves ; for iliey watch lor your souls, as they that 

- . „-Ve account ; Ihnt they may do it wilh joy and not with 

if; for that is onprofitable fot you. Sahite all Ihem thai hare 



Fourthly, ihtij object to it because it unfits the church, 
in het distmotive character, and through her own organ- 
itBlion, to perform her appropriate duty of extending the 
kingdom m Christ throughout the world. 

MatL 18:19,30. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nBtions, Larh 
tiling \iitm in the name of the Falher, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost ; leaching them lo obMrve all things whatsoever I 
hava eommauded you; and, lo, I am with you alw*y*,eTBn unto 
thr end of the wodd. 

Fifthly, they objecl to it because it gives an ume- 
stricted, and therefore unsciiptaial, power to its membeis 
in the govamment of the church. 

See chqiter IIL 

Sixthly, they object to it bocanse it deprives the 
pastor, or any aggrieved member of the church, of th« 
privilege of appealing to some cooit of teriew. 

AiilBl9:2. 'Wbaa.ibereion.nelandBaniabMfaadiMnNll 



SOS. To iehal other doctrinej common to hoOi Somali, 
Ut$ (uid pnlatutgj do you objects 
To their dootnne of the a ' ' 



310. Jj t( nol imporUaU that then ihndd be a regakr 
tttuitsion of ieriptuToUy appointed miniiierti 

It is Imporl&iit aa a matteT of order, but it is not M- 
sential (o the salvation of souls, since a broken mcceB* 
aion can never fiustrate the efEcacy of the divine word, 
or an imbfoken succession sanctify 'the dootrineB at 
itorib,' or tke ' works o( dmiknen.' 

311. Jre iktrt any leho bdievt in the idiiolide neeetiili/, 
m order lo eoverumted snlvalionj of lueh a itucestion J 

Yes ; the popish church, and a '"Ig^ parrt in the 
^iscopal churches of America and of 'Englaml 

312. What ii mecat by tkii doctrine of apottiMeal fnc- 

By the prelatica] doctrine of apostolical Hacoe»- 
aion, it is taught, that as Christ delegated all power to 
faia apostles, so bave these apostles delegated it to &• 
order of prelates in persooal and perpetual successionj 
tiiat these prelates am the aources of all spiritual grace 
and authority; are aloae empowered lo ordain other 
ministers, so tW without them there caa be no valid 
tninistry at all ; that they alone possess or can bestow 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit ; and that without them, all 
preaching and ordinances are vain, delnsife, and de- 
prived rf the promised blessing of Christ * 



* 8m the aulhor'a Leotuns on Ifae Fielatical .Docliiiie ot Iha 



313. Cm this doarine bt providfimn icriplwif 
No; itiHnol even pretended, thai this doctrine can 
be found ia scripture. It ia sranled, that it is not clearly 
TeveaJed in flie word of God; but mat il depends upon 
tradition and the authority of the fathers. * ThiB aoa- 
trine, oa the contrary, is actually denounced by Christ: 
and in opposed to scripture declarations, warnings, and 
pieceptB, to its proroises and prophecies, to its &cU and 
deciaionB, and to the only lemaioing conunisaion of tlw 
ministry, t 

Mark 10 : 42, «, uid g : 33-37. Mau.23:8-U. 

311. Can tkit personal tuetniion be shtnim to Aom 
betn preserved in a valid and vnbroktn chain ? 

In order to show this, it must be proved, that the ordi- 
nation of every prelate in this entire auccessioa was 
valid, firat, as to the form of ordination ; secondly, as to 
the subject of ordination j andj thirdly, as to the mjnia- 
teis of DTdination, which is an unpoBBihility. } 

315. Can tkti ptrsoaal racctsnon bt provtd as a Jm- 
torical fact f 

On me contrary, it cannot be proved, that the apostle 
Feter, the first link in this chain, vias ever at Home, oi 
that he was ever bishop of Rome, or that he ever ap- 

r' ited a BUOceBBor to himself, as such. Neither can it 
decided, whether there were one or two biabopti 
originally at Rome, nor who were the first Buocessois 
in that church; while it is certain that many invalid- 
ities have occurred in the progress of this saoceesion, 
both in its Romish, Anglican, and American branches, 
and also in all the other prelatio churches ; and that 
il has been broken in nnineroua instances, and in innu- 
merable ways. 4 

318. Are prelatia really and in fact svttettors of At 
opoftbt ? 

Prelates are not successors to the apostles, in faoL 

* See foil proof ot this poaitian ig ■ulhor'i Liectiinui, pp. 13, 
83,87, 99,I(ffi 133, 134, 136. 
f Bee ibid, lect. vl and viL 
i See ibkl, lecl. V 
t See ibid, leer TjiL and ix 



l%ey are ii'.t xpoatles, in the true sense of &ia title, 
which was limited to the twelve ; nor i[i their call, whioli 
was immediately from Christ ; nor in their endowments 
for their office, which were supernatural ; nor in their 
office itaelf, whioh was the oversight and instruction of 
the whole world ; nor in their duties, which involved 
the indootrinatioii, care, and f^overtmieut of all the 
churchM. * 

317. Com tku doctrine b« ivstamtd on the ground of 

No ; it is most unresaonabie, inasmuch as it substi- 
tntes the theory of man for the word of God ; the visible 
oi^snizalioQ utd iniaiatry of the church, for apiritusl 
ehristianiiy ; ordinaaces, rites, and forms, for doctrines 
and inward graces ; the authority of the church, for the 
EUpiemaof and headship of Christ ; and the means of 
attaining- salvation, by giving efficacy to the truth, (<K 
that salvation itself, t 

318. Ik-es this doclriiie necessarity lead to papery * 
This doctriae necessarily leads to popery, because it 

invests t!ie church with all aothority; because it subju- 
gates the laity and the ministry to pr^atee ; because it 
consigDH to these prelates the interpretation of the word 
of God: because it has ever foimed the basis upon 
\riiich me system of popery rests its exclosiTe assump- 
tions ; because, wherever if has been earned out, it has 
led to the introduction of the corrupt doctrines and prac- 
tices of the Romish, church ; aad because it is notK 
leading extensively to the same results, t 

319. Is this doctrine also intoUrant in iti tendaieiet 
and mulis ? 

That this doctrine leads to intolerance in spirit and in 
practice, is proved irom its history in all past ages: 
team the character and doings of many ancient and 
modem prelates : from its necessary tendency to exclude 
the h^ty trom all eccle^asfical jurisdiction, to oonaoU- 

• 8m ■nthot'B Lectntea, lect x. 

t See ibid, lect m. 

} 8m iUd, leol. si. and za 



date a s[Hrittial despoiistD, and lo ol^m absdnte mixot- 
ity oret the persons, ccndurt, aiui opmims of its adhet- 
«nlsj from Its bitter, seclarian, anif uncharitable apint 
tnraide all other denominationa- and ftom its <d«af 
^position to civil and religious Uberty . * 

320. Wha further objection have ywt to thi* dfxtrint 
of apottolictd lucccasion 7 

I object tn it, because it neceasaril? unpUes that tho 
fihuron of Rome is truly oatholio, apoatdicat, and iudo- 
fectible in doctrine and piactice, and that sU othei 
«hnrolieB, being eicommanicated by h, are out off from 
the church of Christ- and because it is achismatical, 
leading its afaettoTS, like the ancient hetetios, to cut 
thenuelreB off from all a&ei chriatiauB, to asaert that 
fheyalooe constitute tue catholic church of Christ, and 
to den^ to all other branches of the chnrch eithet a raHA 
nnnistry or efficacious ordinances^ and because it is 
&tis contradictoiy to the charity, to the e[njitn8Jity, and 
to the divine ctuusclei of the gospel, t 

SSI. Jj thir doctrine lo bt rejected btcatae tack tiaa»» 
wu^ ht advanced only by prelatiitt 7 

On the contrary, prest^^riana mi^t far mora reason- 
ably nige Aeee claims. For as alt their minisleia are 
bkbope; as their bishops, at the refonnatioa, were or- 
d^ked by diose in authtnity ; as they can undeniably 
trace their HOccession upward throu§^ the Bomi^ the 
Waldensian, and the Culdee chnrchea, to the very time 
of the apostles; tmd as in their time bishops were 
presbyters, and acted nnder the one and only oommis- 
sion given by drrine appointment ; it is therefore plain, 
that while their ministerial succession is certain and 
oitqaestionable, diat of prelates never can be estab- 
lished. 

S22. Wkg, tktj^ are we rut to glory m tkii eitaatioitt 

Bflcanse they only ate tme bishops ot Jesus Chris^ 
1^ are called of God; who receive his Spiiit; asdwhn 



323. What evils arise from the assertion, that this un- 
broken mucession of prelates m essential to a true church, 
to a trae ntinitfry, and to all hope of tovenanled merey ? 

This doctrine would destroy all existinc chuiehes, 
Mid ihuB, all hope of ialvaiion ; since there is no cliurch 
'which can estaoliah such a succession. It also fosters 

Siride and ambitioK among the clergy : lulcewarmness, 
ormality, and hypocrisy among the laity ; and carnality, 
contention, and animosity among all protestant denom- 
inations. It strengthens popery, by conceding its essen- 
tial principles and its most arrogant demands. And it 



The advtsntagft and ciaimi of tht prabytarian ehvrch. 

324. What ctairtu, thtn, has the presbyterian ehureh on 
aS her members ? 

She ia scriptuTal in her character, ordinances, and 
doctrines ; apostolic in her forms, officers, and order of 
eoYemment and worship j. adapted to secure the religions 
liberty and prosperity of all ner members, and to ex- 
tend the blessings of salration to the ends of the earth. 

329. What other advattlages does the presbyttriim chvrik 
possess, to recommend her to all her members ? 

In her govemment there ia found ample prorisioii, 
according to the word of God, for the preservation or 
order, free from all confusion ; of peace and unity, free 
from schism and diyision ; of Hie truth as it is in Jesus, 
free bora all error and heresy j of piety, free from all 
scandal and profaneness ; of eqiuty and right, free from all 



* Seo author's Lcoturei, lect. XI. and x^ 



maladministralion, whetlier ignorant, arbitrary, or tyran- 
nical; of the honor and purity of Christ's ordinances, 
froTu all contempt, pollalion, and profanation; of the 
comfort, quickcainjr, and encouragement of the saints 
'' in all the ways of Christ ; and of the honor of God and 
of our Lord Jesus, in all the eerrices of the sane- 

326. Xante somt of the further advantages posstised iy 
members of the presbyleriart church. 

They possess (he right of choosing their own pastors 
and elders ; they are neither subject to the spiritual 
despotism of a priesthood, nor to anarchy and misrule ; 
they can bring any matter, — whether it he unfaithfulness 
in ministers and elders, or in the other officers and 
members of the church, or errors in doctrine, — before the 
church courlH. composed of an equal proportion of cler- 
gymen and of representatives of ihe people, chosen by 
themselves, for investigalion and decision ; and they 
have the privilege and power, when their rights as citi- 
zens of Zion are assailed, of appealing from one church 
court to another. 

327. Art not the priTiciplei of preibyterian folity, m 
perfect a^eement teith the principUs of ctvii liberty ? 

Vesj m the equality of all her members and minis- 
ters ; in her love of simplicity and order ; in her oppo- 
sition 10 ail urmecessary distinctions ; in her regard to 
the interests and wishes of her members, as well as 
ministers ; in the open publicity of all her doings j in 
that model she has given for the exercise of the principle 
'of representation; m that shield which she has thrown 
amuud the penon and chaiacter of the poorest of her 
members ; in that energy with which her various enter- 
prises are carried on ; ma word, in her perfect unity 
combined with diffusiveness and universality, she ex- 
hibits all the principles and features of true liberty, 
whether civil or ecclesiastical. 

Man. %:19, 20. Go ye. Iherefora, ind leach all nalions. bap- 
tiiingthem in [he name uf Ibe Father, and of the Son, and of lbs 
Holy Ghosl; teaclimg ihem 10 observe all thing" whatsoever 1 
have commaiideil you ; and, lu, I am wiljt you olws.)^ even onlo 
the end of the world. Ainm. 



They should respect theii religious opinions and prac- 
tices; avoid all bigotry ant" ' '' ■ ■ •■ 
officious controversy, and ui 



m ; avoid al! bigotry and ipreiudice ; abstain from all 
'roversy, and underhand proselytif 
:s of chrisiiau courtesy anil kin 



and cooperate with them in the promotion of every gocKt 
word and work. 

329. What, then, is the claim which the presbylerivn 
charck makes upon the regards of all her meTnoers ? 

She claims to be regarded as a tme and pure church, 
having the pure word preached, and the sacraments 
dul;? administered ; and as an entire and perfect church, 
having that apostolic form, order, and ministry, which 
can be traced back to Christ and his apostles. But 
while her discipline is the best, she does not wish it lo 
be regarded as the only form of church government that 
gives validity to ordinances, or hope of salvation. 



(y A4 rdatieji of tke pritiyterian ehvreh to th» wrU. 

330. In what relation does the ehurth itand to tht 

Christ has appointed his church to he the salt of the 
earth, that it may be preserved from premature destruc- 
tion ; to be the pillar and ground of the truth ; aiid to ba 
a missionary association, to send forth teachers, and 
gatlier all nations unto Christ. 

MBlt,5il3. lTiiii.3:15. Mall.aS:19. 

331. What is the duty of the church as the salt of tht 

As the earth is preserved only for the sake of tha 
church; it is the duly of the church carefully to retain 
its purity, and to show a ^food example to all arauad : 
lest, having lost its savor, uie judgments of God should 
come upon the world. 

Man S.l:23; 5:13,Mabove. 



1I2 XCCLESIASTICAL 

332. What is the daty of the church as the ground of 

OU tTUth "i 

It is the duty of the church, aa the ground of the 
truth, to preserve and circulate the Bcnptures, pure and 
entire ; eamestiy to contend for the faith once delivered 
to the saints; and to adorn the doctrine of Christ by 
exhibiting in its members a, walk and conversatioii be- 
coming tlie gospel, thai others, seeing their good works, 
may be led lo glorify their Father who is in heaven. 

a Tim. 2: a. Jude3. tit. 2^0. Mall. 3: 16. 

333. What u tht duty of the church to tht uotU oi tht 
pUtar of the truth ? * 

It is the duty of the chmch, as the pillar of the truth, 
to consider herself as a missionary assoeiatioB, organ- 
ized by Christ, for die promotion of God's glory, in the 
eTangelization. of the world. 

Rom.ia-5-8. lUv.aS:!?. Gal.4:18. aCor.l3;I3. Acta 
ch. 13 and 15. 

334. What has Christ promised vrith regard to the fu- 
ture destiny of the church"? 

Christ has promised, that all couctries shall yet bo 
fiUed with the knowledge of the Lord ; and that wilt 
the ingathering of the Gentiles, the Jews shall be re- 
stored to their forfeited privileges, and made full par- 
takers of all the blessings of the gospel. 

Rom. 11 : 25-27. MaU. '& : 19. 

336. What ijifluence is the church fitted to exert upon 
the state of the world ? 

As all misery sprung originally from ain, so is it 
m^ntained only by its continuance. And thus, whea 
christiatiily shaft be extended over the whole world, pov- 
erty and disease will be greatly decreased, while that 
wMeh remains will be softened by the exercise of feilh 
in God,and the sympathy of our fellow-men ; — thehap- 

{iness and prosperity of individuals will be increased, 
y the restoration of communion with God, and obtaining 
hiB blessing according lo hia promise, the faithful per- 



eferenoe is lo pillars 
Id and (0 fuuue limei 
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foTmance of the duties which men owe to each other, 
and promotion of truth, peace, and love among all men, — 
the reaources of nations will he iaereased, and their ex- 
peadilures diminished 3 — and the general happiness of 
mankind will be promoted, by the acquisition and enjoy- 
ment of health and wealth, the diffusion of industiy, 
temperance, and morality, by providing conscientious 
Hervanls, neighbors, and frienda, and by establishing 
confidence, and diffusing intelligence, kindness, respect, 
meekness, and prudence, among all ranks and classes 



Epb.e:3. 1 The«B. 4 : 11, 13. Malt 5:5,9. 

336. Why, then, is ii the especial and imperativt duly • 
of tite preibytfTian chvnh, am of every m^nber of it, to 
engage vntk all ikeir powers in the great teork of iprtodr 
ing the gospel throughout the earthf 

Since it is thus the great end and duty of &e chuich tf 
act as a missionary association, this also must be tha 
great end and duty of the presbjfterian church, as a 
branch of the catholic church; and since the purest form 
of Christianity will be the most efficacious in imparting 
its blessings, it is therefore the especial duty of eyery 
member of this chureh, which derives all its doctrines, 
polity, and worship from the pure word of God, to labor 
earnestly for its extension to Uie ends of the earth 
10* 
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poLiiy of uuc church should be encouraged, and Uieii ciccuJuioa uhodk oar 

hu rsccDIly gi«n lo Ibe Choich, unona ulher valuHblc pablicatfoiu, ' Ad Ecd*- 
•iulicaJ Cuecbriaoi of Ilia PmlmEiian Church, for die u>e of FnmiliEi, Bible 
Clusea, and l^ivau Msinbeii/— uid a leiici of leclorei an >The Prelaucal 
Doclrine of ApoiioUcB] giicce»ii>ii Eumincd, and Ibe Proieitani MlniMiy 
Defended aeaingi die Attumplloni of Popery aiid HiBh-Churchism.' Thercfcre, 

Buihotilyorihe PcoleBUnl MinLgirr, and a full and sallsfaclary eiputliioa of die 

the coniroveny on Itiew lulijecu. Aiid ihe Syiind doci, iherefare, cordlallf 

be», aa vorka of high *Biaa, and calrolaled 10 advance Ibe iatelijgeacg oT our 
CliDrch, on our ditlinclive pecaHandaa and docuinu, 

Bxtnot from a nrlaw of Om mi* In fiit BibUdl Saponorj, ta Jan'r, 1B<1. 



bii bDOkaiiilUu traeuoTljBlhqsilitten, Then 
luiional, viTaoUr whh wliieli ha aeiaaa or Lli 
enliveni in a Tarj auia&nDry degree even thpi 

(irliicbby Ibe vray it elegamly prinleU,) mas ,. , -■■ -— 

uefoi, In appitsin^ Ibon who read ii vbaiihe )ugh chuicb doclrine leaU^ la. and 
«a Thai fiwnda u may be Boal tziampha^ljr and eaaily refnled.' 



TVom IhA SoDthflrr 



EdiS«l,w 






I, kindncu, and nrangtb, in ibc diKuuinn of diS: 

baclnd lii( nuoiiiiv br e'lieiuiTs viibiiritr of tbe bigheit thIds in ihitioniio- 
vmj, 'niii VDlunii, in which tlie Pnlnic Dodrina ot ApMtcilical Sncceiiion 
it conaidered, will be bigfaly viJnible U the Uwologicd itudEiil.' 

From Oie Obilatiaa &ileUiE«U]«r, of Ih* BilbnDad Dslch Ohnicb, W. Y. 
'This it M ticMdinglT nMI Tolnmeof fi« hundred and >iily-eiriii ptigM, 

ingiy vDlUBble, The wof k beibn ue, at the preient critJA. ie ACABOiikUe and 
nHcuirr. It ii more imple in iiadW<u<ii°n Ibui uiyihet preceded it. Il ii 

mny hRvv the widen drcnlaliHi, nnd receive the earefnl penuai bo4b of Epkco- 
pahanaand Chrieliani of aTetj other Dane.' 

FrODi tbe ObiUllan Advoote Mid Jemial, of lb* ISMm^M Obtaeb, V. T. 
' Thifl a a large ActaTO voIddh. The autlviT mskea thoTou^ vork ot hie 
ing thefr MecT^wth nn^antwenb'e°lbiu Bn'JpenpicDIiTT- Ke'giv'ei'he rhli^ 

The Chriirian woriS" ifem* to b^ '•■ak«i"up°''neVto Ihi'hiS'anii ei^FaSi™ 

we admil Ihal eqch Jhi^liti that hefn're ue '■^o°lo be°ca!^ foi by'lha 'ooMi- 
•ion, and will no doubt be read with great inteie.t.' 

Tnm ibe Haw York BranpUal. 
ihe eianiinalinn oHhe rlaimt of the Impish hierarchy, end of that portion of lb» 

cicliiiiTe rcht lo the functinne and privileiea at inii Chiiallan ministry and 
Church Theee claimt, alwaya ontcripiunr, baie of Inte aanimed new aria- 
gaoce and ligor, by iha brief curreni^)' of the Oxford publicaiioiw, and iha 
greatly qoickened zeal of the Papnn amnnjt ue. The time has t«nalnly arrived 
whan their eicliiiive notioni thould ha lubjeded to the •eerchUig ten of [enaoo 
and KriptBTE. If there are thnae amang n> who will Tauntingly BHune that theira 
li the only, the Talid miniatry, ihsi wlih Ibrnl are to be (bund the only anlhor- 
iied Drdinancei nf ialration, that there ii no taftly but within the pale of iheii 
own denominaiion ; let their prelentioni l>e lined, and (he empliiieia of their 
claim! lie aipnied hy Iha clear light of tmlh. That luch a coniett with Ibn 
principle of Prelacy ii yet to lie waged, and that it ia lo be abandoned, thrrc i-an 
be no doubl. We hail enry effort to throw 11^ upon the lubjecl Mr. Smvlta 
haa enleT«d Tigorouaiy ripon the Hrld of controYcray, and ham aparvd neifher 
paina or Blrrngih ta do it jvatice. Behaa gone over the whole ground in a mora 
eiieaded manner than any writer before him In Ihia oountryiand iJi auai^ 

Tiaa The ri ea bll a i lan. 

^ Tbe volnme before ua containa a vary fall and Diinute diacnaalon of lh« doc- 
lilne Indicated in ha lille, and ia Ui be followed by another which will vindicate 



i^f botdMM ud BTToguiH V pal akjatH^^ 

■ ... __.„ ijy^ chuTch, ™ uuicu, and IbB omr 



«rily jw 



clear and diaiinct view of ItaA qucnioq diacuuad la aJL Lib baariiigB, hih) ta «>ch 
ipeclAe point ha hot bnnigtitB mind iKvedwilh Ihe Ihula of eileiiBiva readiM. 
wuhave adnind tba exIBiu of kia reicuch, and hii dklifence jn learuLiig all 
thai had bean laid lir pnetdlug wrttara wMcb cuiild tluow lif Ki on Ihs diacu- 
ficm; and indeed wcfmrenubeTTefaiidadhunutoondDiidantinhiaaulboritiea; 

Mr,Sm)ihaui«linqii«ti«iorAp»iolicaDCceeiiion,ia miwE in IhamuuIliDr 

eainp, and ha caniei oO many trojihiet. Mr. Smflk ia undoDliledly an Jit 
dupoied u> alEaolL-' 

rnua ihB SoaHMtn Obilittan Adrocala. 
< Tha work bafore oi la, wa believe Ihe Ant diilinn trealUe pobllilisd in Ilila 

aiTogant auumpiioni. A very ably ar)iueil and well wiilleii work hu been 
lecantly given lo ihe Englirt pulilic, emiTled 'An Esaay on Apoilolicitl Surcea- 
aion,' by the Rav, Tbumu Pnvnit, a Wc«)eTan minialet. of whidi Mr. Smyth 



courleoDa ipirilj while he haa subjecled Ibe theory of ApoaUjIica 

np wutlH of five handred and aizty-nine page*) aiid ia ^tlan a 
li^iah of the typograplticBl ut.' 



le of Ave hundred and 



The lypogi^hicil , 
acker (lul Biewalar, , 
Onr deaifn. at pnaeni, ii aimpl) iaden tku tlia walk 



■d hb chief aiieniili,] 
night bin^rdedu^ 



ApoatDlica] Su«< 

only a iiidgment enreaaed in aooardanica xialing pRjndioc 

ita Aior. But we liape, on tha other bani ndanika ki eoul. 

It unread. The sdvacaua nf Hlgh-Chni Itonan m Angli' 

»r« ebiefly oonceFTied in (he diaenadon^ au.. ,».««j — w, .jay And tn the v 
■omelhiiif Ihal will moderate tfaeiraxcliulveBaaJ, and lead ibem to tha «xaf 
of more diariiy iir the opiniona of tboaa &otn iriwm ihay dlHbr.' 



■ Mk. EitTOK : — I aak ipom in yam paper to commend thia woit to the all 
tbem who danbl wbeHier a woA of ihia aort wa* ealled for, ihelr daubl 
MtiaiTimha iMdiii(<tf ika im Logoui, aallikd 'ThaMaoeHiijIbiuiI 



inmlon lnu> the Prelllicil Doclriae <^ Apoiloliril Snccnuian,' T^e diuuuion, 
Ihereftire, In which Mr. SiBirib hm erabarktil, yru proTOlied by Ihe gniwing 
dijn>ail<un among High-Cliercli Enitc0|>eliini, lo nnchurcb Ihs Preibyterian 

Di.«™n Bishopl Hi.'work U not aiT iitick. bui i dofetico — « defon™ ono- 

peruanl of il. Tiie iMore. irc rrtdeiHly the ruull of much tludv, and lEry 
eilri^iiTE TSHiich. No sinE^is tdIuoio I hiit »«>, cdduuu Buch a mu« of 
naihotiuft Biid suBiul>le leKimoniii, on Ihe Prelaicsl conlnivsny u Ibu 
work. It is equally crediuUB u iho ■nlhor'B ulenu anil indatlry, Ihat be ahould 
have Kmnd lime to prcpan, ill Ihe midil of hi( paslonl duiiei, u oclavo of 
Bve huiiilred and Bfly pagei, on a ■abiecl nqniring *o iriich atudy, and involv- 
iiiK an eiumiiiatioii of leveral hundred diiliuel work* an eiltci lula of the coii- 
troveriy. I<acb lalion oafia not 10 ^ anm)Bit«l ; bul liii bTOhren will be tea- 
dcrijiE ihem^elTes ai^d the came uf irnib ■ ulManliBl Hrriee, by placInK ii la 
Ihcirlibrariet; atid It it for thit naun Ilia) Iheic auenifaMli iniiied u> il b>^ one 
who haa no odier <»acem lo li duu Ibu wbichia eomiwHi u> SFary Piatbyleriui-' 

IVom iIh If aw Yott Cfatim. 
' A. formidable lolume Ikii i< in aoneacann. and on thia Terr acooanl will 

inillun Ibiaagti all the origiual aourcei, which Mi Smydi hai to ]ierte>etiiiiglr 

Tuna tt« Waishmait of Ae Sonita. 

Boiice lliem, or al t»at Ihal la»i n«incd, far rnareVully ihan we uinally do. Ono 
thin; muit Hiike cvsry one wlio Imowtlhe biliary of itie auihorof Iheia worka 
We refer to his induairy. Wiihoui yot)^ firm bodily heahh, and haTing a wry 

the preM. from linu to Ume, importai^E cotilribaiiona (o the canK beloiraa Thia 
— :._■.__■ J L_ .!■_ <■ — .L 1. _* ^ a^urfaj miniatcr "'" '-'— — 



■e«di Mr, Srayth'j works. 


&s's:;s 


It 11 alio Dbnoni to any one who 
kaa the Das of a Teiy iimd iWrr, and 


samanofnom=anl.a™ 


>I. Hiiwn 


Hlariei beios such u lu en 


able them lo 








%i.da»ewh>lbete»i.. Hii char. 






myihitalao ardently atioehed U Fna- 








yro 


mtbaaiHTl 


nton Ooniler. 


< We would «I! Iha alt 




ho» who profeH any tegart for the 


leraryehaiauerofout to 




nily, to a work recenlly publiihed by 


or eaicemed ieliow-tovmt 


an, Ihe Re. 


Tlioma. Smyth entllled ^ I^elure. on 


he Apoitohcal Succeeaion 


' Whatever 


may be the opinion of the intelligent 


reader 0.1 ih.iobj«l. of w 












The author appen™ to tare 


enjoy«l aom 






neatiiw.uhe 




III couiilry— probably Itaa moal comple'e 






mau of antlierhiea, not nuaUy wilhin Iha nach of 


le Anieri'can "eehirfaT,™ 


111 abundan 




Aook an aiuialBte index for 


haa-eoffnuiiewriw,.. Hlainduatry.indeed.baa 


leHbui «:.,»:' gle^nuig., a. 




ear,fcr anywhomaydMire to follow 


him in ihli diacuiaioii. Ml 


«,T'LJ'^ 




raider ii kepi up, wiUmit 


flagging, throng .u octiTO of Dearly aii kanind 



< From ■ CDnoTT eiaminalian o{ Ihi> work, we think it well ideplsd ta 

>1hs BilimvKgHui uaurnpuuus o! Higli-i;lmirhDi«i, who dum la be Ihe (ucoi- 

Dt' Prelacy. Tbe wuck ii wgcttay'ol ■ mon eilemled noliia, which iluU be 
gii-eii u an escly day.' ' 

Fnin the Ohiiitlui Wamhnun. (Boiton— ■ BaptUI piptr.) 



dliplaye iiu unill ihare of ibilily, lewning, and (Eligeiu tcHMCh. II is i<x\- 
■Ic'lly ibe iBoei alilE vid thorough niidiciiuon of ihe Preil>)'isii*ii Tiew of the 
■nlijecl which we have eTciHSD. The diecoaiiuii, loo, i> tidiely, when Epii- 
copsl popery is. rn™iviiig ■ new tmpulie fnim ihe OiJbnl wriieri. whine eeiili 

ir uid Otnenl B«vi«w, (Beaton,) Kar. IStl. 
niimale that the woik ii iU-linttd or lupetfluoiu. 

is,^ill gain aoFoe aijierenu. Beiidei, 
u«. uiu uBB^Lna %#■■ luc >u^Bt« •■« lu * MiBnner inaeCflwlbie lolhe general feoder^ 
and will pnx^uee a deeper impreaeion, eren if it be not move applicalde, whicb 
in ordinary caiei it will be, to the ilale of Ihe limei. Ttaa preeeiil volunie we 
regard ai Dol only >ulta4 to Ihe limea, bat bi ilielf a praducrkm of no lriflin( 



Ttoia tba 8ovthem Quarterly BeTlaw. 

' Thia ie one of the ableil worki of ihaologicBi coniroveny, Ehai ha< appearad 

I during^ the pnMeALoaatdry.aiul wa are hnppy to be able to add that it it ihe pro- 

' doaLon of ■ CbarladiKi dotgyninn. . . . We .ay iben, in the oiusei, Ihal the 

PreehyiehBD church hai, ia oar opniioii, in tiie anchor uf the wotk before ub, a 

powerful chanmoo, who wield* a poliihed pen. and one who leenu lo be eml- 

nenlly fined, by hli learning^!* lel^enli. aniT hie iiidoilry, lo niainlain manAiIlT 

menu.' Upnl^lSU: pp ail— S37. 

Troa 8ie Magnolia, a Litenty Magmlne and Monthly Bevlaw. 
■ The Doctrine of Apostolical Saceeuwn is here aiaminad in an elaborate 
»ane a( Lednrea, Iwenty-one lu number, by the Rev. Thoa. Smylh, Paalot gf 
Ihe Second l>resbyienan Church in Charleston. It is not within our province lo 
examine then. We ean say nolhiog, ttaerejbre, of tba quesiioa which Mr. 
SwyUi diaSBiae*. No doubi he discuues it abiy. He cenainly diaouiaei it aa*- 



Mtllr> H> li ianniDlia mnd fordUe, end dlsplari a wondnful dsil at IndaMiT 
■ad pweareli. tkn now ii sn oniToof near sii liBodnd pigu, brunful of 
inidy, and crawdsd with luihoriiiei. We psiceiTs Uin Mr. Sm^b wins iha 
piBudil ' iTcIt dune,' ffom iuirutdiu high sources, idvoaling Ihe eame dodrine 
wiih himeelf. They tem u Ikinh Itel hi* arKumont hu done ample jiMIice u 
hie lubjui ; and vrt may add, so far ae we have been alila lo examine il, Ibal (I 
tia* boon urged in a candid aud Cbritlian laiaper.' 

From , Anonuf Ocnenl in th* SMM of 

< Yonr Lecurei I mail with Iha hitbeal Hliifaction, and like ireal pleianre in 
ackqowl«lginj the obligaikmi which lUilnll Uie ftiendi of Chnetlan iniili.rell. 

?'oui libeny, and I vrill add, at At nnre nndrfllad (DnKt, owe u tod for Iheni. 
oar vindinalioii of the Church, 1^ which I wan Ae hamble foUnwen oT dot 

nalion, leaiaa (o me lo bv complete; and whilit yw have, io auccaaaiin, 
deilroyed ajid dit^paiad every gniund of dotibl on the iableci,iii Ihe mindBof 
Ihe ui^>reiBdieed, yoar eneniive and enlighlened roearch and r^crlniinailnD, 
have enabled yon lo fandah an armory, where eraiTiine may supply hintalf 

Ihe canili<rand charllabl^one and temper wilta whicb your Tiewi are proiwanded, 

■re demunilraled. Your leclurea aeeiii lo me lo baie been written in a tmly 
Chrisiian spirit ; and if they have been cavilled at on thai ground, it can only bt 
becaue men alwaya feel altaeki upon ih^ prejudice! to be unkind.' 

Itom Iha ITaw Entf and IPorlmn. 
■ TMi large oeMTO, (rf Hn hmidred and alily-eighl pages, li a highly Kawma- 
Me ofieriag lo ihe Proteilant Chnrchoa of ocr coilnirr, and displays an amoanl 
of1eamiiv,or»ieueh,orikmaod|H>weriiiarguinent,Drfeniliiyuii]liisiraii<>D, 
ofcomblneaeaJsdoraodDarnHllieasoripmt, rarely 10 be met with in any volume 
■Eih^r nf hone or Jbraign origin. We have not had it in hand lon^ enongh to 
the whole of ita CDnleoi4 — bui lung enoufih to be utlafiedof its hapny 



adaplatlc 

before us^ ihongh perfbcUy cslm and can 
plain as sunlight. More Ibnnidsbla foei 
^undanld all 



ipeiy and High Chorchism, Ii is to be hoped lY 



» whioh il aifire 


«,d whicb, u 




Inevitably 




nan«a BonoB Reoord*. 


and aEmtyoflho 


K±?:; 


k. Ourattent 
nls, but onr hi 

ioopacy, as in 


on h« been 



Uate cDrrective of any lendeuciei towards the Chnrch of England or of Rone. 
From dw ObriMOMB W«4d, by Qia Bev. Mr, Stsektaii, of die Fnnealaat 



as vetame of five hundred and 6n] 
U ual the pretalieal docuina bj f* 



vlrtory, and AwK— to exIiibU in popuh, buolminri nnrc^ionablA, and nlddBl 
Ebumcier, sndtoihewlhalh bu been eondsmned brdie belt (utliDriUo. TIis 

■[□a of the tnu doclnna o( Apotlolical Succeiiion Tbe plui 'aorajm ihs whoLo 



■ biYB, whin manylieM had depoaiiod Iuikt. If il bo not u eLuquml u 
Mataa'a Emy oil ibig aubiecl, or at cogent and imagiiiatiTe aa Millou't Tnicia 
on il, ive hare no heaicaliaa in prefnrdD; il to dlbet, Ibi compaai, ntigty, and 



' mi weU fniod odavo toIuido hu come Inin onr bandi. Fu leading anbJAOlB, 
«a indicated ia Ibe tille-page^ are of luEfrcienl Imporxanoo lo demBnd a tboroug^ 

when iBcb a ditmuion ii necMtaiy ftir ihfl prmer vindicaUon of llw righli and 
daliei of lbs neal bAdy of the PiDIeitanl minulry and cbaichu, agauid Iba 

BonuniUi in eieiiidbii froio iha pals of coniiiiiuiDn in tlia ' boly, aahoUe, and 

eauian.' TlMH auumolioniiire iiol only ioaud in manroflbe old and alandanl 
i^and, Jot bare been of late zealonalr put Ibnh ia 

liahops, and bj a sreal 



1 ' Trade lor the Timea,' ban been avowed 1^ Ensllita aiid Ameiici 



rhicbtliey an urged in many recenl pnbJicalioni, ealJi bra 
Lent and Iboiengh eiaminalion of die argamenli adTanctd ia lleii inppon. 
ji il ihi work undaniiken bj our BDtboc, Tbe lonlci of Iha tventr-one Lec- 
ucempiiied in ihii volume, are a< fbllowi, Mc 'niBH inblecla are diiruaied 

icb bii •lalemeiili aud leauainga are csnlinneil, ibair iIibi ibe aalbor haa 
red no labor, and diapenied wiih no arajiatle aid^ in hii inveilifuliona. Aa 
aa we have uamincd tbem, ther appear to ua thoiodgh and aatiilkclory, and 
cordially CDOunend the work lo dia dilijpni atudy of oar roaden,' 

Ymjn tha Hav. Samnal ^ OoJC, J). D, JGjdraot from a Letter. 

— Though peraoiiBllynnknowD ID joDf yet bare I bean 
annii on llie Apoalelieal SDccetalon, lUt I lhD1i||hI it 



ina of ApoaliSieaJ Sncoewion, aaya : ' li bai been found oeceHarr to tak< 

ild, and already a goodly uzed oetaTo, manifeillng oo UiUe indailry 

1. I Y -J — ^ :.. ..... .,... ....__i — :.— ^ g PrMbyiertan of 



already a goodly ai] 



nh.buapoeai 
Miih, in refuu 



AAeT MMatang tii Iha antbn^i Eedealaarieal Cnlechlani, a wrfter In 1h£t paper 
Ban : ' He bad holbre prepared ni for luch > ireal, by ftroiing the Pniaamt 
Cawdwlth a profound, learned, and eloqaenl aranmcul on ' die ApoaloEie Sue- 

oi'EihMam/uibeytaardwfaafiiiDpriaMlyatylcd In tbe BibUoal (Upanoiy' 



Tiom ttu HonoTable Mitchell King, of OhuleMon, S. O. 

Dbi» Sir : - Yon have done h lEBiing servire lo the Presbyleriai 
Ml—; r 1 .i,g PntticBi DoeirhlB nf ihe A[k* 



heal ^ucceuion. Ths qoeitlon 

mea a renewed JmnonancB, from llie efibna 



ive righl 10 the benefiu of ih 
Willi Blilri- ■--■■ ■"-■- 



ill whieli Lhey werern^egedj who vere iiiflueiicftd »]eiy bylhe tovs ofiraili,] 



coofideni 



a ChuKh which we b> 



rnuB Ilia B*<. John Bachman, n. D., of the Crernun Lnllieraii Ohoroli, 

Oharieitoii, S. O. 

'Mt DhibSib: — Tonjy mind yoor Lenuteion Ihe Apostolical Suocetiioo 

corera Ibe whole ground, and [B,wiULoutei<^epiicm,ihe moai iriumphanl viiidire- 

(ion of ogr viawi ou ihie flabject, ihai T have over read. I rerard the work at 

■he msti nliu^k conuibuiiou ihu boa EveThaeumadeiaihe Souiheni Churcb.' 

The Prelatioal DoclKae of the ApoiMlieiU Sucesasion FiamiDed, aod the r?otn. 



Cfauieh, Chaili 









i8nr!B,andthepciHeljtine»eal,iini»8nally 
Uneitabtiihed (hoi^ the Prelatic igct la 






aad pride, of the Angligaii chniDfa ars then dhplared in aa hyperbolical nod bkoated 



. lAad aiOkieiE evei put lonn- rreiacj.ii 
Huirated In averr page of iu bittorj, Utc 
- -■ other&Io™ aad 



Lctlve of brotherv lo*e and paaM 
olenlion, aa Popiry itulf. Jaalok 
Ibr Ihe &th ooca deli'ered to tb 

idell^'tlii 



irably ncaJved, not only among PieibyteHi 



■ethe altitode iRunied 



ECCIESIASTICAI CATECHISM 

OF THI 

PEESBYTEEIAN CHUECH, 

Foe the BUS of Bible Oluiea, FamiliH, and Trtnit Mnnbov, 



31Ut IcwrA Aoj biPK tUbmifUd 16 A* rrvisiim of the Bxr. S&VITKT. MtLLBA, ti- ^ 
and manif ethertj vut it mow piMaJvtt^ at t^ttotted bf fAfln, aid loiu tJnir 

OUTICAIi aoTlCEB. 

OTBTton xdoptad by the Brood of S. Oniolliia uid Ota. at Da Mulon ia IML 
Thu ib« pabliCHilon of vtaA$ inirui 
-'■— -' - - "' --■^ -'^ uld ba Buco 

■ ■— ■■■- Rev. fta)iii«8oiylh,of Ch»ii™M^i« 

srvKluable publicedoni}*An Eoeleuae- 

hurcta, for Qia u» of FVinUiM, Blbla 

,1 Htrici aC Leotona on ■ The Prelelkel 

SttUwd, TSai the Synod of SooUi C8inUii« >nd Georel» regard wilb pleuoro 

Ihe tioHliDTerty on ihese lobjecu- And the Syood doeii (hercliiTa^ cordially 
E«coinnieiid Ihe Baid publicHiiDnB b> all our Alinliten^ Clden, end phTVe mem- 
ber!, Bi woilie of bigh Telua, end celcnieled lo ediuica the inieUigBiiH of our 
Church, ODDai dwinclive peaulieiiliei uiil ducuiDie. 

Trma tb* BIbllaal fiapenory, tat Jutnuy, laiL 
• Mr. Srnylh matt be legerde^ u among Ihe mon efficieni and BC1[Ta iDlhoyi 

echiim ■ before ue, ii aikoiber preacnl Eo* ihv Ghnreb with which Mr. 3iiiyih ia 

h it, ■« d]1 nteh manuala tmrDI u> ba, briaf, compreheneiref lioiple, adapted la 
wcBlc cipacitie), and vat BDfflcienUy Inilniotive to gntUV ih« lOuB Intallifeni 
Diindi. The Scriptaral giialalioni la llluamta and eetabllth Iba principlca ha 
lave down, are pertiBpe, in eome eiaea, unneceuarilT Dnmecou, and In a (aw 
iii>ianc», of qneuional^e applienlion. Bat 11 1> on Uia whole eo well eiecnted. 
and poueiiei k> much eolld nurli, Uiit wa taopa ii may tie silantlTaly cireubited 



'We hiTc received a netit and weU-prinied llllle volsmearDnehnndrcd and 
IWFuir-fopr pueif riiiiiloil ^Ajl EciJsiimllcBt Ofticcbuia af tbs FresbyterUn 
CKuTcli, for lie ate of PimUiu Bible Cliuiea, uid Pctnie Menben : ' by Rer. 
Tbomu 9inTlti| Pulor of Ihe SsHintI fmtiyteriui ChiucU, Chitleitau, S. C, 
into which Ihe auU»r liu ciaopreiied ■ litge ■owunl at very vilualile matler, i 
explBiwoTT Hud UlugtmlTc q/ Chmch order, ind whkh we re JHEtl upiinicuJaclr ' 
■erviceiMe at Ibe pretenl time, u eni^rinf a deudemum in the edneatloa of 
pTMliyuriau youib- Although ih ■- -'--' —--■-' -»--■ ■--- " ■-- — 



the i^u^a«. o( the yoau. rf our Chu^^'^""'"* "^ " 

Twom the Obriiilaxi InteUifancerj of the Btfomied Ehi^ Ohm^, N* T. 
■ The nemben nf the PmihTlerian Church ihoiild poiieH a full and utii&etorr 

TTin liiile volume it eiceedLngljr well udepied to ■id in niiiing thii loiaaiDl- 
■nee, end !• lulled hi geiiEral and papulai uie. While iiiduiirlooi eOaru ue 

Impinuitand detirablethal a popularmaiiDal, in elucidation and vindicaUouof 

an the uljjecu orihe eliiiiiien, eseh of which eonuim geieral nctioiu, or >ab- 
dlvtiiow —I, TIh Ghnrch. H. OoTsmmenti of Ihe Chiircli. lil. OfBcenof 
IheChanta, IV. CDntuaftheGhnich, V. Power orihe Church. TI, Fella tr- 
■Mp o( Ihe Clintch. VII. Belulon of the Freshyieriaa Cburcb to oUiei deuomi- 
pUiaiLi. The cBVchetioal Ibrm oftlie wotIe, and the copitnIA ■criplvre-referBiicet 
and fluthDritiee, adapt it to the Die of ijiBiruciion. guch ■ Tolume ai thij wai 

itj LD mattai and manner, meeting the deilderaiuni required.^ 

I^m &e Ohariaaton Obaarrer. 

'Of tbs 9nt edition of Ihli work we ipoke in tcmu of conuDendalion. Bit 

tbii ii ■ letTCOiiiiderable improvement, not onlj in Ihe ilfle in which it it gonea 

op— for It u Terr neatly prmled and bound — hut in iho arrongemeiii and nniiei, 

fbniuE the Cbsreh wiih a brief ' oimpend of her wonhip and noliiy. Al a 
deiiuminalion. we have brenreniiji m ihe duly of kiting the piindplei and polity 

tion on Ihli lul^ect. Ihal the/ may be ealabllihed in ihs truth and order of the 
home ol| God. And inlbrmaiton i* needed >leo brolhen,ta correal the erroneooa 
L/npretftionareBpectingil. which have been deuguedly or uudeaignedly nade ppoa 

Trom Ifaa Hew ToA Ohaaxrari 
' Tie preparrton of ihii little work wu the re«uh of a inggwtloii by Rev. Dr. . 
MiUer, of IMncelon i and in it the anihor has preunieil the peculiar (eamreiof 
■he Ibrmof Onvemment in the Pretbjierian Church, in qaeitionaand antwen, 
and hi ilnipie langunge, thai Ihe leniiraenli inciiicsleil may be readily teamed 
and remembered by the young.' 



Fiom a» rroutauil and Hanld. 



*Mb. EtHTOR;— SnnDg Ihe pan winlet, Ihe Female BiMc Clmiot mypu- 
»orBl ctiane.ianmaaonxtH-TktEcdaiiuckal OiMrAa™ ,■ wtnnred by the Rev. 
"nmniu Smylh, of Charlenoii, 3oDlti Cacoliiia. t make Ihie nileraent iu yonr 

eiid vslDDuf IballilllaTDlaiae. The Jwlies have inanireMad wiilnniiul dciree 
of detiglii and eniliusiasm in thsii recitaliwis. The reaull hai beeo, if I miiiake 
nw, ' a full end coinprehemive aequaiuiuiice wlih iho principW nf iho wonhip 
■tid polity of our Church.' Such wu the hope uf iu wonhyand able anibiir in 
the fireparBtiriri of hid Extok. The pTDof-IAXlB are generally prialod al leuvlh iji 
the duechlHti. Wilbnni aiunnpiing an arialyiltoTthii bsof.aJIow-ine lourie 
PiBion, and Baling EIriari, and Daaniiii, and Sunday Bcbool IVachen in our 



Tioia the UagDsUii, a Litenir Mapiiba and Monthly Bevlew. 

' mt little Tolom* wo* meanl for, unit is acknowledmil lo have ti^jpliod a 

waul, arBon^Ihe memberg of the Prealiyteiian Charcb. It it aoipiuDi compila- 



An EccIeaiMtiul CUechiim of (he Pieshilerian Chairh, Rw (Iw nie «f Familiei 
■od pii'ate memhen. By Thohii Shtth, Paitur at the Sad PrHbyteiian 
CburUi, Ohar1a>ton,lS4l. 
Thi< i< one of the liilleit euleilutlcal uiethiimi wa have lecn, fiinnio; a 

■mall 'olumanf l!14pate(,Bnd Iravenin; the whole lubjiictor which illnatiimy 

mind of the nnlioi ia npidlv turning lowuili the invoitinilon of thoie painu 
which haie been (o ladlr DHleeted, and to the DCfTecl ofwhieh ita muit allilbuts 
muib of the ignoiance that Mb oTlati lean been diiplayed iu milten eccluiiiiti- 
cal, during the uiifhly eomroveny which Ihe diiniption of Uit Hay biouihi to lo 
mainiAcent, yet lo cah-milani u cIom. TMi cgtectaiim baa mi, we believe, been 
[spublL-hed in thl> tountiy, but en loan we liuit It will come iplo ejtanii.e eii- 
culaiHin, both to initruct the hlthful adberenli of the Free Church of ecotlind, 
and la counietacl the Eiattian and ftelitlc leaven whieb U working k hiallr In 
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